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Queen Latifah speaks about her role as the
legendary blues singer Bessie Smith in the
HBO Films drama, "Bessie," debuting

sometime this spring.

(AP photo)

Schooled for Film Role

Queen Latifah
to portray
legendary singer

(AP)- When Queen Latifah
was approached 20 years ago
to play Bessie Smith, she had
to do some research.

"Iwas Queen Latifah therap-
per. L had no idea who Bessie
Smithwas," the singer-actress
toldthe Television Critics As-
sociationon Thursday.

Since then, she's been thor-
oughly schooled inthelife and
talent of the legendary blues
singer, whom Latifah, 44, fi-
nally gets to portray in the
HBO film "Bessie."

Her music "may be almost
100 years old, but it has a

power a lot of artists could
learn fromtoday," Latifah said.
Smith herself would be a suc-
cessifshe were a contempo-
rary artist, Latifah said ofthe
singer who diedin 1937 atage
43,

"Bessie," whose cast in-
cludes Mo'Nique, Michael
Kenneth Williams, Khandi
Alexander, Mike Epps and
Charles S. Dutton, will air this
spring. A date was not an-
nounced.

The film was directed and
co-written by Dee Rees and
includesamong its producers
Lili Fini Zanuck and Richard
D. Zanuck, who first brought
the idea of a Smith film to
Latifah. Richard Zanuck died
in2012.
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Chiropractic Auto Injury Clinic, PC
ZchonR. Jones, DC
333 NE Russell St., #200, Portland, OR. 97212
(503) 284-7838

Truly making a difference in the lives of
Auto Accident victims and Injured Workers for nearly 20 years.
If you or someone you know has been in an accident,
call us so we can help you with your needs. (503) 284-7838

We are located |
on the corner |
of MLK and 3
Russell Street, I
on the second |«
floor above the J

coffee shop.




