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Beyond an Ugly Past
Portland
woman s 
memoir of 
a hard life 
and hope
by M ichael L eighton 
T he P ortland O bserver 

A long time Portland woman 
has written an inspirational and 
dramatic story about how she 
escaped poverty and life-and- 
death challenges as a child to 
build a better life.

“I Thought I W ouldn’t Tell 
It,” by Deloris Dallas is a mem-. 
oir of a hard life and hope.

“This is my first book, which 
my daughter encouraged me to 
write after the death o f my 
mother over two years ago,” 
Dallas told the Portland Ob­
server. “I am happy about this 
accomplishment because it was 
not easy writing about myself 
and my ugly past.”

In the memoir, Dallas recalls 
growing up on Jamaica, an is­
land whose beauty often con­
tradicted by appalling moments 
in her childhood. From her birth 
in the rural island countryside to 
abandonment by her parents, 
she faced life-or-death chal­
lenges earlier than most. When 
she was at a foster home farm, 
grownups were often enemies. 
As an adolescent, they often 
betrayed her trust.

But she remained determined 
to learn and grow, which led to 
a flight from her homeland to the 
United States when she was an 
adult. The journey forced her to 
leave her children and break the 
law, and also forced her to con­
front sex traffickers.

It was only through years of
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A MEMOIR OF HARD LIFE AND HOPE

hard work that she was able to 
return to Jamaica, rescue her 
children from poverty, and bring 
them to the United States, where 
they could be safe. Although 
she has been scarred, she some­
how beat the odds to build a 
better life for herself and her 
family.

Dallas has been living in Port­
land for 25 years. She and her 
husband are foster parents and 
have raised seven children of 
their own, who all are grown 
men and women now.

“I Thought I W ouldn’t Tell 
It,” takes you on a tremendous 
journey as Dallas finds out 
where she came from, who she 
is, and why she continues to 
believe that anything is possible.

Copies are available from 
Abbot Press, abottpress.com 
or through your local or online 
book seller.
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At Budget we work with many insurance 

companies to find the best fit for your 
needs and to fit your Budget.

Call today for a free quote!

503 515 4377
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Fax 503 610 7011 Office 503 254 7188
1710 NE 82nd Ave Portland, OR 97220 

Independent agents serving Oregon & Washington
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Classic Cuts 

&
Lawn Care Maintenance

Mowing, Edging & Trimming • Pruning, Tilling, & Gardening 
Clean-Up & Hauling • Leaf & Debris Removal • Composting 
Yard Maintenance • Bark Dusting • Power-Washing • &More! 

Commercial & Residential Services

For free estimates call Owner James Wimbish at:
503-890-4826

“Your satisfaction is my guarantee”
Bowei vel @ Comcast, net

Chiropractic Auto Injury Clinic, PC
Zchon R. Jones, DC

333 NE Russell St., #200, Portland, OR. 97212
(503) 284-7838

Truly making a difference in the lives of 
Auto Accident victims and Injured Workers for nearly 20 years.

If you or someone you know has been in an accident, 
call us so we can help you with your needs. (503) 284-7838

We are located on the 
corner o f MLK and Russell 
Street, on the second floor 

above the coffee shop.
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