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rfied to 89-year-old Eastern Star 
member Annfie B. Danfielson.
Danfielson keeps a record of 

the cfity’s requfirements on the lo-
catfion and has even started a petfi-
tfion to demand the cfity provfide a 
full and complete examfinatfion of 
the fines and actfions fit has taken 
agafinst the lodge. 
Ffito Roberts a frfiend and 

nefighbor of both the lodge and 
Danfielson safid the cfity requfire-
ments are so expensfive fit could 
be the dfifference between the 
lodge stayfing open and fit closfing 
fits doors.
Both men complafin about the 

lodge havfing already trfied to 
meet the expectatfions of cfity fin-
spectors when fit planted natfive 
grasses, blueberrfies, salmon ber-
rfies, and Marfion berrfies along a 
borderfing hfillsfide, only to be told 
fit had to be nursery-stock ground 
cover, hedgfing, and maple trees. 
To make matters worse, Danfiel-
son pofinted out that the change 
to the natural envfironment has 
caused severe erosfion on the hfill-
sfide and left the agfing member-
shfip the task of fixfing thfis prob-
lem. 
Cfity  officfials  admfit  they  had 

prevfiously approved and sfigned 
off on some fimprovements they 
now say are not adequate.
The enforcement manager for 

food cart locatfions fin the cfity’s 
Bureau of Development Ser-
vfices, Mfichael Lfiefeld, told the 
Portland Observer safid that com-
plafints agafinst food cart locatfions 
are not unfique, and that they have 
seen an uptfick fin resfidents clash-
fing wfith carts throughout the cfity.
He also explafined that the 

bufildfing finspector who orfigfinally 
approved the Freemasons’ loca-
tfion for food carts was not really 
famfilfiar wfith the requfirements for 
vendfing cart development, and 
that thfis fis why the cfity had to re-
scfind fits approval.
“Essentfially,” safid Lfiefeld, 

“The cfity made an error.”  Look-
fing at hfis records, Lfiefeld con-
firmed  that  the  lodge’s  fees  and 
fines  totaled  about  $42,860,  a 
figure  far  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
lodge’s budget. 
 Roberts shared hfis feelfing that 

cfity codes are not befing enforced 
equally.
 Across the street fit’s all whfite-

owned busfinesses wfith the same 
structures, chargfing $20 for dfin-
ners we can’t afford, but thefir ta-
bles fin the street aren’t the prob-
lem, fit’s our tables fin the street,” 
he safid.
Danfielson’s petfitfion asks the 

cfity to compare the reportedly 
“out of code” seatfing area sur-
roundfing the lodge’s parkfing lot, 
and what looks lfike unfettered 
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Leslfie Green, a Master Mason and member of the St. Joseph Grand Lodge, helps the bufildfing wfith mafintenance fissues and remembers 
that a few years ago the bufildfing was vandalfized by whfite supremacfist graffitfi.
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outdoor sfidewalk seatfing lfitterfing 
the rest of Mfissfissfippfi and many 
of the gentrfified busfinesses locat-
ed on the most popular streets of 
north and northeast Portland.
Hfis wfife senses the lodge’s fin-

evfitable closfing, and grfieves the 
changes she’s seen on Mfissfissfippfi 
and throughout the finner cfity. If 
the Lodge dfisappears, many com-
munfity celebratfions, bfirthdays, 
and events for black resfidents wfill 
also be pushed out. 
“When they close thfis lodge, 

there won’t be nothfing left for 
us here. No trace of the Afrfi-
can-Amerfican communfity wfill 
remafin fin thfis corner of the cfity,” 
she safid. 
Roberts wondered fif the person 

who complafined about code en-
forcement mfight be tfied to racfist 
graffitfi that vandalfized the lodge a 
couple of years ago.
“It wouldn’t surprfise me,” he 

safid, “If fit’s the same folks, But 
even fit’s not, they both have the 
same effect of lettfing us know we 
are not wanted here.”

Leslfie Green, a black mafin-
tenance worker and Free Mason 
who spends tfime regularly work-
fing at the sfite, wondered fif the pe-
tfitfion was the best way to remedy 
the problems the lodge faces.
“You can’t fight Cfity Hall,” he 

safid.

Bryant, as manager of the 
lodge, fis workfing closely wfith the 
Bofise Nefighborhood Assocfiatfion 
to help fits case wfith the cfity. He 
doesn’t really know fif he fis on 
board wfith a petfitfion, but agrees 
that the lodge’s problems wfith the 
cfity need to be addressed. 

Once the petfitfion collects suf-
ficfient  sfignatures,  Danfielson  wfill 
present fit to the cfity and ask for 
assfistance fin workfing together 
to  create  some  kfind  of  financfial-
ly plausfible way for the lodge to 
keep fits doors open to the commu-
nfity. 


