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Welcome out for third 
annual celebration

The com m unity is invited to jo in  the third annual 
“Back In The Day R eunion,” hosted by m em bers o f 
V ancouver’s earliest African A m erican fam ilies, on 
Saturday, Aug. 9 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at M arshall Park, 
ju s t east o f  dow ntow n Vancouver.

These original settlers arrived here in the 1940s 
seeking w artim e jobs and stayed to m ake their hom es 
in Vancouver. Form er schoolm ates from these families 
organized the first reunion after a book o f fam ily 
m em ories was published in M arch 2012 by the 
V ancouver branch o f the NA A CP.

“W e wanted to gather together the people we grew  
up w ith , people  w ho w ere born  and  ra ised  in 
V ancouver,” said Kay Sw ar Grant, w ho co-founded 
the celebration with Juanita Young. Both have worked 
on the reunion planning com m ittee all three years, 
along with coordinator Ralph Griffin.

Global Impact
c o n t i n u e d f r o m  fro n t

from elders in the com m unity, m any would rather m ake 
a beat on the com puter.

N onetheless as globalization becom es an ever
present reality, the people o f A frica rem ain vibrant and 
diverse he says. In a country like N igeria w here m any 
ethnic groups exist, R iedlinger says it is “hard to tell 
w here one com m unity begins and w here it ends.”

O ne thing was clear, how ever, the people thrived on 
com ing together and celebrating life. O n the days 
w hen rituals were being perform ed, not only does he 
recall the energy being pow erful, but in presence alone 
he was in fact participating too.

Quite vividly Riedlinger recalls one where a m an was 
being ‘initiated’ into the spirit o f a weather deity, some
thing the Orisa take seriously and study deeply. As the 
m an swayed side to side, entranced by the priest,

“T he pioneering achievem ents o f this group are an 
im portant part o f  V ancouver’s story that has been 
long overlooked,” said Jane Elder W ulff, in terview er 
and author.of “First Fam ilies o f  V ancouver’s A frican 
A m erican C om m unity: From  W orld W ar Tw o to the 
T w enty-F irst C entury .”

“T here are m any m ore fam ily m em ories w aiting to 
be to ld ,” W ulff said. “T he First Fam ilies Project cel
ebrates the full scope o f the V ancouver story, and the 
Back In The Day R eunion is a great way to do that.”

Basic cookout fare, w ater and som e supplies will be 
provided at the park ’s m ain shelter. You are asked to 
bring your ow n favorite dishes and non-alcoholic 
beverages, utensils and chairs. The celebration will 
feature music and entertainment, door prizes and games, 
as well as socializing w ith old and new friends.

Sponsoring businesses and organizations include 
U m pqua Bank, K enneth L. Sm ith Financial Services, 
C lark  C ounty YW CA, and V ancouver NA A CP.

For m ore inform ation, Call Ralpf Griffin at 360-980- 
6203 or Jane Elder W ulff at 360-687-9872.

Riedlinger recalls feeling a single drop o f rain drop on own 
face, and then seeing a drop hit the entranced m an’s face, 
a flash o f lightning followed, and the man subsequently 
and abruptly broke his trance and started dancing bellig
erently in the way o f his new spirit.

A ll in all, the art from  the N igerians he encountered 
was largely engrained into the culture in the w ay “a 
tailor sees h im self as a tailor” he says, as opposed to 
a m usician w ho sees h im self as an artist.

As he explored life w here he was, m ost o f  his photos 
were snapped as he was in the streets, capturing 
people in motion. In these im ages he categorizes the 
responses from  people realizing they’re being photo
graphed to either defiant o f  stoic.

His favorite im ages are w here the subjects are look
ing back  at him. “It gives them  m ore agency,” he says. 
“ [In that) I d on ’t feel like I ’m taking, because they ’re 
giving.”

To support R iedlinger’s cam paign for Just Like 
That, visit w w w .indiegogo.com /projects/just-like-that- 
p h o to -book .

Does your snoring wake you up at night? Do you 
wake up tired in the morning? Do you wake up in 

the middle o f the night? Do you have problems with 
attention and focusing? Does your significant other 
complain about any o f the above? Are you choking 

and waking up abruptly, and did you know that stress 
from this can cause mini heart attacks? If you can 

answer yes to any o f these questions...
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IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF YOUR SLEEP 
CAN IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE!
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Chiropractic Auto Injury Clinic, PC
Zchon R. Jones, DC

333 NE Russell St., #200, Portland, OR. 97212
(503) 284-7838

Truly making a difference in the lives of 
Auto Accident victims and Injured Workers for nearly 20 years. 

If you or someone you know has been in an accident, 
call us so we can help you with your needs. (503) 284-7838

We are located on the 
comer ofM LK and Russell 
Street, on the second floor

above the coffee shop.

Pakina Aiea
333 NE
Russell
#200

5*"¡3

OS—G.

Russell St. 
s

C
H
I
R
0
P
R
A
C
T
I
C

1

mailto:subscriptions@portlandobserver.com
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/just-like-that-photo-book
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/just-like-that-photo-book
mailto:DRWARD@TELEPORT.COM
http://WWW.DRWARDINTERSTATEDENTAL.COM

