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Dorothy Rodriguez-Anderson, a local woman with a passion for helping those in need, wants to bring
a much-needed women’s shelter to Vancouver, where their currently is no such service.

Helping "™ Homeless
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and be dumped back on the streets is more than
they can bear,” she said. “Without someone to care,
they turn to drugs so they don’t have to feel or deal
with the trauma. Instead, the women just live on the

streets.”

She adds that the only men’s shelter in town hous-
es sex offenders, where the girls are “sitting ducks.”
Poverty is a women’s issue across the world and
in the United States, and according to the Nation-
al Woman’s Law Center, nearly 6 in 10 poor adults
are women, and nearly 6 in 10 poor children live in

families headed by women. Poverty rates are espe-

cially high for single mothers, women of color, and

elderly women living alone. Women'’s shelters are

critical to the stability and welfare of women, par-

ticularly mothers and domestic violence survivors.
Anderson knows that ongoing grassroots action

is needed through every step of the process to keep

representatives.

the homeless issue in front of local, state and federal

She would welcome even more signatures to shed
light on the problem. To sign Anderson’s petition,
visit thepetitionsite.com/823/129/285. To donate to
the project, visit gofundme.com/zm4mgbg.

Fund to Support Minority Entrepreneurs
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Kate Brown and Business Oregon,
the state counterpart to the PDC.

A request for information was
issued by the PDC last week to
identify and select a professional
manager for the fund, who will
be expected to raise an additional
$1.75 million from private inves-
tors and foundations to meet a $3
million goal for the initial capital
in the fund’s first year.

Officials said the fund will in-
vest between $20,000 and $50,000

each in startups founded by under-
represented groups in a variety of
industries. Mentoring and busi-
ness advising services will accom-
pany each investment.

“The Inclusive Startup Fund
represents the Portland Develop-
ment Commission’s ongoing com-
mitment to support and cultivate
entrepreneurs from underrepre-
sented populations,” said Patrick
Quinton, the organization’s execu-
tive director. “We’re eager to take
this next step toward providing
better access to capital for startups

with diverse founders.”

“Our local startups play an
important role in job creation
and economic progress here
in Multnomah County,” added
Multnomah County Commis-
sioner Loretta Smith, a member
of Portland’s African American
community, who pushed forward
the amendment that secured the
county’s portion of the funding.
“So we are very proud to provide
funds that will support the growth
of underserved entrepreneurs in
the region.”
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Need to publish a court document or notice? Need an affidavit of
publication quickly and efficiently? Please fax or e-mail your notice
for a free price quote!

Fax: 503-288-0015
e-mail:
classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

Showdogs is a full service salon. We do
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing,
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health
care and grooming products to keep your
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 97217

503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-7pm
Monday 10am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg

and your kitty will be pretty.
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