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and spot-on, but her own behav-
ior frequently verges into unkind-
ness, including to the white boy-
friend who she keeps secret from
her otherwise all-black social set.
Sam is running for leadership of
a residence hall whose traditional
status as all-black has been altered
due to a change in university hous-
ing policy. This is amatter of contro-
versy about which she disagrees
with her opponent, herex-boyfriend
Troy, a clean-cut, athletic campus
leader who is much easier for major-
ity-culture sensibilities to accept
than Sam is. Troy is dating Sofia, the
daughter of the white university
president, who in turn has edged
out Troy's father, the dean of stu-
dents, in most competitions in their
decades-long-rivalry. Sofia's
brother, Kurt, is the editor of the
college humor magazine and a defi-
antly politically incorrect provoca-
teur who reserves especially ob-
noxious taunts for Lionel, a nerdy
gay black student who doesn't feel
comfortable in any community and
whose rangy afro evokes fascina-
tion in his white peers and irritation
in his black ones. Also in the mix is
Coco, a calculating economics ma-
Jor from the South Side of Chicago
eager to distance herself from her
original name, Colandrea, and its
attendant ghetto associations.
Coco seeks to forge a reality televi-
sion career and amore assimilationist
identity in direct contrast to Sam.
All of this culminates in a black-
ghetto-themed party in Kurt's resi-
dence hall where white students
don black-face and polyester and
gold chains and teeth and other
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accoutrements of black culture as
popularly depicted. (Simien cannily
includes with the end credits news
articles establishing that such par-
ties have sprung up on actual col-
lege campuses across the country.)
How the party came to be and how
the black characters incite and re-
spond toits elements is where all the
disparate plot elements converge.

Everyone is angling. Sam in-
dulges romantic attention from
Reggie, a political ally who she ap-
parently sees as a more suitable
romantic partner, though her heart
doesn't seem to concur. Troy
smokes weed several times a day to
smooth his struggle to assemble a
persona powerful-yet-non-threat-
ening enough to please his father,
his white girlfriend, and enough of
his peers to fuel his political ambi-
tions. Coco chafes at the sense that,
for black men, she is destined to be
only a way station to a white girl-
friend. Bright and observant Lionel
struggles to find a vantage point
from which to express himself, but
his experience mostly buffets him
between bullying and invisibility
and exploitation.

Shifting between the half-dozen
plot elements, the film's tone often
feels self-conscious. But ultimately
the complexity serves the film well;
Simien is trying to get at themes we
resist looking at, and multiple van-
tage points is a smart way to back us
into doing that. The film is pitched
at satire, and though the elements
sometimes feel a bit too carefully
assembled, they are more complex
than stereotypes. The film captures
the sense that, for African-Ameri-
cans with a shot at rising, forging an
identity is uniquely complicated. Am
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Iblack enough? Selling out? Selling
short? How hard should I work at
being non-threatening to the people
with the means to help me rise?
What should my agenda be if I suc-
ceed? What would success even
look like? Is there any point to ask-
ing these questions at all? Will 1
even have any say in the answers
once I get there?

As a person of mixed (European
and Mexican) heritage, I related to
these struggles, both from my own
experience and fromthat of my friends
from outside the dominant legal
culture trying to make it in the world
of law. But I also related to the
anxiety evident in the white charac-
ters. Even denial (also much in evi-
dence) appears at times to spring
fromaplace of anxiety. I'm one of the
good people, right? I get it, right?

"Dear White People" doesn't
presume to answer these ques-
tions. It is wisely content to pose
and play with them. In doing so, it
has offered up a collection of char-
acters who, with the exception of
Kurt (undeniably a jerk) and Lionel
(the most guileless), are by turns
unlikable and worthy of compas-
sion. And it has aspired to more
than any film I can think of: a
conversation about privilege and
identity and race that sits with the
questions instead of pretending
that they have been or can be
easily put to rest, by anyone.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on the
Oregon Court of Appeals and the
Jirst woman of color to serve in that
capacity. Her movie review column
Opinionated Judge appears regu-
larly in The Portland Observer. You
can find her movie blog at
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.

2337 N. Williams Ave.
Portland, Or 97227

S503-249-1788

We make the service personal,

You make the tribute personal.

Every time we arrange a personalized funeral service, we take special pride going

the extra mile. With our online Memorial Obituary, now we can do even more.

Friends and family can find out service information, view photos, read obituary,

order flowers and leave personal messages of condolences from anywhere, anytime.

Simply go to our website.

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

“Dedicated to providing excellent service
and superior care of your loved one”’

Dwight A. Terry

Oregon License CO-3644

Amy S. Terry

Oregon License FS-0395
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REGION 2 WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD
FOR THE CITY OF PORTLAND, MULTNOMAH
AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES
MEETING SCHEDULE

MEETING TIME: 7:30 AM TO 9:30 AM
Worksystems, Inc.
1618 SW 1st Ave., Suite 450
Portland, OR

January 9, 2015
April 10, 2015
July10, 2015
October 9, 2015

Annual Meeting
Meeting dates, time and locations are subject to change.
For more information, please visit our website:
www.worksystems.org or contact Jenny Weller at
(503) 478-7366 or jweller@worksystems.org

Auxilliary Aids are available upon a
48 hour advance request.
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Classic Cuts
&
Lawn Care Maintenance

Mowing, Edging & Trimming * Pruning, Tilling, & Gardening
Clean-Up & Hauling * Leaf & Debris Removal * Composting
Yard Maintenance * Bark Dusting ¢ Power- Washing * & More!

Commercial & Residential Services

For free estimates call Owner James Wimbish at-
503-890-4826

“Your satisfaction is my guarantee”
Boweivel @comcast.net

Social Club

YOU are invited to: Qur
Masquerade Ball!

Sat. Nov. 29th, 2014
Time: 9pm - 2am

Billy Webb Elks Lodge
6 N. Tillamook
Portland, Or. 97227
$20.00 / Person
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