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Blending Maya Angelou’s
words to Hip Hop
New album was 
one of poet’s 
last projects

(A P) - M aya A ngelou 's iconic 
w ords and lyrics w ill blend w ith 
h ip -hop  beats fo r a new  album  
called  "C aged B ird  Songs."

Shaw n Rivera, the lead singer o f 
R&B group Az Yet, and RoccStarr, 
w ho co-w rote Chris Brown's "Fine 
China," produced the 13-song set, 
to  be re leased  th rough  Sm ooch 
M usic on Nov. 4.

T he album  - the title taken from  
A ngelou 's c lassic  1969 book  "I 
K now  W hy the C aged  B ird  Sings"
- is one o f  the last pro jects A ngelou 
com pleted  before she died in M ay, 
her grandson said.

"Grandm a loved it from the be­
ginning," Colin A. Johnson said o f 
the album 's concept. "These guys 
were inspired by grandm a's work, 
which m any people are, and felt 
like giving it a different m edium  o f 
delivery to m ake it m ore obtainable 
to a  larger group o f  people."

R ivera  and R occS tarr started  
w o rk in g  on  th e  a lb u m  b e fo re  
Angelou knew  o f  it. Johnson, w ho 
is in charge o f  A ngelou 's estate 
with his father G uy B. Johnson, 
said once she was aware, she com ­
pletely backed the project, which 
was recorded at her N orth Caro­
lina hom e. Som e o f  the songs use 
previously recorded Angelou vo­
cals, w hile others w ere recorded 
specifically for the project.

Johnson said A ngelou 's initial 
reaction to  the songs was sim ilar to 
w h en  sh e  f i r s t  saw  h e r  o w n  
Facebook page: "She ju s t laughed."

"She loved it and was excited to 
hear m ore about w hat they wanted 
to do," he said o f  the album . "She 
had a  lot o f  energy around it."

A ngelou won three G ram m ys 
for her spoken-w ord album s. She 
previously released a calypso al­
bum  and collaborated with Ashford 
& S im p so n  fo r  1 9 9 6 's  "B een  
Found." She also was featured on 
C o m m o n 's  2011  a lb u m , "T h e  
D ream er/The Believer."

Johnson said his grandm other 
was a  fan o f  hip-hop music.

"S he  s a w  (h ip -h o p )  as th is  
generation's way o f  speaking and 
c o n v e y in g  a m e ss a g e ,"  s a id  
Johnson, adding that Angelou had 
"great stories about in teractions 
w ith Tupac (Shakur)."

Johnson said he hopes the al­
bum  will connect A ngelou's w ork 
w ith younger generations. It re ­
sounded with his ow n 13-year-old 
and 16-year-old children, he said.

"I don 't know  that they ever

have picked up a book o f poetry 
w ithout it being assigned by either 
me or their school," he said o f  his 
children. "To hear som ebody that 
is so fam ous for her poetry and her 
m essage, and  then  set to  som e 
m usic that you can enjoy definitely 
feels like this is som ething that can 
continue her reach through gen­
erations."
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Good-bye, 
short-term fixes.

Hello, long-term 
improvements.

Home Equity 
Line of Credit

Introductory rate for 5 months

1.505 ' 'V-
Rate available 09/02/14-10/31 /1 
Rates are subject to change

Rates as low as

3.992?
Variable rate after Introductory Period

With competitive rates and flexible terms, a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line 
of Credit can help you make lasting improvements today.
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