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are fascinating. They reveal a tall, 
so m ew h at aw k w ard  w om an 
("seven feet" says one of her 
former charges, before correcting 
herself), often wearing a long 
menswear coat and hat, yet also 
displaying a sense of style, an 
instinct for how to present her­
self. One wonders at this appar­
ent loner's persistence in captur­
ing arresting images that place 
her in the broader world.

The filmmakers don't attempt to 
sum Maier up, or resolve her contra­
dictions. Instead, they attend to 
her. What some critics have called 
obsessive struck me as a quality of 
attention that is all too missing in 
the world, a sort of mindful curiosity 
and genuine regard.

Importantly, Maloof and many

of his subjects display a willingness 
to reflect on (or at least to demon­
strate) what their interaction with 
Maier's story says about them.

One of her employers seems 
almost to argue with M aier in the 
guise of arguing with the filmmak­
ers. Another fusses a bit about 
her struggles to end M aier's time 
with their family. A friend ex­
p re s se s  re g re t fo r hav in g  
"dropped the ball" during an en­
counter with Maier late in her life, 
mindful of the family concerns that 
distracted her from loneliness that 
she might have addressed. Often 
you see a flicker of recognition of 
things missed.

The result is a film that applies a 
kind of reverence to reflecting on 
this person's life which not only 
honors her but, indirectly, offers 
some instruction on attentiveness.

Maier seems a particularly com­
pelling mystery now, but in life she 
was by turns odd and ordinary, a 
quiet woman without money, fam­
ily, or connections. Evidently she 
was damaged, and not well-adjusted 
by any conventional standard. But 
as the filmmakers discover, she had 
traveled the world, had relatives in 
the French Alps who still remember 
her, and displayed wit and a crack­
ling intelligence. And a prodigious 
talent.

Maier's photographs reveal an 
inquisitiveness about human expe­
rience that is too often lacking in the 
world. And so does this lovely and 
remarkable film.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on the 
Oregon Court o f  Appeals and the 

first woman o f  color to serve in that 
capacity. Her movie review column 
Opinionated Judge appears regu­
larly in The Portland Observer. You 
can f in d  her m ovie b log at 
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.

Terrell Brandon 
Barber Shop

1330 NE Alberta St.
Tues-Sat 10AM-6PM • 503-460-0348

Upholstery Cleaning • Sofa/Loveseat • Pet Stains • Flood Restorations

CARPET CLEANING & STEAMER 

7 0 5 - 2 5 8 7

2 Rooms + HallI

. Extra 
I rooms $10 
each with 
coupon.

$59 95
I---------------------------------------------

I Complete House
I a , _____ —— I
I
Up to 
lOOOsq feet 
with coupon.

J With Free | 

Deoderizer |

J

We Also Do Janitorial Services

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Carpet Cleaning

Spot/Stain Removal • 24 Hour Flood Service 
Upholstery Cleaning • Area Rug Cleaning • Dry Time 2-4 Hours 

Free Estimates • Available WeekendsTerry Family
F uneral  

H om e

2337 N. Williams Ave. 
Portland, Or 97227

503-249-1788

Salvation Army 
&

Straightway Services
WHERE FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION

Presents

Midnight Basketball at the 
Salvation Army (Moore Street)

Come have fun and build positive relationships

We make the service personal.
You make the tribute personal.

Every time we arrange a personalized funeral service, we take special pride going 
the extra mile. With our online Memorial Obituary, now we can do even more. 
Friends and family can find out service information, view photos, read obituary, 

order flowers and leave personal messages of condolences from anywhere, anytime. 
Sim ply go to  o u r website.

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

Saturday,
June 7th, 7PM
Ages 1 4 -2 5 . Two divisions’ 

youth and adults

Placement day is June 7th 
starting at 7pm

A draft w ill place you on a 
team; draft will be conducted 

by Coaches and Mentors.

A compliance class will be 
a main component.

Register at Salvation Army 
on June 7th- 5325 N 

Williams St.

"D edicated to p rov id ing  excellent service  
a n d  superior care o f  y o u r  loved  one ”

Dwight A. Terry 
Oregon License CO-3644 

Amy S. Terry 
Oregon License FS-0395

Straightway Services 
PO BOX 12352 

Portland, Or 97212
Phone 503-960-9431 

straightwayservices@live.com 
Straightwayservices.web.com

opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com
http://www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com
mailto:straightwayservices@live.com
Straightwayservices.web.com

