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community service

Fighting
Skeptics say 
housing 
investment 
will not cure 
gentrification
by D onovan M . S mith 
T he P ortland O bserver

A plan to increase public m onies 
for the construction o f m ore afford­
able housing units in the gentrified 
neighborhoods o f  north and north­
east Portland is draw ing a  m ixed 
review.

“It doesn ’t undo w hat was prom ­
ised w hen the Interstate C orridor 
U rban R enew al A rea was estab­
lished [in the year 2 ,000],” says 
M axine F itzpatrick, director o f  the 
Portland C om m unity Reinvestm ent 
Initiative (PC R I)and co-chair o f  the 
Portland A frican A m erican Leader­
ship Forum  (PAALF).

Fitzpatrick, says M ayor Charlie 
H ales’ recent proposal o f  adding 
$20 m illion to affordable housing 
stock in the heavily gentrified neigh­
borhoods in north and northeast 
Portland, would help black fam ilies 
and other disadvantaged popula­
tions both stay and return to the 
area, but says the eventual con­
s truc tion  o f  new  housing  units 
w ould not by any m eans act as a 
cure to gentrification.

H ales’ proposal cam e last m onth 
after he converged w ith “50 leaders 
o f  the A frican-A m erican com m u­
nity and neighborhood and busi­
ness representatives” , to try to res-
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cue a  planned developm ent o f  a 
T rader Jo e ’s grocery on northeast 
M artin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
and A lberta S treet that would get 
support from  the Portland D evelop­
m ent Com m ission.

H ales called  for the additional 
housing support after PA A L F m ade 
local and national headlines for their 
protests o f  the T rader Jo e’s pro­
posal in w hich they suggested the 
site should include construction o f 
affordable housing in som e capac­
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Portland Community Reinvestment Director Maxine Fitzpatrick works to increase affordable housing choices in the inner city. She 
visits a property at 4064 N.E. Grand Ave. where she’s trying to get the green light from the Portland Development Commission to 
redevelop the site into a multiple housing unit for seniors. She is hopeful Mayor Charlie Hales’ recent proposal of $20 million in 
additional monies for building more affordable housing units in north and northeast Portland will help fight displacement, but says it 
by no means is a cure to gentrification.
ity.

The specialty grocer was alm ost 
certainly going to build on the lot 
w hen the PDC deal was announced 
in N ovem ber, but by January a 
T rad e r J o e ’s sp o k esp e rso n  a n ­
nounced they were pulling out o f

the deal citing the com m unity ’ s pro­
test.

T he city had already assured 
$34.4 m illion to subsidize housing 
construction through 2021 that is 
reserved for low  and m oderate in­
com e people and families.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  re p o r t  
Portland’s African Am erican C om ­
m unity in M ultnom ah County: An 
Unsettling Profile, by the C oalition 
o f Communities o f Color and School 
o f Social W ork at Portland State 
University, black people make up 18

percent o f the local hom eless popu­
lation, com pared to ju s t 7 percent o f 
the general population . A frican 
Am ericans are also overrepresented 
in em ergency shelters and transi-
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