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’j New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge |
may be applied |

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or |
more $30.00 Each Area |

- Pre-Spray Traffic Areas |
. (Includes: 1 small Hallway) |
|

' 1Cleaning Area (only)

" $40.00
' Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area |
' (Hallway Extra)

| Stairs (12-16 stairs - With |
' Other Services): $25.00

' Area/Oriental Rugs:

- $25.00Minimum

' Area/Oriental Rugs(Wool):
| $40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
| Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
LEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139

Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49 %
Throw Pillows (With

Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL

SERVICES |
| * Area & Oriental Rug |
. Cleaning ‘
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning

* Deodorizing & Pet ’}

- Odor Treatment
| * Spot & Stain

' Removal Service
| * Scotchguard Protection |
' * Minor Water Damage |

" Services ;
|
SEE CURRENT FLYER |

FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949

—
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SPARE The AYE»
SPolVTHE PUBUS
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Social Security cuts could push them over the brink

BY PETER HArT [

Following the [§
government
shutdown |
drama, politi-
cians in Wash-
ington appear
hopelessly divided, according to
conventional wisdom.

Fair enough. But there’s at least
one area where many politicians
from both of the major parties agree
—and many of the TV talking heads
and newspaper pontificators are
with them, too. Social Security, they
insist, “needs” to be cut.

For the last few years, after a
major standoff, the usual Beltway
pundits have been talking about
something they like tocall the “grand
bargain.”

That sure sounds like a good
thing. Who doesn’t love a bargain?
Well, here’s the question you
should ask yourself: Who's actu-
ally getting one? It’s more likely
than not that the savings aren’t
headed your way.

In Washingtonspeak, a “grand
bargain” means some kind of bud-
get deal where everyone is forced to
give a little in order to reduce the

budget deficit and tackle the
country’s debt. To get Republicans
to agree to raise more revenue (i.e.,
taxes), Democrats have to agree to
some spending cuts.

As with most things, the devil’s
in the details. There’s essentially

ing on (Social Security) for a signifi-
cant share of their income often live
dangerously close to the poverty
line,” according to the Economic
Policy Institute. That means cuts of
any kind could jeopardize their liv-
ing standards.

L For the past few decades,
politicians and pundits have ginned
up a “crisis” over Social Security’s
finances. At this point, you can say
almost anything about Social Security
and get away with it. | )

unanimous Republican opposition
toraising taxes on the wealthy. That
makes authentic bargaining tough.
And on the other side, the cuts are
intended for programs like Medi-
care and Social Security, key ele-
ments of the safety net and perhaps
the most popular government
spending programs.

Medicare and Social Security are
remarkably successful in helping
keep seniors and others in need out
of poverty. But “households rely-

Pundits and journalists cheer this
talk of a “bargain,” and they praise
politicians — especially Democrats
— who have the “courage” to back
such cuts.

For the past few decades, politi-
cians and pundits have ginned up a
“crisis” over Social Security’s fi-
nances. At this point, you can say
almost anything about Social Secu-
rity and get away with it.

Right now, yet another wave of
scare stories about Social Security

ICARE

‘Many Elderly Close to Poverty’s Edge

has soaked the media. 60 Minutes
recently did a segment about the
allegedly rampant fraud in the So-
cial Security disability system. But
back in reality, disability benefits
are difficult to collect, and the pro-
gram is watched very closely for
signs of cheating. _

The Washington Post ran a big
story about the problem of people
collecting benefits for their de-
ceased loved ones. Front-page
news in the nation’s capital — but
if you read closely, you would dis-
cover that we're talking about 0.006
percent of the checks.

So long as the media can keep
churning out this misleadingly
alarmist Social Security coverage,
more politicians will talk up the
idea of “fixing” the program.
When you hear them say this, you
should know that they mean cut-
ting benefits.

Be on the lookout: When the TV
talking heads and politicians all
agree thatit’s time to strike a “grand
bargain” to “protect” or “fix”’ Social
Security, check the fine print.
Someone’s getting a bargain, but
it’s probably not you.

Peter Hart is the activism direc-
tor of Fairness and Accuracy in
Reporting.




