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Ithfica Tell (from left), Ashley Nficole Wfillfiams, Joe Gfibson and Chfip Sherman star fin  ‘How We Got On,’ a story about hfip hop fin fits golden age, presented by Portland Play-
house, a local group that serves a dfiverse audfience at 602 N.E. Prescott St. finto a communfity theater.

How We 
Got On

Hfip-hop’s 
golden age on 
Playhouse stage
Portland Playhouse launches fits 
efighth season thfis week wfith Idrfis 
Goodwfin’s ‘How We Got On,’ a story 
of hfip-hop’s late-1980’s golden age.
Goodwfin fis a black playwrfight, rap-
per and essayfist, one of the sfix play-
wrfights featured fin “Hands Up,” an 
anthology commfissfioned by The New 
Black Fest theater movement fin New 
York. 
“How We Got On,” tells the story of 
three Mfidwestern teens who lfive thefir 
beats, rhymes and dreams of stardom. 
Battlfing suburban bfiases, each other’s 

egos and thefir own self-doubt, they 
learn about fidentfity, finspfiratfion and 
creatfing the creatfive lfife.
 “Hfip-hop fis finherently theatrfical and I 
am a lover of spectacle,” safid the show’s 
dfirector, Jen Rowe. “Idrfis Goodwfin fis 

such a skfilled wrfiter. He moves qufickly, 
uses sharp humor, loves hfis characters; 
endows them wfith both resfilfiency and 
vulnerabfilfity—but most fimportantly 
brfings us a fresh perspectfive.”
Musfic dfirectfion fis by rapper and poet 

Mfic Crenshaw who shfines on Good-
wfin’s mastery of rhythm and wordplay.
An all-Portland cast brfings thfis com-
fing-of-age tale to lfife wfith sensfitfivfity 
and earnestness, portrayfing our teenage 
heroes as they try to find a way to break 
finto the urban scene and get sfigned to 
a major label, pushfing through the neg-
atfivfity and learnfing to breathe fin joy.
Portland Playhouse has a mfissfion 
to serve dfiverse audfiences fin Portland 
and provfide a space to brfing people to-
gether to celebrate the complexfity of 
our shared human condfitfion.
Openfing Nfight for “How We Got 
On,” fis Saturday, Oct. 3 wfith perfor-
mances contfinufing through Oct. 25. 
For tfickets and more finformatfion, call 
the box office at 503-488-5822 or vfisfit 
portlandplayhouse.org.


