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Crossing the Oregon Trail

Sweet Street Food Cart
on the comer of MLK and Lombard 

call 503-995-6150 to place order 
Monday - Friday, 11:00am - 7:00pm 

Saturday - Sunday, 11:00am - 5:00pm

Wednesday Special: 3 Wings $2.00 
Friday Special: Rib Sandwich, Beef or Pork, $4.00

Cafe at Miracles
in The Miracles Club Bldg.

4200 NE MLK Jr. Blvd, 
Portland OR 97212

Real 
Southern

Cooking ”
New Hours: M-F 11am-7:30pm 

Serving Lunch and Dinner

Free fries with purchase of 
j any sandwich or burger
| Valid only at Cafe at Miracles; 4200 NE MLK Jr.
I Blvd, Portland OR 97212
I Coupon good for the month of August, 2014 only.
1---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

The Portland Observer is a Proud Member of:

AFRICAN-AMERICAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

True story of brave 
African American woman

N e w  Y o rk  T im e s  b e s ts e ll in g  a u th o r  a n d  
O re g o n  re s id e n t Ja n e  K irk p a tr ic k  re le a se s  h e r  
n e w e s t n o v e l, A  L ig h t in  th e  W ild e rn e ss , 
s ta r tin g  w ith  a  b o o k  s ig n in g  at P o w e ll’s B o o k s  
a t C e d a r  H ills  C ro s s in g  o n  T u e sd a y , S ep t. 2.

In  “A  L ig h t in  the  W ild e rn e ss ,”  K irk p a trick  
te lls  th e  tru e  sto ry  o f  L e titia  C arso n , a  freed  
s lav e  w h o  b rav e ly  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  the  first 
A fric a n -A m e ric a n  w o m e n  to  c ro ss  th e  O reg o n  
Trial.

L e tit ia  s e ttle d  in  O re g o n  w ith  h e r  h u sb a n d , 
b u t a f te r  h is  d e a th  th e ir  fa rm  a n d  p o sse s s io n s  
w e re  se iz e d  a n d  so ld  a t a u c tio n . W ith  th e  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t o f  N a n c y  H a w k in s , a  d o c to r ’s 
w ife , sh e  s u e d  in  a  s ta te  w h e re  a  p e rs o n  o f  
c o lo r  c o u ld  n o t te s tify  a g a in s t  a  w h ite  p e rso n , 
w o m e n  h a d  little  s ta tu s , a n d  p e rso n s  o f  c o lo r  
w e re  n o t e v e n  a llo w e d  to  e n te r  th e  te rr ito ry .

K irk p a trick  sp en t c o u n tle ss  h o u rs  re se a rc h 
in g  L e tit ia ’s life  a n d  b rea th es  s to ried  em o tio n  
in to  the  h isto rica l reco rd s  su rro u n d in g  h e r  life.

“T h a n k  y o u  fo r te lling  o u r  story. I ’m  n o t su re  
h o w  y o u  g o t in sid e  the  sk in  o f  a  b lac k  w om an , 
b u t y o u  did . Y o u  b ro u g h t th is  lega l c a se  to  life  
b y  m ak in g  L e tic ia  p e rso n a l. I  lo v ed  th is  b o o k ,” 
sa id  G w en  C a rr  o f  the  O re g o n  B lack  P ioneers.

THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGHSCHOOL
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LABOR DAY WEEKEND!
AUG. 29/2014-SEPT. 1/2014

TOR TIME, LOCJDION, & MOBE INFOBMOION
CO TO WWW.PILREUNIONS.COM

Proceeds go to PPS &  Eddie Barnett Jr. Foundation! 
— .......................PRIZES AVAILABLE!
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P ub lishers  W e ek ly  ca lls  “A  L igh t 
in  th e  D a rk n e ss ,” “ in d e lib le  a n d  
in tr ig u in g .. .p o ig n a n t  an d  p e rs u a 
s iv e .”

“I th in k  w o m en  like  L e titia  in sp ire  
us to  g rea ter th ings,”  says K irkpatrick . 
“ I like  te lling  th e  sto ries  o f  o rd in a ry  
w o m e n  -  such  a  L e titia  -  w h o  are  
really  ex traord inary . T heir stories reso
n a te  w ith  c o n te m p o ra ry  w o m e n  and  
a llo w  a  read e r to  a sk  th em se lv es  h o w  
th ey  w o u ld  deal w ith  th a t k in d  o f  
c h a l l e n g e  a n d  to  s e e  t h a t  th e  
s tren g th s  th ese  w o m e n  d em o n stra te  
a re  p re se n t in  o u r  o w n  lives. I like  to  
ce leb ra te  these  w o m e n  an d  le t th em  
teach  m e  ab o u t liv in g  w ith  w h a t I 
h av e  n o w .”

K irk p a tr ic k , a u th o r  o f  m o re  th an  
25  b o o k s , w ill h o ld  o th e r  b o o k  
s ig n in g s  fo r  “A  L ig h t in  th e  W ild e r 
n e s s ” in  th e  P o r t l a n d  a r e a  o n  
W e d n e sd a y , S ep t. 17 a t th e  T ig a rd  
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  a n d  T h u rsd a y , S ep t. 
18 a t th e  G re s h a m  C e n te r  fo r  th e  
A rts  F o u n d a tio n .
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