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to the breaking point.

¥ n 1963, the US Supreme Court decided the
;._: landmark case of Gideon v. Wainwright. The
UL ruling was simple: In felony cases, people who
cannot afford alawyer must be provided one. Most
states responded by creating offices for public de-
fenders to defend poor people charged with serious
crimes. But Gideon's promise has not been fulfilled.

On Sunday, Oct. 6, at 7:30 p.m., the Northwest
Film Center presents the film ‘Gideon’s Army.’
The documentary will screen in the center’s Whitsell
Auditorum at the Portland Art Museum, 1219
S.W. Park Ave.
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The Northwest Film Center presents ‘Gideon’s Army,’ a documentary about innocent :
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CEvery year hundreds

of innocent indigents
are swept away in the

crushing tide of a

system strained to the

breaking point.

igents swept away in
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The movie shows how too many public defend-
ers are little more than speed bumps on anindigent's
journey to conviction. Every year hundreds of
innocent indigents are swept away in the crushing
tide of asystem strained to the breaking point. The
reality is that innocents may spend decades in jail,
many who are guilty are not brought to justice, and
faith in the fairness and competency of the criminal
Justice system is ever more questioned.

Admission is $9 general and $8 for students
and seniors. For more information, visit
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