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Amber Dfines enjoys the tfime and mentorshfip she has wfith her nfiece, the person she gfives 
credfit for the finspfiratfion behfind a new finfitfiatfive to heflp kfids of coflor fin foster care wfith cufl-
turaflfly-specfific resources and support.

Fosterfing Love
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BY OLIVIA OLIVIA
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
A flack of cuflturaflfly-specfific resources for chfifl-

dren of coflor fin foster care across the natfion fis get-
tfing a flocafl soflutfion. The gap for Afrfican-Amer-
fican chfifldren enterfing the system was gflarfing 
when Vancouver actfivfist and parent Amber Dfines 
became a foster parent to her nfiece flast year.

Dfines says when her sfister had some troubfles 
and her five chfifldren were taken fin by the Wash-
fington foster care system, the sfibflfings were fim-
medfiatefly spflfit up and there was a compflete flack 
of attentfion to thefir cuflturafl backgrounds.
“The first nfight they aflfl went to dfifferent pflac-

es and went I went to pfick up my nfiece, she was 
cryfing,” safid Dfines. “She was scared, she was fin a 
home wfith peopfle she dfidn’t know, and I reaflfized 
had she stayed there flonger fit mfight have been 
dfifficuflt  for  them  to  meet  some  of  her  cuflturafl-
fly-specfific needs.”
“Not every kfid was gofing to be pficked up flfike 

Voflunteer tackfles 
cuflturafl gap for 
kfids fin foster care

Ceflebrate 50 Years of Head Start
Aflbfina Head Start and Earfly 

Head Start wfiflfl honor 50 years of 
opportunfitfies and flearnfing fin the 
communfity on Thursday when fit 
hosts a ceflebratfion for everyone 
who has ever partficfipated fin the 
pre-schoofl program.
Aflfl current and former Aflbfi-

na  Head  Start  chfifldren,  parents, 
staff, fincfludfing everyone who 

has  partficfipated  fin  the  Portfland 
Metropoflfitan  Steerfing  Commfit-
tee Head Start and Aflbfina Mfin-
fisterfiafl Aflflfiance Head Start, fis 
weflcome, aflong wfith communfity 
supporters.
The goafl fis capture storfies of 

what Head Start means to you. 
Enjoy an evenfing fiflfled wfith mu-
sfic from the Norman Syflvester 

Band,  fresh  food,  raffle  prfizes, 
games and actfivfitfies, and com-
munfity finformatfion tabfles. Aflfl 
chfifldren under age 5 wfiflfl recefive 
a book and a book bag.
The free and open to the pub-

flfic ceflebratfion takes pflace Thurs-
day,  Sept.  24  from  5:30  to  7:30 
p.m. at the Eagfles North Lodge,  
7611 N. Exeter Ave.
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