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Today’s Little  
Scholars Childcare

Today’s little Scholars Childcare is dedicated to 

providing high quality childcare and educational 
activities for children ages 3 to 5.  We offer an age 
appropriate curriculum by licensed staff that was 

developed to prepare them for school and strengthen 
their skills.  Contact us today to schedule a tour of 
our safe environment that promotes learning in a child 
friendly atmosphere

ENROLLING NOW!  Call 1-800-385-8594

• Developmentally Age Appropriate Pre-school Curriculum
• Child Friendly Atmosphere 
• Competitive Rates 
• Open 7:00am To 6:30pm (5 days A Week)
• 24 Hour Childcare Now Offered @ Our In Home Location

Http://www.todayslittlescholars.com

Crystal Wilkinson

Rising African American Writer
Author Crystal Wilkinson is 

the winner of the 2016 Ernest J. 
Gaines Award for Literary Excel-
lence for her novel The Birds of 

Opulence.
The award is named in honor of 

one of Louisiana’s most beloved 

storytellers and serves to recog-

nize rising African-American fic-

tion writers while also expanding 

the audience for black authored 

literature.
The Birds of Opulence is 

Wilkinson’s first novel and centers 
on several generations of wom-

en in the bucolic southern black 

township of Opulence as they live 

with and sometimes surrender to 

madness. The Goode-Brown fam-

ily, led by matriarch and pillar of 

the community Minnie Mae, is 
plagued by old secrets and embar-
rassment over mental illness and 

illegitimacy. Meanwhile, single 
mother Francine Clark is haunted 
by her dead, lightning-struck hus-

band and forced to fight against 
both the moral judgment of the 
community and her own rebel-

lious daughter.

Oddville 

Comedy 

Debut
Thomas Schroyer 
performs for Oddville: 
A New Vaudevillian 
Tradition, a monthly 
performance 
showcase of some 
of Portland’s best 
comedic performers, 
coming Sunday, 
Jan. 8 and every 
second Sunday of the 
month from 7 p.m. to 
11pm at The Steep 
and Thorny Way to 
Heaven at Southeast 
Second Avenue and 
Hawthorne. 


