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Beyond an Ugly Past

Portland
woman’s
memoir of
a hard life

and hope

BY MICHAEL LEIGHTON
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

A long time Portland woman

has written an inspirational and
dramatic story about how she
escaped poverty and life-and-
death challenges as a child to
build abetter life.

“I Thought I Wouldn’t Tell

It,” by Deloris Dallas isamem-,

oir of a hard life and hope.

“Thisis my firstbook, which
my daughterencouragedmeto
write after the death of my
mother over two years ago,”
Dallas told the Portland Ob-
server. “lam happy about this
accomplishmentbecause it was
not easy writing about myself
and my ugly past.”

Inthe memoir, Dallas recalls
growing up on Jamaica, an is-
land whose beauty often con-
tradicted by appalling moments
in herchildhood. From herbirth
inthe ruralisland countrysideto
abandonment by her parents,
she faced life-or-death chal-
lenges earlier than most. When
she was at a foster home farm,
grownups were often enemies.
As an adolescent, they often
betrayed her trust.

Butsheremained determined
tolearnand grow, which ledto
aflightfromherhomelandtothe
United States when she was an
adult. The journey forced herto
leave her children and break the
law, and also forced her to con-
front sex traffickers.

It was only through years of
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hard work that she was able to
return to Jamaica, rescue her
children frompoverty,andbring
themtothe United States, where
they could be safe. Although
she has been scarred, she some-
how beat the odds to build a
better life for herself and her
family.

Dallas has been living in Port-
land for 25 years. She and her
husband are foster parents and
have raised seven children of
their own, who all are grown
men and women now.

“I'Thought | Wouldn’t Tell
It,” takes you on atremendous
journey as Dallas finds out
where she came from, who she
18, and why she continues to
believe thatanything is possible.

Copies are available from
Abbot Press, abottpress.com
or through yourlocal oronline
book seller.
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| We are located on the

' corner of MLK and Russell

Street, on the second floor
above the coffee shop.
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