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* photo by Donovan M. Smith/T he P ortland O bserver 
A former Portland Fire Station comes tumbling down on Friday as crews demolish the structure at 
4867 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

A form er Portland Fire Station in 
the King N eighborhood that had 
been used as com m ercial office 
space in recent decades was dem ol­
ished by a w recking crew  on Friday.

C onstructed in 1924 as Chem ical 
Engine Station #14, the building on 
the west side o f  M artin Luther King 
Jr. B oulevard ju s t south o f A lberta 
Street, was listed in P ortland’s in­

ventory o f  historic resources, but 
was not protected as a historic land­
m ark, said officials with the c ity ’s 
Bureau o f D evelopm ent Services.

The fire station was originally 
designed by former Fire Chief Lee G. 
H olden in a m anner that was sim ilar 
to other fire houses he had built in 
the city at the tim e with its Colonial 
style, portico, and Tuscan columns,

officials said.
N o de ta ils  w ere  av ailab le  on 

w hat w ill be dev e lo p ed  on the 
p roperty  site. C alls  to  the d em o li­
tion  ap p lican t, lis ted  in pub lic  
reco rds as C oncord  A sso c ia tes  
and  N orth  N e ig h b o rh o o d , tw o  
lim ited liability  corporations, w ith 
Jam es A dam son nam ed  as ow ner, 
w ere not re tu rned .
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(A P) —  G ov. John  K itzhaber 
said  F riday  he is b ring ing  in o u t­
side help  to get O regon 's  troub led  
health  in su rance  ex change  going.

The governor said form er Provi­
dence  H ealth  S ystem  C E O  G reg 
V an P elt w ill "lend  h is expertise  
a n d  p ro v id e  an  in d e p e n d e n t ,  
o u tsider's  view  o f  C over O reg o n ." 
Pelt w ill not be paid.

O regon  w as an early  leader in 
d ev e lo p in g  an exch an g e  but w as 
em b arrassed  w hen the on line  e n ­
ro llm en t system  w asn 't ready  to 
launch  in O ctober. T he exchange , 
know n as C o v er O regon , is ru n ­
ning  far beh ind  o th e r s ta tes and 
has yet to en ro ll anyone.

T he  s ta te  is u s in g  a p aper- 
based  b ackup  system  instead  and 
has h ired  o r reass ig n ed  400  w o rk ­
e rs  to p ro cess  ap p lic a tio n s  by 
hand . Governor John Kitzhaber

K itzhaber also  said  D r. Bruc< 
G oldberg , d irec to r o f  the O regoi 
H ealth  A uthority , w ill oversee th< 
app lica tion  and en ro llm en t pro 
cess. O regon  has received  abou 
30,000 paper applications thus far 
the gov ern o r said. A bout 5 ,00( 
have  been  p ro cessed  and  sem 
back  to app lican ts , w ho then  have 
the op tion  to p ick  an insurance 
plan and send  the ir cho ice  back  tc 
the state  to enroll.

T he s ta te  has a lso  en ro lled  
about 75 ,000  people in M edicaid 
v ia a "fast-track" en ro llm en t p ro ­
cess , reducing  the ranks o f  the 
un insured  by m ore than  10 p e r­
cent.

K itzhaber says the m oves w ill 
free C over O regon  E xecu tive  D i­
rec to r R ocky K ing to focus on 
g e ttin g  th e  e x c h a n g e  w e b s ite  
w orking.
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