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Health Care Blues
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“Single payer would make such
a difference in everyone’s life, es-
pecially our local musicians,” said
Donna Richards, one of the orga-
nizers of the event.

The cause has extra meaning
for musicians who as a group have
gone without health insurance
more than most and which as a
profession has not benefited from
a growing economy.

Clubs have closed for various
reasons over the years and the
pay is even lower than it was 30
years ago, the musicians lament.
A tight group that loves to sup-
port each other, they hold regular
fundraisers for players that are ill.
But even a successful fundraiser
can’t make much of a difference.
Costs of medicine and procedures
have skyrocketed. People that are
self-employed can’t buy policies
way out of their price range.

That’s why over the last five
years, band leader Norman Syl-
vester and his wife Paula have
worked hard to book entertain-
ment for this popular event. Last
year the festival pulled in 750 peo-
ple. The goal this year is to raise
$40,000.

Norman and Paula don’t have
to look far to find tragic examples
of a system that isn’t working. In
fact they are putting together a
“Go Fund Me” for friend and fel-
low musician Frankie “Funk Mas-
ter” Redding. Frankie has been
playing in the Portland area since
he was 15 back when the post-
World War II legendary Cotton
Club graced North Vancouver Av-

Career Workshops
for Teenagers

Local youth are invited to at-
tend the Beaverton Youth Summit:
Connecting You to Creative Career
Paths on Friday, April 15 from 4
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Beaver-
ton Building, 12725 S.W. Millikan
Way. The free event is open to
youth ages 14 to 18 years old.

Hear from two different panels
on how local government leaders
and business leaders carved out
their career pathway. Learn tips
and tricks for building your re-
sume, brush up on your network-
ing skills, and learn the most ef-
fective interview skills to land you
your next internship or job.

The evening will close with
a mini social where you can put
your new skills to the test, visit
various booths and enjoy some
food. Raffle prizes will be award-
ed at the end of the night.

Seating is limited to 100 at-
tendees. RSVP to surveymonkey.
com/r/BeavertonYouthSummit.
For more information, email mail-
boxmayorMYAB@Beaverton-
Oregon.gov or call 503-350-4083.

enue. Later he was asked to play in
their house band and backed some
of the greats of the music business
like Etta James and Tyrone Davis.

For over 55 years he been a
mainstay in over a dozen bands,
but medical insurance costs were
always out of the question and
he now faces a plethora of health
problems. Eleven years ago Jan
Bisconer, a fan and friend donat-
ed her kidney to him. As grateful
as he was, years of diabetes and
complications have taken its toll.
His Medicaid doesn’t cover his
prescription drugs, his painkillers
or dental care needs.

It’s estimated that 8,000 fami-
lies in Oregon will suffer health-
care-related  bankruptcies this
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year alone and 600 people will
die because they lack affordable
health care. Let’s work together to
spread the word that we can “Heal
the Healthcare Blues.”

The 5th annual Inner City Blues
Festival will take place Saturday,
April 16 at the North Portland Ea-
gles Lodge, 7611 N. Exeter Ave.,
off Lombard Street. Doors will
open at 5:30 p.m. and the show
will begin at 6 p.m. and last until
midnight.

Admission is $20 in advance or
$25 at the door. For tickets, visit
the website tickettomato.com

or stop by Peninsula Station,
8326 N. Lombard; Music Mil-
lennium, 3158 E. Burnside Ave;
Geneva’s Pure Perfection: 5601
N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd;
or the Musician’s Union Local 99,
325 N.E. 20th Ave.
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Smith Tower

515 Washington Street
Vancouver, Washington

360.695.34174

 Studio & One-Bedroom Apartments
* Federal Rent Subsidies Available
* No Costly Buy-Ins or Application Fees

» Affordable Rent includes all Utilities except
telephone and cable television

* Ideal urban location near shopping, bus lines,
restaurants, and more!

i

You don’t have to move to
get that new-home feeling.

Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next project. With
competitive rates and flexible payment options, lasting home improvements
could be within reach. Introductory rates start as low as 1.99% APR.

Call 800.209.BANK (2265), visit a local branch, or go to usbank.com/dreambig.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

Introductory rate for 5 months

Rates as low as

1.99%

Rate available 2/20/16 - 4/29/16.
Rates are subject to change.

Variable rate after
introductory period

Actual rate may be lower.

Visit your local branch or usbank.com

4.24°%

the POWER of POSSIBLE. @bank

*1.99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is avallable on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or fess. The Infroductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.99% during the five-
month Introductory Period. A higher infroductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from February 20 — April 28, 2016. Atter the five-month introductory
period: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin, The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as pullished in the Wall Street Joumnal. As of February 9, 2016, the variable rate for Home
Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 3.24% APR to 8.50% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Hate, for a credit limit below $125,000, an LTV above 804%, and/or a low credit score, A
LL.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package account is required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or beiow 1.99% APR.

Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line

Intor the reg period. Repay oplions may vary based on

credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. interest
rates and program terms zre subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is
unigue. You should consult your tax andor legal advisor for advice and information conceming your particular situation, Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by
L1.5. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up
equaL #ousie 10 S90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.5. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to
LENDER U.8. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by calling 800.872.2657, Member FDIC ©2016 U.5. Bank. All rights reserved. 160083 2116



