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Welcome out for third
annual celebration

The community is invited to join the third annual

important part of Vancouver’s story that has been
long overlooked,” said Jane Elder Wulff, interviewer
and author.of “First Families of Vancouver’s African
American Community: From World War Two to the

: (please include check with this subscription form) “Back In The Day Reunion,” hosted by members of Twenty-First Century.”
NAME® Vancouver's earliest African American families, on “There are many more family memories waiting to
| = Saturday, Aug. 9 from 11 a.m.to5p.m.at Marshall Park,  be told,” Wulff said. “The First Families Project cel-
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just east of downtown Vancouver.

These original settlers arrived here in the 1940s
seeking wartime jobs and stayed to make their homes
in Vancouver. Former schoolmates from these families
organized the first reunion after a book of family
memories was published in March 2012 by the
Vancouver branch of the NAACP.

“We wanted to gather together the people we grew
up with, people who were born and raised in
Vancouver,” said Kay Swar Grant, who co-founded
the celebration with Juanita Young. Both have worked
on the reunion planning committee all three years,

ethnic groups exist, Riedlinger says it is “hard to tell
where one community begins and where it ends.”

One thing was clear, however, the people thrived on
coming together and celebrating life. On the days
when rituals were being performed, not only does he
recall the energy being powerful, butin presence alone
he was in fact participating too.

Quite vividly Riedlinger recalls one where a man was
being ‘initiated’ into the spirit of a weather deity, some-
thing the Orisa take seriously and study deeply. As the
man swayed side to side, entranced by the priest,

ebrates the full scope of the Vancouver story, and the
Back In The Day Reunion is a great way to do that.”
Basic cookout fare, water and some supplies will be
provided at the park’s main shelter. You are asked to
bring your own favorite dishes and non-alcoholic
beverages, utensils and chairs. The celebration will
feature music and entertainment, door prizes and games,
as well as socializing with old and new friends.
Sponsoring businesses and organizations include
Umpqua Bank, Kenneth L. Smith Financial Services,
Clark County YWCA, and Vancouver NAACP.
Formore information, Call Ralpf Griffin at 360-980-

AUTO along with coordinator Ralph Griffin. 6203 or Jane Elder Wulff at 360-687-9872.
HOME Riedlingerrecalls feeling asingle drop of raindroponown
Gl Ob al Imp aCt face, and then seeing a drop hit the entranced man’s face,
DANNY CHAN ouran Beastey | LIFE a flash of lightning fqllowed. and the man sub.sequen'tly
: : | sasthunad A from front and abruptly broke his trance and started dancing bellig-

At Budget we work with many insurance : erently in the way of his new spirit.

companies to find the best fit for your BUSINESS ‘ from elders in the community, many would rather make All in all, the art from the Nigerians he encountered
needs and to fit your Budget. ' a beat on the computer. was largely engrained into the culture in the way “a
Call today for a free quote! HEALTH Nonetheless as globalization ‘becomes an ever- tailor sees himself as a tailor” he says, as opposed to

| presentreality, the people of Africaremain vibrantand a musician who sees himself as an artist.
5 O 3 5 1 5 4 3 7 7 | diverse he says. In a country like Nigeria where many As he explored life where he was, most of his photos

were snapped as he was in the streets, capturing
people in motion. In these images he categorizes the
responses from people realizing they’re being photo-
graphed to either defiant of stoic.

His favorite images are where the subjects are look-
ing back at him. “It gives them more agency,” he says.
“[In that] I don’t feel like I’m taking, because they're
giving.”

To support Riedlinger’s campaign for Just Like
That, visit www.indiegogo.com/projects/just-like-that-
photo-book.
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Does your snoring wake you up at night? Do you
wake up tired in the morning? Do you wake up in
the middle of the night? Do you have problems with
attention and focusing? Does your significant other
complain about any of the above? Are you choking
and waking up abruptly, and did you know that stress
from this can cause mini heart attacks? If you can

answer yes to any of these questions... | - TR PN T g A
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We are located on the
corner of MLK and Russell
Street, on the second floor
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