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Rapper Tech N9ne makes Portland stop
The Portland O bserver caught 

up with recording artist Tech N 9ne 
w hen he cam e to town during his 
current 50 city tour. The “Som e­
thing E lse” tour, entitled after his 
latest album  features hip hop indus­
try  h eav y w eig h ts  such  as W iz 
Khalifa, B .O .B., Cee Lo G reen, and 
K endrick Lam ar, his longtim e co l­
laborator K rizz Kaliko and m any 
more.

As the founder o f  his ow n record 
label, S trange M usic, which cu r­
rently pulls in m ore than $20 million 
annually, Tech N 9ne is often la­
beled as the “the m ost successful 
independent rapper o f all tim e”. W ith 
a m astery o f  a signature tongue­
tw isting delivery, the 41 year old 
m ogul has touched on a range o f 
deep ly  personal sub jec ts in his 
m usic, such as a nearly fatal drug 
addiction, separation from  his wife, 
distance from  his children, death o f 
his best friend, and m ost recently 
his accusation that a seventh grade 
teacher m olested him  during his 
youth .

In his brief, but com pelling ex ­
change w ith P ortland  O bserver  
R eporter D onovan M. Sm ith, they 
discuss the artist’s deep connec­
tions with the city o f  Portland, his 
often cited battle to gain A frican- 
A m erican fans, m aintaining his au­
then tic ity , and defin ing  success 
outside o f  the m oney and his cu lt­
like fan base. The com m ents are 
edited for brevity and language:

DM S: So basically yo u ’ve done 
a lot o f  w ork w ith Portland artists 
out here. Y ou’ve w orked w ith Cool 
Nutz, Illm aculate, Bosko.

Tech: Yeah, and, uh, DJ Chill 
(a.k.a. Chillest Illest). He was my DJ 
fo ra  while.

D M S: W hat keeps draw ing you 
out here though, ‘cause every tim e 
you go on tour, I think y o u ’re out 
here?

Tech: Real [expletive] [laughs]. 
I ’m m acom e w herever my fans are. 
G ot a lot o f  fans here man, so I ’m 
gonna alw ays be w here they are. I ’ll 
still do show s in Bend, O regon and 
Eugene. ‘Cause some people w anna 
see you up close and personal you 
know , as opposed  to  the n ose­
bleeds. I plan on getting big as the 
nosebleeds, but I ’m alw ays com ing 
back where my fans are. That why I 
keep com ing back here you know.

DM S: I saw in your interview  
with The Breakfast Club:

Tech: Uh-huh [smiles]
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DM S\ You had talked about how 
y o u ’re painting your face, you look 
a lot m ore like your ancestors than 
other people m ight even think.

Tech: Yeah, Yeahhh.
DMS'. A nd you know, listening 

to that song, B reaking In T o C ol­
ored H ouses [on your new album ], 
yo u ’ve been talking about this stuff, 
the struggle for b lack fans.

Tech: Yeah, I ’ve been tryna get 
my people at m y shows.

DM S: I saw that you said overall 
that you w anted to take this album  
in a w hole different space than you 
have before.

Tech: Uh, every album  I do is 
m ore hum ongous than the last. I 
thought that was gonna be im pos­
sible to do w ith All 6 ’s and 7 ’s. 
Everybody that was on that album , 
the beats. But me and m y producer 
Seven ju s t keep getting better and 
better, and Em pire keeps getting 
better and better, and, uh, I thank 
the Lord for that.

DMS: And I know you’ve prob­
ably been asked this question a thou­
sand times, but balancing where you 
come from, which is bangin ’ and com ­
ing into an arena where a lot o f  your 
fans have been Juggalos, and white 
people— and— how do you find that 
balance o f knowing who you are at 
the end o f the day? W hat keeps you 
rooted in that?

Tech: I ’m  everything. I ’m 3 d i­
mensional. I ’m the King, the Clown, 
and the G. I d o n ’t have to change 
myself. This facepaint has been me

since ’94. They beauty o f Tech N9ne 
is ju s t that I give it all, and you take 
it as it is you nah’m say in’.

DM S: Y ou’re called the m ost 
successful rapper

T ech : Independent.
DM S: Yeah, yeah, and people

base that o ff o f  m oney.
T ech : Yeah they do.
DM S: So w hat defines success

for you?
T ech : Success for me is seeing 

my artists prospering as well as me, 
and I ’ve prospered for years. N ow  I 
have like m any artists that are pros­
pering as well, o ff o f  som ething that 
I built. I love that, tha t’s successful 
to me. W hen you can go from  riding 
in a 12 passenger van alm ost dying 
flipping over back in ’05 [looks down 
at tattoo w ith date o f  the incident], 
um, to paying for three hum ongous 
buses for other artists and crew  to 
ride on to com e on your tour, th a t’s 
success to me. To be able to see 
fans, sold out every night and ev­
erybody sm iling at you as opposed 
to frowning at you and throw ing 
shit at you. T h a t’s real success right 
there, w hen you look out in the 
crow d and it’s everybody smiling. 
T h a t’s the [expletive], yeah.

D M S: You got any advice for the 
young. I ’ll say black people tryna 
com e up. Not ju s t in rap, ju s t in life?

T ech : Young black people tryna 
com e up, i t ’s hard if you don’t have 
education. Education is the key to 
everything. The m ore you know, 
the m ore people you can talk to.
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