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New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45,00

A small distance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services)-. $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00 M inimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pte-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows ( With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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Holding U.S. Accountable
*

for Racial Discrimination
Realities collide with commitments
by the Rev. E lizabeth L eung

A U n ite d  N a tio n s  
com m ittee recently pub­
lished its concluding ob­
servations regarding the 
U nited S tates’ com pli­
ance w ith the In terna­
tional C onvention on the 
Elim ination o f All Forms 
o f Racial D iscrimination, 
com m only know n as the 
race convention.

Since the U.S. ratified it in 1994, 
m aking the treaty binding in all 50 
states, this is only the second tim e 
that our record on race relations and 
discrim ination has been exam ined 
according to the m easures o f inter­
national law.

T he co n clu d in g  ob serv a tio n s  
were the result o f  a yearlong pro­
cess that began w ith the State D e­
partm ent report on the state o f racial 
justice  and shadow  reports from 
non-governm ental civic organiza­
tions.

The process culm inated w ith a 
formal review  in August and a w eek­
long hearing o f statem ents in Geneva 
-  w hile at the sam e tim e the shoot-
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ing o f M ichael Brow n, the m ilita­
rized response o f  law 
enforcem ent, and the 
Ferguson protests w ere 
still unfolding.

T he U.N. com m ittee

J
 heard from the high level 

U .S. governm ent del­
eg a tio n , n o n -g o v ern ­
m ental o rganizations, 
im pacted persons (e.g. 

the parents o f  Trayvon M artin and 
Jordan D avis), and Indigenous per­
sons organizations.

A s a hum an righ ts  trea ty , the 
race co n v en tio n  d iffers  from  the 
c iv il righ ts  s ta tu tes  because  (1) it 
app lies to  gov ern m en t at all lev ­
els: federa l, s ta te  and local; (2) it 
p roh ib its  p o lic ies  and p rac tices 
that have  a d iscrim in a to ry  im pact 
on peo p le  o f  co lo r, irre lev an t o f 
in ten t; (3) it ob lig a tes  the cou n try  
to take action .

A c co rd in g  to  the  A m erican  
C ivil L iberties U nion, the conclud­
ing o b serv a tio n s  "h ig h ligh ted  the 
gaps betw een  U .S. stated  co m m it­
m en ts and  the  g la ring  rea lity  o f  
law s and  p rac tices  tha t co n tin u e
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to  d iscrim in a te  ag a in st and d is ­
p ro p o rtio n a te ly  im pact peop le  o f  
co lo r and in d ig en o u s co m m u n i­
t ie s .”

It sheds lig h t on the struc tu res 
o f  rac ism  - the w ays in w hich in s ti­
tu tio n a liz e d  d isc r im in a tio n  b e ­
com es co n sid ered  norm al, fo r e x ­
am ple , w here  law s d o n ’t seem  to 
h ave  an y th in g  to  do  w ith  race, but 
y e t h ave  a b road  d iscrim in a to ry  
im pact.

A g a in s t  th e  s tru c tu ra l  ro o t 
causes o f  d iscrim ina tion , the U .N . 
com m ittee  calls for the U.S. to take 
co n cre te  steps to: (a) p ro h ib it ra ­
c ia l d isc rim in a tio n  in all its fo rm s 
in federa l and  state  leg isla tion , 
co v erin g  all fie lds o f  law  and p u b ­
lic life ; (b) b roaden  the p ro tec tio n  
a ffo rd ed  by law  ag a in st all d is ­
c rim in a to ry  acts p e rp e tra ted  by 
p riva te  in d iv idua ls , g roups o r o r­
gan iza tio n s; and  (c) im prove the 
sy stem  o f  m o n ito r in g  and  re ­
sponse  by federal bod ies to p re ­
ven t and ch a llen g e  situ a tio n s  o f 
rac ia l d iscrim ination .

It recom m ends c rea tin g  a p e r­
m a n en t and  e ffe c tiv e  n a tio n a l 
h um an  rig h ts  in s titu tio n , to en ­
sure  e ffec tiv e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f
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the trea ty  at the  fed era l, s ta te  and 
local levels, m o n ito r com p lian ce  
o f  dom estic  law s and  p o lic ies, and 
carry  ou t tra in in g  and  aw aren ess ­
ra is in g  ac tiv itie s  at all levels.

T he s tru g g le  ag a in st the s tru c ­
tu res o f  rac ism  req u ires  a s tru c ­
tural s tra tegy . T he U .S. H um an 
R igh ts N e tw o rk  rig h tly  ca lls  for 
the U .S . g o v ern m en t to  ad o p t a 
N ational P lan o f  A ction  on R acial 
Ju stice . It is im p o rtan t fo r all to 
jo in  in th is call, fo r to  e lim ina te  all 
fo rm s o f  rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  to ­
day, w e m ust go beyond  a d d re ss ­
ing the sin  o f  in d iv idua l acts  o f  
d iscrim ination  to  a p lace  o f  u n d e r­
s tand ing  the p o lic ie s , sy stem s, 
and cu ltu ra l hab its  tha t p e rp e tu ­
ate rac ism .

To borrow  from  the w isdom  o f 
C hris tian  S crip tu res , w hat w e are 
facing  is a co n tem porary  s trugg le  
against the "cosm ic [s tructu res] 
o f  th is  p r e s e n t  d a r k n e s s "  
(E phesians 6 :12). T he w orld  is 
ca llin g  us to acco u n tab ility . N ow  
is the tim e to act.

Elizabeth Leung is Minister for 
Racial Justice fo r  the United 
Church o f Christ's Justice and Wit­
ness Ministries.


