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S
New Prices 

Effective 
May 1 ,2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG 
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wooly. 
$40.00Minimum
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Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area 

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services)'. $5.00

%
ADDITIONAL

SERVICES
• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

Heartless for 
the holidays
by S am P izzigati

Scrooge has com e early this
year. H e’s already kicking our 
Tiny Tims. This holiday sea­
son, kids in A m erica’s poorest 
fam ilies will have less to eat.

Nov. 1 brought $5 billion in
new cuts to the nation’s food stam p program , 
now officially known as the Supplem ental N utri­
tion A ssistance Program , or SNAP.

Poor fam ilies are losing on average 7 percent 
o f  their food aid, calculates the C enter on B ud­
get and Policy Priorities. A m other with tw o kids 
will lose $319 over the rest o f  the current federal 
fiscal year. The cuts could cost som e fam ilies a 
w eek’s worth o f m eals a m onth, says the ch ief o f 
A m erica’s largest food bank.

M ore cuts are loom ing. A H ouse o f R epre­
sentatives m ajority is dem anding an additional 
$39 billion in “savings.” Ohio and o ther states, 
in the m eantim e, are m oving to lim it food stam p 
eligibility.

T o d ay ’s heartlessness tow ard A m erica’s 
m ost vulnerable actually goes far deeper than 
food stam p cuts, as a new Econom ic Policy 
Institute report docum ents in rather chilling 
detail.

Four states, the report notes, have “ lifted 
restrictions on child labor.” In W isconsin, state 
law used to lim it school-age kids to five hours o f 
w ork a day on school days. The new law erases

these limits.
O ther states are cu ttin g  back  on p ro tec ­

tions for low -w age w orkers o f  all ages. E arlier 
th is year, M ississipp i ad op ted  a law  that 
bans c ities  and co u n ties  in the  sta te  from  
g iv ing  local w orkers even  unpaid  sick  leave  
rig h ts.

A m e r ic a ’ s c u r r e n t  s u rg e  o f  m e a n -  
sp iritedness, observes G ordon L afer, the U ni­
vers ity  o f  O regon  au th o r o f  the  E P I study , 
e ssen tia lly  e ru p ted  rig h t a fte r the  2 0 1 0  e lec ­
tions. In 11 sta tes, those  e lec tio n s  gave  r ig h t­
w ingers “new  m onopo ly  co n tro l” o v er the 
g o v e rn o r’s m an sio n  and  b o th  le g is la tiv e  
cham bers.

L afer links this right-w ing  electoral trium ph 
d irec tly  to g row ing  inequality . A w iden ing  
incom e gap, he ex p la in s, “has p ro d u ced  a 
c r i t i c a l  m a s s  o f  e x t r e m e ly  w e a l th y  
b u sinesspeop le , m any o f  w hom  are  p o liti­
ca lly  c o n se rv a tiv e ,” and  various recen t co u rt 
cases have g iven  these  w ealthy  a g reen  ligh t 
to  spend  v irtua lly  u n lim ited  sum s on th e ir 
favo red  cand idates.

B ut A m erica ’s new  h eartlessn ess  re flec ts  
m uch m ore than  th is tu rb o ch arg ed  p o litica l 
pow er o f  A m erica’s rich. T he w ider a so cie ty ’s 
econom ic  d iv ide , as D em os th ink  tank  an a ­
lyst Sean M cE lw ee observes, the  less e m p a ­
thy on the part o f  the rich  tow ard  the poor. In 
a stark ly  unequal socie ty , peop le  o f  a ffluence  
“rare ly  brush  sh o u ld ers” w ith  peo p le  o f  little  
advan tage . T hese  rich  d o n ’t see  the poor. 
T hey  s tereo type  them  in stead  as lazy  and 
unw o rth y .

CN N  colum nist John Sutter has ju s t brought 
us face-to-face with this phenom enon, via a

m oving and insightful portrait o f  A m erica’s 
m ost unequal locale, East Carroll Parish in Loui­
siana.

In East Carroll, the rich live north o f  Lake
Providence, the poor south. The tw o groups 
seldom  interact. East C arro ll’s m ost affluent 5 
percent average $611,000 a year, 90 tim es the 
$6,800 incom es the poorest fifth o f the parish 
average.

“Looking across Lake Providence from  the 
north ,” w rites Sutter, “can w arp a  person’s 
v ision .”

O ne ex am p le  o f  th is  w arped  v ision : E ast 
C a rro ll’s rich  see food  stam ps as an “e n title ­
m en t” th a t ro ts  p o o r p e o p le ’s in cen tiv e  to  
w ork . Y et these  sam e rich  an nually  pocket 
enorm ously  generous farm  subsidies. In 2010, 
E ast C a rro ll’s m ost h ig h ly  sub sid ized  farm  
o w n er g rabbed  $655 ,0 0 0  from  one federal 
subsidy  a lone.

The average food stam p payout in the parish:
$ 1,492 per person per year.

W hat should we do about the ram pant in ­
equality  in East Carroll Parish —  and far be­
yond? For starters, we could end federal farm 
subsidies for w ealthy farm ers —  and restore 
food stam ps to full strength.

T he longer-term  task? T hat would include 
everything from  raising taxes on the nation’s 
m ost privileged to raising m inim um  w ages for 
the nation’s low est-paid w orkers.

In 2013 A m erica, sum s up C N N ’s Sutter, 
w e’ve com e to see stark gaps betw een rich and 
poor as “inevitable.” His sim ple rem inder for us 
all: “T hey d on ’t have to be.”

OtherWords columnist Sam Pizzigati is an 
Institute for Policy Studies associate fellow.


