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My Counterpoint to the Oscars Snub

O?NIONATED

DGE

Films with rich
insight to the

human condition

The Academy Awards, which
will air on Sunday, are gradually
making themselves irrelevant, as
they shamelessly overlook some
of the best work and promote only
a small and all-white cadre of per-
formers. In keeping with my own
tradition, I offer this list of the 10
best films of 2015 just in time to
provide a counterpoint, with a bit
of Oscar commentary thrown in.

I must acknowledge at the out-
set that this is a pretty heavy bunch
-- not a single comedy, and some
pretty dark themes. More than
half are foreign films and half are
not in English; I saw two at last
year’s Portland International Film
Festival (PIFF) and would have in-
cluded one more (“The President”
from Georgia) except that it’s not
had a DVD release in the U.S.
Still, all these films are rich with

To start, here is the list:

1. Timbuktu

2. Love and Mercy

3. The Salt of the Earth
4. Son of Saul

5. The Revenant

6. Tangerine

7. Leviathan

8. 45 Years

9. Marie’s Story

10. Peace Officer

insights about the human condition
and well worth plunging into their
depths. The truth-telling here is
beautiful and enriching.

1. “Timbuktu” is a devastating
examination of lived experiences
of jihad in a community in Mali.
Director Abderrahmane — Sissa-
ko focuses his gorgeous film on
scenes of ordinary life in a Muslim
village under siege by outsiders
hired to impose religious regime
change, impervious to the entreat-
ies of even the local imam. Sissako
portrays the brutality of fundamen-
talism with quiet clarity: Rules are
imposed against music and sports
and mixed company -- and yet,
at every turn, the human spirit of
the villagers fights being crushed.
A group of boys assembles a soc-
cer game with an imaginary ball;
a woman whipped for singing in
mixed company turns her cries into
music; members of a small family
savor their love for each other and
dare to hope that humiliations will
end. This is both a universal vision
of human struggle against tyranny
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and a window into very particular
aspects of an African culture that
has not found its way onto West-
ern movie screens. I saw this at
last year’s PIFF, and nothing has
topped it since. [Not rated; on at
least 76 other critics’ top 10 lists;
in Arabic, French, Tamasheq and
Bambara; nominated for an Acad-
emy Award for Best Foreign Lan-
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You don’t have to move to
get that new-home feeling.

Oscar nominated
‘Timbuktu,” a
powerful African
drama about a
community in

| northern Mali

under jihadist
occupation, is the
top film of 2015
as reviewed by our
Portland Observer
contributor and
‘Opinionated
Judge’ columnist
Darleen Ortega.
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Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next project. With
competitive rates and flexible payment options, lasting home improvements
could be within reach. Introductory rates start as low as 1.99% APR.

Call 800.209.BANK (2265), visit a local branch, or go to usbank.com/dreambig.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

Introductory rate for 5 months

Rates as low as

1.99%

Rate available 2/20/16 - 4/29/18.
Rates are subject to change.

Variable rate after
introductory period

4.24°%

Actual rate may be lower.
Visit your local branch or usbank.com

the POWER of POSSIBLE. mbank

*1.99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is avallable on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or fess. The Infroductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.99% during the five-
month Introductory Period. A higher infroductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from February 20 — April 28, 2016. Atter the five-month introductory
perind: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin, The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as pullished in the Wall Street Joumnal. As of February 9, 2016, the variable rate for Home
Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 3.24% APH to 8.50% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, for a credit limit below $125,000, an LTV above 80%, and/or a low credit score, A
L1.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package account is required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or appﬂcable state law, or below 1.99% APR.

Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, ence your credit line itions Into the reg period. R

options may vary based on

credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject fo credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in zlll states for all loan amounts. Inferest
rates and program terms zre subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is
unigue. You should consult your tax andor legal advisor for advice and information conceming your particular situation, Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by
LL.5. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-refated funding costs. An annual fee of up
UL #ousiee 10 $90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.5. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to

LENDER U.5. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by calling 800.872.2657, Member FDIC ©2016 U.5. Bank. All rights reserved. 160083 2116



