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‘j New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
~ Cleaning
~ Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

:. A small distance/travel charge
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
' 2 Cleaning Areas or
. more $30.00 Each Area

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas |
| (Includes: 1 small Hallway) |

' 1Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00 |
| Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area |
| (Hallway Extra) |
|

| Stairs (12-16 stairs - With |'
Other Services): $25.00 |

Area/Oriental Rugs: |
$25.00 Minimum
' Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): |
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139

Chair or Recliner:

$25 - $49 %
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES
* Area & Oriental Rug
Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet '\
Odor Treatment
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
| * Minor Water Damage
| Services

' SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL |
PRICES & SERVICES |

Call for Appointment |

(503) 281-3949 |

April 16, 2014
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Hiding Profits in Slimy Offshore Wormholes

Tax loopholes abuse our public trust

BY Jim HIGHTOWER
The dictionary
defines the caterpil-
lar as a “wormlike
larva” and a
“crawler.” Also, that
“pillar” part of the
wordisderived from
a French verb that means to “pil-
lage, abuse, mistreat.”
Goodtoknow. Now, meet Cater-
pillar Inc., the world’s largest maker
of construction and mining ma-
chines.
A recent report by the Senate’s

Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations found that this
wormlike behemoth has crawled
through a tax loophole to abuse
our public trust.

In recent years, Caterpillar
has quietly shifted some $8 bil-
lion in profits gained from sell-

ing parts on the global market into a
Swiss subsidiary in order to avoid
paying more than $2 billion in taxes
it owed to our country.

Even though this subsidiary has
only 65 employees and neither makes
nor sells spare parts, Caterpillar took
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advantage of a slick accounting
maneuver that channeled 85 per-
centof its international parts profits
into what amounts to a tax shelter.

Corporate officials tried to blus-
ter their way through a subcommit-
tee hearing, insisting that their off-
shoring of profits was merely meant
to streamline the corporate flow
chart.

It was “prudent,” said
Caterpillar’s top financial officer, “to
eliminate the unnecessary middle-
man” between the profits made on
global sales and the paying of taxes
on those profits. That’s “absolutely
absurd,” said Sen. Carl Levin (D-
Mich.), the subcommittee chairman.

Levin pointed out that the
“middleman” she was referring to
is Caterpillar itself. The Peoria-

based heavy-equipment manufac-
turer designed, made, and sold
the products — and the only rea-
son it wormed its profits into a
Swiss subsidiary was to cheat on
the tax bill it legitimately owes in
its home country.

When you hear right-wingers say
that America doesn’t have the
money for infrastructure repairs,
poverty programs, etc., here’s some-
thing to remember. Giant corpora-
tions based in the United States,
including Caterpillar, have hidden
some $2 trillion of their profits in
slimy offshore wormholes.

Otherwords columnist Jim
Hightower is a radio commentator,
writer, and public speaker. He's
also editor of the populist newslet-
ter, The Hightower Lowdown.
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