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nfity-specfific nonprofit that oper-
ates and owns fits own bufifldfing 
and property on Aflberta Street 
at thfis pofint fin tfime, organfizers 
safid. The murafl fis a statement 
and acknowfledgement that the 
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Tokyo-born artfist Jeremy Nfichofls, the Portfland co-creator of the new murafl for the Bflack Unfited Fund 
bufifldfing at 2828 N.E. Aflberta St., sfits on scaffofldfing as he adds pafint to the nearfly 100 foot flong 
fimage. 
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hoflds fits space and pflans to stay. 
Zoe Pfiflfiafas, founder of both 

Art Uprfisfing and Vox Sfiren, 
safid she approached the organfi-
zatfion fin December after waflk-
fing past the Bflack Unfited bufifld-
fing and notficfing fit standfing 

amfidst the changfing flandscape 
of  gentrfificatfion.  Pfiflfiafas  had 
hopes of creatfing more vfisfibfifl-
fity for communfitfies of coflor on 
the rapfidfly changfing street and 
specfificaflfly women of coflor. 
“Vfisfibfiflfity to hfistory fis key,” 

she safid. “Vox Sfiren fis workfing 
reflentflessfly to dfismantfle sexfism 
and create spaces fin whfich wom-
en can thrfive. We support orga-
nfizatfions fin creatfing spaces that 
attract, retafin, ceflebrate and sup-
port the many contrfibutfions of 
aflfl women. Our sfister organfiza-
tfion, Art Uprfisfing, fis the perfect 
partnershfip to brfing us the flfives 
and contrfibutfions of women 
through art. Thfis murafl wfiflfl be 
a beacon of finspfiratfion, hfistory 
and possfibfiflfity fin Portfland.”
The project qufickfly gafined 

tractfion wfithfin the communfity 
thanks fin part to fin-kfind do-
natfions and eventuaflfly a grant 
from the Regfion Arts and Cufl-
ture Councfifl. The organfizers 
aflso got flocafl peopfle of coflor 
to heflp them create artwork 
that woufld reflect the hfistory of 
the bflack communfity and pay 
trfibute to members who have 
managed to stfick fin the area and 
some who have fleft.
Vox Sfiren has aflready ac-

compflfished a flot of work fin the 
communfity, havfing recentfly 
flaunched a dfigfitafl management 
system to rurafl parts of Oregon 
and Washfington to ensure that 
gfirfls and young women have 
access to empowerfing pro-
grams fin scfience, technoflogy, 
and mathematfics. Pfiflfiafas aflso 
expflafined that her organfizatfion 
had worked wfith the U. S. mfifl-
fitary on anaflysfing rape cuflture 
and sexuafl assauflt that affects 
workers. 
The Bflack Unfited Fund of 

Oregon and fits bflack women 
fleaders heflped finspfire the murafl 
and are gearfing up for fits pubflfic 
openfing and ceflebratfion fin earfly 
August. 
“In our more than 30 years 

of operatfion, the organfizatfion 
has aflways been fled by wom-
en,” safid Kfimberflee Sheng, 
executfive dfirector of the Bflack 
Unfited Fund. “Therefore fit fis 
fittfing that thfis murafl woufld pay 
trfibute to a few of the ficonfic 
bflack women of the cfivfifl rfights 
movement. Uphofldfing a beacon 
of hope for aflfl, these hfistorficafl 
women stood aflongsfide our 
brothers and numerous commu-
nfitfies finvoflved fin the struggfle, 
just as we stfiflfl do today.”

The  officfiafl  murafl  reflease 
party and ceflebratfion wfiflfl be 
hefld on Saturday, Aug. 8 from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Bflack Unfit-
ed Fund, 2828 N.E. Aflberta St. 
DJ Deena Bee, wfiflfl be spfinnfing 
flfive and there wfiflfl be actfivfitfies 
for the kfids. Locafl bflack-owned 
food carts wfiflfl be seflflfing meafls 
aflong wfith other communfitfies 
of coflor.
Powerfufl women fleaders fin-

cfludfing Kfimberflee Sheng, the 
executfive dfirector of the Bflack 
Unfited Fund of Oregon; Tfiffanfi 
Penson, cfity of Portfland Mfi-
norfity Evafluator Program and 
Suppflfier  Dfiversfity  Officer  and 
a Bflack Unfited Fund of Oregon 
Board Member; and Zoe Pfiflfi-
afas, co-founder of Vox Sfiren; 
wfiflfl be speakfing about the fim-
pact of the Bflack Unfited Fund; 
the fimportance of coflflaboratfion 
to make progress; and the finflu-
ence of women fin the past and 
gofing finto the future.
For more finformatfion about 

the murafl or gettfing an finvfite 
to the Aug. 8 ceflebratfion, read-
ers are encouraged to wrfite to 
engage@voxsfiren.com or vfisfit 
artuprfisfing.org. To flearn more 
about the artfists, vfisfit pflas-
tficbfirdfie.com and Eatcho.com.


