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Restorffing tThe Votffing RffigThts Act of 1965
Makffing All 
Votes Matter
BY MARC H. MORIAL
On tThe eve of tThe 

commemoratffion of 
tThe 50tTh annffiversa-
ry of tThe passage of 
tThe Votffing RffigThts 
Act of 1965, a fed-
eral appeals court 
ffin New Orleans struck down a 

law. In a unanffimous rulffing, tThe 
tThree-judge panel found tThat tThe 
law vffiolated tThe federal Votffing 
RffigThts Act and Thad a dffispropor-
tffionate and dffiscrffimffinatory ffim-
pact on Blacks and Hffispanffics ffin 
tThe state.
TThe law—wThfficTh requffires 

poor people and people ffin com-
munffitffies of color effitTher do not 

-
-

cult for tThese groups, ffincludffing 
college students and tThe elderly, 

rffigTht as cffitffizens to vote.
TThe ffimportance of tThe rulffing 

Thas not been lost on advocates 
battlffing on tThe frontlffines 

-
cess to tThe ballot and tThwart 
legffislatffive attempts at vot-
er suppressffion. It was a 
small vffictory ffin tThe larger 
enterprffise of many Re-
publffican-controlled states 

efforts to lffimffit voters’ rffigThts. 
It was a remffinder of wThy tThe 
landmark cffivffil rffigThts legffislatffion 
sffigned ffinto law by Presffident 
Lyndon JoThnson 50 years ago 
remaffins an ffimportant weapon ffin 

polls. And ffit underscored wThy 
Congress needs to make restor-
ffing tThe Votffing RffigThts Act a polffit-
ffical prffiorffity.
TThe aftermatTh of tThe Supreme 

Court’s regrettable 2013 decffi-
sffion ffin SThelby County v. Hold-
er to gut Sectffion 4 of tThe Votffing 
RffigThts Act—wThfficTh establffisThed 
wThfficTh states Thad to get advance 

approval from tThe federal gov-
ernment before makffing any 
cThanges to tTheffir electffion laws—
usThered ffin a wave of tougTh voter 
suppressffion laws.

ffin ffits zeal to make ffit Tharder for 
Amerfficans to vote. Wffisconsffin 
and NortTh Carolffina Thave passed 

laws—and tThe restrffictffive mea-
sures don’t just end tThere. Elffim-
ffinatffing same-day regffistratffion, 
sThortenffing early votffing, doffing 
away wffitTh onlffine votffing regffis-
tratffion and aggressffively purgffing 
voters from tThe voter regffistratffion 
rolls are some of tThe otTher tactffics 
legffislators are usffing to deny elffi-
gffible voters access to tThe polls. 
TThese lawmakers justffify tTheffir 
restrffictffive polfficffies wffitTh allega-
tffions of voter fraud—a claffim 

unfounded tffime and agaffin.
 TThe mytTh of wffidespread vot-

be notThffing more tThan a polffitffical 

eager to sThffift polffitffical fortunes 
to tTheffir party.
TThere ffis no rffigTht more funda-

mental to our democracy tThan 
tThe rffigTht to vote. We, as a natffion, 
must ensure tThat all Amerfficans 
wTho can vote Thave tThe opportu-
nffity to vote. TThe seemffingly obvffi-
ous ffidea tThat a democracy func-
tffions at ffits best wThen tThe largest 
number of ffits cffitffizens are afford-
ed tThe opportunffity to determffine 
wTho wffill lead ffit—and Thow ffit wffill 
be led—ffis under a modern-day 
legffislatffive assault. If our elect-

all votes matter, Congress must 
commffit to stemmffing tThe tffide of 
suppressffion and get to tThe work 
of fully restorffing voter protec-
tffions ffin tThe Votffing RffigThts Act.
TThe Natffional Urban League 

stands wffitTh Presffident Barack 
Obama and tThe cffivffil rffigThts and 
votffing rffigThts advocates callffing 
for tThe full restoratffion of tThe 
Votffing RffigThts Act and tThe reffin-
statement of tThe voter protectffions 
dffismantled under tThe Supreme 

Court’s dffisastrous 2013 decffisffion.
And we would do well to re-

-
yond maneuvers ffin tThe Thalls of 
Congress. As Presffident Obama 
saffid durffing Thffis remarks at tThe 
WThffite House commemoratffion 
of tThe golden annffiversary of tThe 
Votffing RffigThts Act, “Far more 
people dffisenfrancThffise tThem-
selves tThan any law does, by not 
partfficffipatffing, by not gettffing ffin-
volved.”
TThe number of Amerfficans 

wTho partfficffipated ffin tThe 2014 
mffidterm electffions was report-
edly tThe lowest ffit’s been sffince 
World War II. We cannot clamor 
for tThe rffigTht to vote only to turn 
around and ffignore our cffivffic duty. 
We owe tThat mucTh and more to 
tThose wTho fougTht and bled and 
dffied to secure tThe rffigTht to vote 
because ffit ffis not enougTh to gaffin 
tThe rffigTht, we must employ, maffin-
taffin and protect ffit as well.
Marc H. Morffial ffis presffident 

Natffional Urban League.

