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’\ New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

- Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
| 2 Cleaning Areas or
- more $30.00 Each Area

| Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

' 1 Cleaning Area (only)

' $40.00

| Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area |
| (Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With |

| Other Services): $25.00 |‘

' Area/Oriental Rugs: |
$25.00 Minimum |
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):

$40.00 Minimum |

. Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00

Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139

Chair or Recliner:

$25 - $49 %
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Area & Oriental Rug
Cleaning

* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet
Odor Treatment

* Spot & Stain

Removal Service

* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage

Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949

November 13, 2013

AND A LUMP
OF COAL FOR

-WoSe WHO NeeD
To POl TREMSENES
BY THER OWN

Heartless for
the holiday

BY SAM P1zziGaTi 4

Scrooge has come early this
year. He’s already kicking our
Tiny Tims. This holiday sea-
son, kids in America’s poorest
families will have less to eat.

Nov. 1 brought $5 billion in
new cuts to the nation’s food stamp program,
now officially known as the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, or SNAP.

Poor families are losing on average 7 percent
of their food aid, calculates the Center on Bud-
getand Policy Priorities. A mother with two kids
willlose $319 over the rest of the current federal
fiscal year. The cuts could cost some families a
week’s worth of meals amonth, says the chief of
America’s largest food bank.

More cuts are looming. A House of Repre-
sentatives majority is demanding an additional
$39 billion in “savings.” Ohio and other states,
in the meantime, are moving to limit food stamp
eligibility.

Today’s heartlessness toward America’s
most vulnerable actually goes far deeper than
food stamp cuts, as a new Economic Policy
Institute report documents in rather chilling
detail.

Four states, the report notes, have “lifted
restrictions on child labor.” In Wisconsin, state
law used to limit school-age kids to five hours of
work a day on school days. The new law erases

these limits.

Other states are cutting back on protec-
tions for low-wage workers of all ages. Earlier
this year, Mississippi adopted a law that
bans cities and counties in the state from
giving local workers even unpaid sick leave
rights.

America’s current surge of mean-
spiritedness, observes Gordon Lafer, the Uni-
versity of Oregon author of the EPI study,
essentially erupted right after the 2010 elec-
tions. In 11 states, those elections gave right-
wingers “new monopoly control” over the
governor’s mansion and both legislative
chambers.

Lafer links this right-wing electoral triumph
directly to growing inequality. A widening
income gap, he explains, “has produced a
critical mass of extremely wealthy
businesspeople, many of whom are politi-
cally conservative,” and various recent court
cases have given these wealthy a green light
to spend virtually unlimited sums on their
favored candidates.

But America’s new heartlessness reflects
much more than this turbocharged political
power of America’s rich. The widerasociety’s
economic divide, as Demos think tank ana-
lyst Sean McElwee observes, the less empa-
thy on the part of the rich toward the poor. In
a starkly unequal society, people of affluence
“rarely brush shoulders” with people of little
advantage. These rich don’t see the poor.
They stereotype them instead as lazy and
unworthy.

CNN columnist John Sutter has just brought
us face-to-face with this phenomenon, via a

moving and insightful portrait of America’s
mostunequal locale, East Carroll Parish in Loui-
siana.

In East Carroll, the rich live north of Lake
Providence, the poor south. The two groups
seldom interact. East Carroll’s most affluent 5
percent average $611,000 a year, 90 times the
$6,800 incomes the poorest fifth of the parish
average.

“Looking across Lake Providence from the
north,” writes Sutter, “can warp a person’s
vision.”

One example of this warped vision: East
Carroll’s rich see food stamps as an “entitle-
ment” that rots poor people’s incentive to
work. Yet these same rich annually pocket
enormously generous farm subsidies. In 2010,
East Carroll’s most highly subsidized farm
owner grabbed $655,000 from one federal
subsidy alone.

The average food stamp payout in the parish:
$1,492 per person per year.

What should we do about the rampant in-
equality in East Carroll Parish — and far be-
yond? For starters, we could end federal farm
subsidies for wealthy farmers — and restore
food stamps to full strength. :

The longer-term task? That would include
everything from raising taxes on the nation’s
most privileged to raising minimum wages for
the nation’s lowest-paid workers.

In 2013 America, sums up CNN’s Sutter,
we’ve come to see stark gaps between rich and
poor as “inevitable.” His simple reminder for us
all: “They don’t have to be.”

OtherWords columnist Sam Pizzigati is an
Institute for Policy Studies associate fellow.




