Union IBEW Electricians enjoy satisfying careers
and earn up to $38.05 per hour
Earn a paycheck while you learn---
Comprehensive health and retirement packages: -
Full scholarship for training:

Attend an orientation held every third Tuesday www.nietc.org
from 4pm - 5pm

Apprentice To ﬁ

Become an
Electrician
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ELECTRICAL TRAINING CENTER

16021 NE AIRPORT WAY « PORTLAND, OR 97230
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BROOKS STAFFING

A Division of S. Brooks & Associates, Inc.

Commitment to Diversity

S. Brooks & Associates is an Oregon-based,
minority-owned staffing agency with deep
roots in the Portland community.

It is our mission to provide ongoing employment
solutions to employers and applicants that
enhance and diversify the workforce. We hope
to always provide the highest level of service to
our employer clients and job seeking associates.
We pride ourselves in being a vital part of the
Portland, Oregon community, supporting local
businesses, along with minority entrepreneurial
endeavors.

Think Jobs, Think Brooks.

BROOKS STAFFING

RESPONSIVE, INNOVATIVE, DIVERSE
1130 NE Alberta Street ® Portland, OR 97211

sbrooks.com ® jobs@brooks.com » 800.540.7930
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SERVING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOR 30 YEARS
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All of this memorabilia has now
been packed into cardboard boxes
and locked away in a storage room
only to be seen again once a year.

Ernest Richie, 69, has started a
petition for the boxing club’s his-
tory to be permanently replaced in
the display case. He too used to box
at Matt Dishman and is well ac-
quainted with the many fighters who
had placements in the display case.

He says he would visit the case
every time he came to the center,
operated by Portland Parks and
Recreation, because it ‘brought back
memories.

But his main concern is less per-
sonal, “You’'re taking out our his-
tory, you're taking the history of the
people that created this, and now
you’re taking it out,” he says.

Richie says that a similar thing
had happened 10 years ago. All the
relics were removed from the case
and packed away. When this hap-
pened, Richie says he drummed up
community support and together
they began placing calls to former
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than a year into his post. He says
one of his main goals is to shed light
on the multitude of programs the
center has to offer.

“We have an amazing facility
here,” Maximo says. “We have a lot
of other programs and amenities
here that can be utilized by the pub-
lic that we really want them to be
aware of.”

So Behrens, in collaboration
with other leaders from Portland
Parks and Recreation, began de-
veloping several strategies for
what they hoped would increase
participation in all of the center’s
programs.

“As we were kind of going
through that process, we were just
kind of identified different places
in the building, to say, ‘what are
some improvements we can con-
tinue to make here,’” he said.

That included removing the
boxing memorabilia in order to
utilize a display space to highlight
various-other activities and pro-
grams.

Facility users were given no-
tice in the months leading up to

We have an amazing facility
here. We have a lot of other
programs and amenities here
that can be utilized by the
public that we really want them

to be aware of.

Portland City Commissioner Jim
Francesconi, demanding that the
materials be replaced.

Shortly thereafter the items were
replaced, though in the move some
things were misplaced and lost for-
ever.

Now Richie finds himself fight-
ing again to return the boxing his-
tory to Matt Dishman’s center stage.

He has well over 300 signatures
from supporters, all insisting the
awards be replaced.

He’s distributed the petitions to
various churches and community
organizations throughout the city.
Support continues to swell.

“I know a lot of the people that
have signed this [petition], they’re
angry and upset,” he adds, “That’s
been there for five decades, five
decades, and someone comes in
and takes it out. We're supposed sit
back and say nothing?”

The native northeast Portlander
has since mailed off a letter to €om-
missioner Amanda Fritz, the current
Parks commissioner, detailing his
and other signees concerns. Mailed
off on July 29, it urges Fritz to have
the items reinstalled. He has yet to
hear back.

Maximo Behrens, 39, the current
director at Matt Dishman, is less

—Maximo Behrens,
Director at Matt Dishman

the overhaul with a series of notes
attached adjacent to the display
case. The last warning came in
June.

The case will now highlight mul-
tiple programs throughout the
year, working on a quarterly
schedule. Under the new rotation,
the boxing program will be high-
lighted for months at a time start-
ing in September, Behrens says.

The history of the center does
continue to be recognized in other
ways too.

On Saturday, Matt Dishman’s
annual community block party
took place. The festivities served
to honor the center’s namesake
“Matt Dishman,” Multnomah
County’s first African-American
sheriff’s deputy and a Portland
police officer and community ad-
vocate. The community lobbied
for the name change from “The
Knott Street Community Center”
to ‘Matt Dishman Community
Center’ in the late sixties.

Dishman would have been 100
this month.

As for Richie, he continues to
volunteer hours of his time every
week in an effort to see the boxing
history of his beloved community
center return.
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