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My Walk Has Never Been Average
On stage with black women in non-traditional jobs

W hat is it like to  be a b lack  w om an w ork ing  in 
the construction  trades in A m erica?  A nd if  I ’m not 
that w om an, w hy should  I care?  H ow  does her life 
im pact m ine?

T he answ er to that question  will becom e ap p ar­
ent w hen you jo in  the A u g u st W ilson R ed D oor 
P ro jec t and  P o rtlan d  P lay h o u se , w ho  are c o ­
hosting  M y W alk H as N ever Been A verage, a 
m u ltim ed ia  p resen ta tio n  based  on the lives o f  
w om en w hose stories are rarely  told.

A d ap ted  fo r the  s tag e  from  in -d ep th , first- 
person  in terv iew s w ith b lack  w om en in all aspects 
o f  construction , the p roduction  will take place as 
part o f  P o rtlan d ’s F ertile  G round  festival, on S a t­
urday, Feb. 1 at 7 :30  p.m . at P ortland  P layhouse, 
602  N E  Presco tt St. The stories reveal g rea t inner 
streng th  and accom plishm en t in the face o f  the 
m ultip le  oppressions fac ing  b lack  w ork ing  class 
w om en in A m erica. T hese are stories o f  fam ilies 
and  co m m u n itie s , o f  fig h tin g  fo r su rv ival and  
ach iev ing  success, and o f  re la tionsh ip  dynam ics 
w hen w om en m ove out o f  non trad itional roles.

T he in terv iew s w ere co nducted  by R oberta  S. 
H unte, w ho teaches B lack  S tudies and W om en, 
G ender, and S exuality  S tud ies at P ortland  State.

W alk is d irec ted  by C atherine  M ing T ’ien D uffly , 
w ho teaches theater and perfo rm ance stud ies at 
R eed C ollege.

W h en  a sk e d  w h y  sh e  w as d ra w n  to  th e  
p ro je c t, P ro fe sso r  D u ffly  sa id , “ W h at I lo v e  
a b o u t th e  in te rs e c tio n  o f  th e a tre  a n d  so c ia l 
c h a n g e  w o rk  is  th a t  it a llo w s  a u d ie n c e s  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  a g iv en  is su e  in  a n ew  w ay , an d  to  
o ffe r  new  in s ig h t an d  n ew  so lu tio n s  to  lo n g - 
e s ta b lish e d  p ro b le m s .”

B onnie R atner, w ho adap ted  the m ateria l in to  a 
stage p iece, is a lso  the execu tive  d irec to r o f  the 
A ugust W ilson  R ed D o o r P ro ject. T he R ed D o o r’s 
m ission  is to  use the arts and  d ia logue to  ch ange  the 
racial eco logy  o f  Portland.

M y W alk  H as N ev er B een A verage  stars R oslyn  
F arring ton , S helley  M atthew s, A ngela  B onilla , 
W anda A bioto , A ngela  F reem an , S kee ter G reene, 
A iyanna C unn ingham  and Josie  Seid. T ick e ts  are 
$5 and are availab le  th rough  boxoffice tickets.com  
or calling  503-445-6658 .

T he A ugust W ilson  R ed D oor P ro jec t w ill host 
a ta lk  back  fo llow ing  the perfo rm ance. T he p e rfo r­
m ance is sponso red  by O regon  T rad esw o m en , 
In c .

My Walk Has Never Been Average, a multimedia presentation 
based on the oppressions black working class women face, will 
take place Saturday, Feb. 1 at 7:30 p.m. at Portland Playhouse, 
602 N.E. Prescott St. The event is co-hosted by the local 
theater group and the August Wilson Red Door Project as part of 
Portland’s Fertile Ground Festival.

Action Bronson

Ex-Chef Rapperin Portland
E x -C h ef A ction  B ronson, a rapper from  Q ueens, N ew  Y ork, 

w h o  h as  g a in e d  fa m e  fo r  le a d in g  th e  c i t y ’s h ip -h o p  
reaw aken ing , is com ing  to P e te ’s R oom  at the R oseland  T h e­
a te r on M onday , Feb. 3.

A hefty  ex -chef, h e ’s got a sty le  like  G hostface  K illah . He 
is signed  to V ice R ecords and A tlan tic  R ecords and is cu r­
ren tly  w ork ing  on his first m ajo r label studio  album .

B ronson 's  fa ther is an A lban ian  im m ig ran t and h is m other 
is a Jew ish  N ew  Y orker. B efore  en terin g  the rap  scene, he w as 
a respec ted  fire-flam e gourm et c h e f in N ew  Y ork C ity . He 
frequen tly  raps about food in his songs and h osted  his ow n 
on line  cook ing  show  en titled  "A ction in the K itchen ."
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The com m unity is invited to en ­
joy  three days o f  exciting big band 
jazz  at the 52nd Annual C lark C ol­
lege Jazz Festival, Thursday Jan. 30 
through Saturday, Feb. 1 in G aiser 
Hall on the co llege’s V ancouver 
cam pus.

Sixty middle and high school jazz 
ensembles are scheduled to perform 
with trophies presented to the top 
three jazz ensembles for all divisions. 
Individual ou tstanding  m usician  
awards will also be presented at the 
end o f each day ’ s preliminary compe­
titions. The Dale Beacock Memorial 
Sweepstakes Award will be presented

to one outstanding band selected 
from the entire festival.

Preliminary competitions will run 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Finals 
com petitions will begin at 7 p.m. all 
three evenings w ith trophies pre­
sented at the end o f the evening.

The Clark College Jazz Ensemble 
will perform  at 8:30 p.m. on T hurs­
day, noon and 8:30 p.m. on Friday, 
an d  n o o n  on  S a tu rd a y . T h e  
festival’s 2013 Sw eepstakes Band, 
R oosevelt High School Jazz I from 
Seattle will hold the spotlight on 
Saturday at 8:30 p.m.

A dm ission is $5 per day.

boxofficetickets.com

