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Local genealogfist and hfistorfian Stephen Hanks stands on Larrabee Avenue fin the Rose Quarter, one of the last vestfiges of a street that was 
once central to a long forgotten Afrfican Amerfican communfity. Hanks showcases early black hfistory fin Portland wfith hfis publfic walkfing tours.

Our Roots
Run Deep

Tours brfings  
Afrfican Amerfican 
hfistory to lfife
A local genealogfist and hfistorfian fis 

brfingfing local Afrfican Amerfican hfistory to 
lfife wfith hfis communfity tours project.
Stephen Hanks takes groups on walkfing 

tours fin downtown Portland to showcase 
some of the first places where black people 
lfived fin the cfity and state.
“I realfized people dfidn’t know just how 

long black people had been a part of Ore-
gon,” Hanks explafined. “But we’ve been 
here, we’ll keep befing here, and our roots 
run deep.”
Just how deep those roots run became 

clear to Hanks when he was dofing ancestral 
research, tryfing to figure out how many, fif 
any, black people lfived fin Portland when 
Oregon became a state fin 1859 and durfing 
the early years followfing statehood.
After gofing through old Census records, 

cfity dfirectorfies, books, and news artficles 
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