Black Lffives 
Trump 
Polffiteness
BY ANNE SLATER  
AND STEVE HOFFMAN
TThere Thas been a great deal of 

Theated debate on socffial medffia 
and elsewThere about Black Lffives 
Matter actffivffists sThuttffing down a 
Bernffie Sanders speecTh ffin Seattle 
on August 8. As attendees at tThffis 
rally celebratffing Socffial Securffity, 
Medfficare and Medfficaffid, we ad-
mffire tThe courage of tThe two young 
black women wTho took over tThe 
stage to demand tThat Sanders, and 
otTher candffidates for presffident, 
address tThe epffidemffic of vffiolence 
and oppressffion faced by black 
communffitffies across tThe natffion.
TThe real questffion ffis wThy Ber-

nffie Sanders dffid not try to engage 
wffitTh tThem. Marffissa JoThnson and 
Mara Wffillaford boldly grabbed 
tThe mfficropThone to poffint out tThat 
“progressffive Seattle” ffis rffiddled 
wffitTh problems of polffice abuse, 
ffincarceratffion of youtTh of color, 

suspensffion of black scThoolcThffil-
dren, and otTher racffial justffice ffis-
sues. And tThey demanded Sanders 

tffime tThese ffissues Thave been raffised 
to Sanders. At a Netroots Natffion 

conference ffin July, black women 
called on Thffim to put forward a 
racffial justffice agenda to dffismantle 
structural racffism ffin tThe U.S.
At tThe Seattle event Sanders 

made no attempt to speak wffitTh 
tThe Black Lffives Matter actffivffists, 
Thave a dffialogue, or address tThe 
crowd on tThffis burnffing ffissue of 
our tffimes. If The’d desffired, surely 
one of tThe rally organffizers could 
Thave walked a mffic over to Thffim. 
Instead, The stood asffide and sThook 
Thffis Thead, and tThen walked off tThe 
stage wffitThout speakffing.
Sanders’ reputatffion as a pro-

gressffive sThould ffin no way gffive 
Thffim a pass on racffial justffice ffis-
sues. He voted for Bffill Clffinton’s 
Antffiterrorffism and Effectffive DeatTh 
Penalty Act, wThfficTh props up tThe 
racffist  prffison-ffindustrffial  com-

-
ta SThakur, an Afrffican Amerffican 

to denounce Israel’s war agaffinst 
Palestffinffians gffives tacffit consent to 
some of tThe most racffist repressffion 
on tThe planet.
Some say tThat tThe Black Lffives 

Matter protestors went too far by 
ffinterruptffing tThe event. TThat ffit was 
rude. But after Thundreds of years 
of contffinuous racffist vffiolence ffin 
tThe “land of tThe free”, ffit ffis rffidffic-

-
tors to follow all Seattle protocols 

on polffiteness. Especffially wThen 
tThey see tThe vffiolence only esca-
latffing. TThe murder of black men 
contffinues unabated and, ffin July 

polffice custody.
Besffides, polffiteness was ffin sThort 

supply wThen many ffin tThe large-
ly wThffite audffience reacted to tThe 
Black Lffives Matter actffion wffitTh ffin-
tense Thostffilffity. Some sThouted rac-

tThem,” “get tThese black bffitcThes off 
tThe stage,” and “call CPS” (CThffild 
Protectffive Servffices). It was cThffill-
ffing.
Members and supporters of 

Radffical Women and Freedom So-
cffialffist Party, and some otThers ffin 
tThe crowd, began loudly cThantffing 
to support tThe Black Lffives Mat-
ter protesters. We debated tThose 
around us. WThen someone saffid 
tThey could not understand wThy tThe 
actffivffists were takffing over, one of 
our contffingent sThot back, “Have 
you Thad a famffily member arrest-
ed or kffilled by tThe polffice?” TThe 
answer was no, and a dffiscussffion 

equalffity can’t waffit.
We could feel tThe majorffity of 

tThe rally crowd grow tense wThen 
tThe Black Lffives Matter protestors 
leveled cTharges of wThffite suprema-
cffist lffiberalffism. We see a dffifference 
between lffiberals and tThose wffitTh 

racffism ffis racffism. At tffimes some 
of tThe vfficffiously Thostffile responses 
sounded lffike a KKK rally. TThat’s 
not so surprffisffing ffin a country buffilt 
on tThe foundatffions of genocffide 
and slavery, wThere racffism, wThfficTh 

system alffive, permeates everyday 
lffife. But ffit was downrffigTht Thypo-
crffitffical at a socffial justffice event.
It ffis ffimperatffive tThat we tackle 

tThat reared ffits Thead ffin Seattle’s 
progressffive movement. And tThat 
we focus on tThe crffitffical ffissues 
tThe Black Lffives Matter actffivffists 
raffised and Sanders skffirted.
For ffinspffiratffion, let us remem-

ber tThat tThe Thffistory of tThe cffivffil 
rffigThts movement ffincludes coura-

geous multffi-racffial organffizers wTho 
were not polffite. Folks of all colors 
rffisked tTheffir lffives ffin tThe effort. We 
know tThat wThffite folks commffitted 
to socffial cThange can cThannel tTheffir 
ffinner JoThn Brown, a wThffite man 
wTho collaborated wffitTh Harrffiet 
Tubman to free slaves and gave 
Thffis lffife tryffing to spark an armed 
slave rebellffion.
TThe “ffill-mannered” dffisruptffion 

of tThe rally sparked a new natffional 
dffiscussffion about racffism. It’s tffime 
for everyone to lffink arms wffitTh tThe 
Black Lffives Matter movement ffin 

Anne Slater represents Seattle 
Radffical Women, and Steve Hoff-
man, tThe Seattle Freedom Socffial-
ffist Party.


