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October 7
8:30 am.—6 p.m.
Law Campus

October 11
7 p.m.
Olin 301

October 18-20
Times and
locations vary

October 26

8 p.m.

Agnes Flanagan
Chapel

October 27

5:30-8 p.m.
Graduate Campus,
South Chapel

October 29
1p.m.
Griswold Stadium

www.lclark.edu

Lewis & Clark

&

Sign up for our monthly events email
at Iclark.edu/events/email.

21ST ANNUAL BUSINESS LAW FALL FORUM

Innovating Corporate Social
Responsibility: From the Local
to the Global

Explore the latest legal and contractual
innovations for promoting corporate
social responsibility. Cost and registration
details are available at law.lclark.edu.

SCIENCE WITHOUT LIMITS LECTURE

Robotics to Reach Out and
Change the World

Chad Jenkins, associate professor of
computer science and engineering at
the University of Michigan, will share his
cutting-edge research in robotics.

19TH ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS SYMPOSIUM

Equity and Earth: Intersections of Social
Justice and Environment

This multiday event brings together experts

for a dynamic series of lectures and

panels on intersections between issues

of social justice and environment.

JAMES W. ROGERS CONCERT

American Mosaic: Music of the

United States

This concert, in memory of a beloved musical
alumnus, will feature performances by faculty and
students. Reception to follow performance.

NETWORKING PANEL AND DISCUSSION

Leading and Learning:
Equity-Focused Leadership
Participate in a networking evening with
school and school district leaders. Panel and
discussion will identify educational inequities
in schools and examples of programs
implemented to help eliminate them.

FOOTBALL
Lewis &Clark vs. Willamette University
Watch the Pioneers take on the Bearcats

at our Homecoming game! Tickets cost
$5-$15, available at Icpioneers.com/tickets.

All events are free unless otherwise noted.
Parking is free after 7 p.m. and all day on weekends.

Lewis & Clark
0615 S.W. Palatine Hill Road
Portland, Oregon 97219
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Armie Hammer (from left) portrays Samuel Turner, Nate Parker portrays Nat Turner and Jayson War-
ner Smith portrays Earl Fowler in a scene from “The Birth of a Nation,” opening Friday, Oct. 7.

Review: ‘Birth of a Nation’
bluntly tells tale of Nat Turner

Film opens
Thursday in
local theaters

BY LINDSEY BAHR
AP FiLM WRITER

“The Birth of a Nation “ has
had more expectations placed on
it than any movie could reason-
ably bear.

When the film about Nat Turn-
er and his 1831 slave rebellion
premiered at the Sundance Film
Festival, it was held up, unfairly
or not, as everyone’s great hope
to save us from another year of
#OscarsSoWhite. Some handful
of months later, it became repre-
sentative of something else when
the focus shifted to the then lit-
tle-known fact that its creator and
star, Nate Parker, had a past that
involved not only a rape allega-
tion, but the eventual suicide of
the accuser.

Neither is a fair lens through
which to judge “The Birth of a Na-
tion.” Complicated people have
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and will continue to make films.
We’ll all have to reconcile with
that in our own way. #Oscars-
SoWhite, meanwhile, will never
be solved with just one film — and
certainly not by the first to screen
after another year of homogenous
nominees.

The fact is, “The Birth of a Na-
tion” is a fine and promising debut
from Parker, who also co-wrote
and produced. It also feels very
much like a first film, too, unable
to reach the lofty artistry that it’s
striving for in juxtaposing un-
imaginable human injustices with
both lyrical spirituality and shock-
ing violence.

Parker follows Nat Turner from
childhood to his death at age 31.
Turner was hanged for the Vir-
ginia rebellion. Under the cloak
of night, he and his fellow slaves
went house to house slaughtering
every man, woman and child who
had a white complexion. It lasted
48 hours and over 50 people were
killed. The incident was an early
catalyst to the Civil War.

Out of necessity, “The Birth of
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a Nation” takes a lot of liberties
with truths and unknowns about
Nat Turner, fleshing out the skel-
eton of what the history books tell
us.

Instead of having Nat being
sold a number of times throughout
his life, Parker keeps him with the
same owner — the Turner family
— throughout. Matriarch Eliza-
beth Turner (Penelope Ann Mill-
er) takes a shine to Nat and helps
to teach him how to read. While
that part is true, keeping him with
the same family allows Parker to
show a young Nat (Tony Espino-
sa) being friends with his eventual
master Samuel (Armie Hammer)
from youth. He also gives Nat a
lifelong nemesis in a slave track-
er (Jackie Earle Haley), who, by
the end of Nat’s life, will have run
down his father and hurt his wife
Cherry (Aja Naomi King).

Ultimately, it makes “The Birth
of a Nation” less a good faith at-
tempt at reconstructing Nat Turn-
er’s life leading up to the rebellion
and more a stylized fable, loose-
ly rooted in an extraordinary true
story.

Parker does, through a skillful-
ly internalized performance, show
the evolution of a radical through
unthinkable dehumanization. Nat,
who has taught himself to preach,
travels from plantation to planta-
tion with Samuel reading scrip-
ture to other slaves. It’s there he
sees that not all are as relatively
benevolent as the Turners. The
images haunt him — from the a
little black girl being led around
on a leash to a man having his
teeth hammered out. The horrors
build inside the once docile Nat
until erupting in a passionate ser-
mon, and, eventually the uprising.
It’s all juxtaposed with imagery of



