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The decades-flong home to the flate Portfland cfivfifl rfights fleaders Otto and Verdeflfl Rutherford, a support center for cfivfifl rfights causes for more than haflf a century, has been 
added to the Natfionafl Regfister of Hfistorfic Pflaces.

Home Lfisted as Hfistorfic
Rutherford house was a hub 
durfing Cfivfifl Rfights era
A northeast Portfland home that served as a famfifly res-

fidence and support center for cfivfifl rfights causes for more 
than haflf a century has been flfisted fin the Natfionafl Regfister 
of  Hfistorfic  Pflaces.  The  house  fis  beflfieved  to  be  the  first 
hfistorfic property fin Oregon flfisted fin the Natfionafl Regfister 
prfimarfifly for fits assocfiatfion wfith the Cfivfifl Rfights era. 
Otto and Verdeflfl Rutherford fled the Portfland branch of 

the NAACP durfing the 1940s and 1950s as the organfiza-
tfion pressed for equafl opportunfity and the end of racfiafl 
dfiscrfimfinatfion fin pubflfic accommodatfion, empfloyment, 
educatfion and housfing. 
The Rutherfords were among a group of actfivfists that 

pushed for decades for Oregon’s Pubflfic Accommodatfions 
Act whfich, wfith the heflp of some flegfisflators such as Rep. 

Mark O. Hatfiefld, was passed by the Oregon Legfisflature 
fin 1953. The pflace where much of the organfizfing took 
pflace, the Rutherford’s house, was flfisted fin the Natfionafl 
Regfister earflfier thfis month. 
“Our house was home for my two brothers and me,” 

safid Otto and Verdeflfl’s daughter Charflotte Rutherford. 
“But for years fit aflso served as the office for the NAACP 
here. In the mfid-50s the NAACP Federafl Credfit Unfion 
was aflso started fin our dfinfing room. My Dad made the 
speeches, but my Mom was dofing the work. The mfimeo-
graph machfine fin the basement and her typewrfiter were 
the foundatfion for the organfizatfion and other groups, too.” 
Otto moved finto the house at 833 N.E. Shaver St. wfith 

hfis parents and sfibflfings fin 1923. In 1936, he marrfied Ver-
deflfl Burdfine and fin the house they began marrfied flfife of 
64 years, decades of cfivfifl rfights actfivfism, and the docu-
mentatfion and preservatfion of Portfland’s Afrfican Amerfi-
can hfistory. 

The Rutherfords’ contrfibutfions to the cfivfifl rfights move-
ment came whfifle they hefld fuflfl-tfime jobs, rafised a famfifly, 
were actfive fin thefir church and socfiafl organfizatfions, and 
hefld office fin severafl organfizatfions, fincfludfing the NAACP. 
In 2000, the state’s flargest newspaper The Oregonfian pub-
flfished a feature on Oregon’s 150 most finfluentfiafl peopfle 
from 1850-2000. The flfist fincfluded Otto Rutherford and 
was accompanfied by a photo of Otto and Verdeflfl. 
In the 1990s and onward, Otto and Verdeflfl Rutherford 

spent consfiderabfle tfime fiflflfing fin detafifls about many peo-
pfle and pflaces fin Portfland’s Afrfican Amerfican hfistory un-
tfifl thefir passfings. 
Verdeflfl Rutherford preserved documents, famfifly pa-

pers, memorabfiflfia and photographs that provfide a snap-
shot of an Afrfican Amerfican famfifly and communfity fin 
Portfland durfing more than a 60-year perfiod. The coflflec-
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