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Audit Tackles Achievement Gap
A nAw ctutp* aud it hoc f/MinJ f ~ ' ■ " n  « • • . . _

First Lady Student Performance
A new  state  aud it has found  

that m inority and econom ically d is­
ad v an tag ed  8th g raders  w ere s ig ­
n ifican tly  beh ind  th e ir peers in 
learn ing . A frican -A m erican , H is ­
pan ic  and  N ative  A m erican  8 th  
g raders  w ere  at leas t a y ea r b e ­
h ind  th e ir peers  in read ing  and  
m ath . E c o n o m ic a lly  d is a d v a n ­
tag ed  s tu den ts  w ere  a t least a y ea r 
beh ind  in m ath .

"O regon m ust im prove ach ieve­
m en t fo r all s tu d en ts, e sp ec ia lly  
m in o rity  and d isad v an tag ed  s tu ­
d en ts  w ho are fa llin g  fu rth e r b e ­
h ind . T h is aud it is a first s tep  to 
sh ine  a sp o tlig h t on the need  to 
im prove  ach iev em en t fo r all s tu ­
d en ts  and  c lo se  the ach iev em en t Kate Brown
gap for m inority  and econom ically  eco n o m ic  co n seq u en ces  fo r low  
d is a d v a n ta g e d  s tu d e n ts ,"  s a id  a ch iev em en t. L o w er ach iev in g  
S ecre tary  o f  S ta te  K ate B row n. s tu d en ts  are less like ly  to g radu-

T here  are s ig n ifican t social and  a te  from  h igh  school. O regon ians
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open during the festivities.
“W e’re w orking together w ith

the organizers, the neighbors and 
the local business com m unity to 
m ake Last Thursday a terrific event 
for everybody,” H ales said.

The m ayor also is asking police to 
strictly enforce open-container drink­
ing in the right o f  way, as well as 
marijuana use. The city’s Noise O f­
fice and police will work to bring 
street musicians within compliance 
o f the city ’ s noise code, officials said.

In recent years, neighbors have 
com plained about livability con­
cerns, including public urinations, 
d runkenness, lo itering , littering, 
noise, double parking and fights.

H ales began exploring ways o f  
m aintaining the celebration w hile 
addressing neighborhood concerns 
last year in his first year o f  office. He 
also asked staff to investigate a lter­
native funding proposals.

“Last year, taxpayers through­
out Portland subsidized Last T hurs­
day by an estim ated $75,000 to 
$80,000,” said C had Stover, project 
m anager in the m ayor’s office. “That 
includes police, fire, Transportation 
Bureau personnel, and the O ffice o f

N eighborhood Involvem ent. The 
M ayor’s O ffice also covered the 
cost o f  port-a-potties, garbage, re­
cycling and security services.”

S tover and others in the m ayor’s 
office will spend part o f this year 
looking for a funding alternative 
that w on’t cost the public.

T ypically , organizers o f street 
fairs develop non-profit status, work 
together w ith businesses and neigh­
bors in the area, and apply for a 
perm it from  the city. C ity services 
are provided in a support role, but 
the organizers are prim arily respon­
sible for funding and m anagem ent. 
In the case o f  Last Thursday, no 
such body was ever created and, as 
a result, taxpayers have been cover­
ing the cost.

“T he m ayor believes that should 
be the m odel for Last Thursday as 
w ell,” S tover said.

“Last Thursday is a special event 
that m any Portlanders love,” H ales 
said. “W e want to find a way to m ake 
it a sustainable event that is w el­
com ed and appreciated by neigh­
bors and businesses, as well as the 
Last Thursday enthusiasts w ho at­
tend each year. Ultim ately, the event 
needs to m anage appropriately and 
it needs a financial hom e.”

w ithou t a h ig h  school d ip lo m a are 
m ore likely  to  be unem p lo y ed , re ­
ceive  p ub lic  ass is tan ce , and  be 
in carce ra ted  at som e po in t in the ir 
lifetim e.

A udito rs  v is ited  n ine schoo ls 
tha t w ere su ccessfu lly  c lo sin g  the 
gap  by m ain ta in in g  safe and  p o s i­
tiv e  sch o o l e n v iro n m e n ts  w ith  
h igh  ex p ec ta tio n s  and  h igh  su p ­
port, teach e r co llab o ra tio n , da ta- 
in fo rm ed  in stru c tio n  and  strong  
leadersh ip .

T he aud it reco m m en d s tha t the 
O regon  D epartm en t o f  E duca tion  
co n tin u e  to rep o rt on the  p rog ress  
in c lo sin g  ach iev em en t gaps, and 
to id en tify  and  d issem in a te  e ffe c ­
tive  p rac tices  linked  to im prov ing  
o u tco m es.

an impact
Jason Dorsette, director of the Lonnie B. Harris Black Cultural Center, moved from 
North Carolina to Oregon to implement his goals as an agent of change. He set out 
to visit all 50 states, but as soon as he stepped onto campus, he was energized to 
make a positive impact — to recruit and retain students
of color and educate them about the commonalities all 
people share — regardless of their background.

Join Beaver Nation and find your opportunity. 
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“Sex and  the C ity ” s ta r S arah  
Jess ica  P ark er, w ho  has v is ited  
the schoo l and  w ill a lso  be in 
a tte n d a n c e  b e s id e s  M ic h e lle  
O bam a for the kids ’ perform ance.

T an ish a  Jo n es , p a ren t to  one 
o f  the young  p e rfo rm ers , says 
the W hite  H ouse v is it w ill be “a 
once in life tim e o p p ortun ity” and 
fo re c a s ts  it w ill c h a n g e  h e r 
d a u g h te r’s life  fo r the good. She 
says i t ’s all the m ore  ex citin g  
co n sid e rin g  h er d au g h ter p layed  
M ichelle  O bam a in an ex tra -cu r­
ricu la r p lay  w ith  M av erick  M ain
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S tage  P ro d u c tio n s ' last w in ter.
“W e ’re very  p ro u d , and  happy  

and  b le sse d ,” says Jo n es .
R eca llin g  the n ig h t she an d  h e r 

h u sb an d  had  been  in fo rm ed  th a t 
th e ir  d au g h te r S ina i Jo n es  w ou ld  
be p a rtic ip a tin g , she reca lls  sh e d ­
d ing  tears  o f  jo y , and  h av in g  to  
k eep  it a sec re t from  h e r  fo r  a 
w hole  day so the  schoo l co u ld  
announce  it to  a ll the  se lec tees .

N ow  she say s  s h e ’s m o s tly  
hop efu l fo r w hat the  ex p e rien ce  
will bring.

“W e ’re ex c ited  fo r the e x p e r i­
ence and fo r them  to  b rin g  tha t 
back  h o m e .”

Charles Washington
Past Publisher of the Portland Observer

In memory of an outstanding and dedicated . 
member of Portland's Longest Standing 
Minority Publication.

.1 server

oregonstate.edu/admissions
rver.com

