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Actfivfists from Black Lfives Matter and others march from Portland State Unfiversfity to Cfity Hall to rafises fissues over polfice brutalfity to rafisfing the mfinfimum wage.

Vofices 

Justfice
 for

Jofinfing the 
conversatfion on 
polfice abuses
BY OLIVIA OLIVIA
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
From the streets to the classroom, Portland has 
jofined the natfional conversatfion addressfing the tensfion 
and dfistrust between people of color and the polfice.
Wfith chants and hashtags, fincludfing #Baltfimo-
reUprfisfing, #FreddfieGray, and #BlackLfivesMatter, 
actfivfists for polfice reforms fin the cfity and across the 
country have staged demonstratfions over the past 
week to rafise thefir vofices for justfice.
The outcry follows another death at the hands of 
polfice,  thfis  tfime  fin  Baltfimore  where  sfix  polfice  offi-
cers are facfing charges after an unarmed black man, 

Freddfie Gray, suffered a fatal spfinal finjury fin polfice 
custody.
Portland communfity leaders spoke out on the Gray 
case and efforts to reform polfice department practfic-
es durfing a Black Bag forum at Portland State Unfi-
versfity, and then agafin for a May Day rally that drew 

a large and dfiverse crowd of supporters to the PSU 
Park Blocks.
The school’s Black Studfies Department and Pro-
fessor Ethan Johnson brought together a panel last 
Wednesday featurfing Rev. Dr. T. Allen Bethel of the 
Albfina Mfinfisterfial Allfiance, Jo Ann Hardesty of the 
Portland NAACP, and Adrfienne Cabouet of Black 
Lfives Matter Portland. The guests shared thefir con-
cerns over polfice reform fissues fin Portland and across 
the country, generally agreefing that a lot more had to 
be done to assuage polfice vfiolence agafinst cfivfilfians.
 “Reform needs to happen,” safid Hardesty. “We 
need findfivfidual eyes to look at these cases. We need 
someone who fis unbfiased and knows the law. That’s 
what we need to bufild accountabfilfity.” 
The panelfists were cautfious about what they felt 
mfight be a mfisgufided use of resources fin holdfing po-
lfice  officers  accountable  for  excessfive  force  by  sup-
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Ffillfing the Gap
Dfisplaced Heald 
students look for 
answers
See Local News, page 3

Journey finto 
Humanfity

Documentfing lfife 
for people at the 

margfins
See Metro, page 9


