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Apprentice To 
Become an

Electrician

Union IBEW Electricians enjoy satisfying careers
and earn up to $38.05 per hour
Earn a paycheck while you learn-••

Comprehensive health and retirement packages-
Full scholarship for training---

Attend an orientation held e ve ry  th ird  Tuesday
from 4pm - 5pm

NECA
O R K G O N -C O L U M B IA 'S * ^  t  O  C A  L 4  0

ELECTRICAL TRAINING CENTER
16021 NE AIRPORT WAY • PORTLAND, OR 97230 

www.nietc.org

Fightingfor History
c o n t in u e d f r o m  front

All o f this m em orabilia has now 
been packed into cardboard boxes 
and locked aw ay in a storage room  
only to be seen again once a year.

Ernest R ichie, 69, has started a 
petition for the boxing c lub’s h is
tory to be perm anently replaced in 
the display case. He too used to box 
at M att D ishm an and is well ac
quainted with the m any fighters who 
had placem ents in the display case.

He says he w ould visit the case 
every tim e he cam e to the center, 
operated  by Portland  Parks and 
Recreation, because it ‘brought back 
memories.

But his m ain concern is less per
sonal, “Y ou’re taking out our h is
tory, yo u ’re taking the history o f the 
people that created this, and now 
y ou’re taking it ou t,” he says.

R ichie says that a sim ilar thing 
had happened 10 years ago. All the 
relics w ere rem oved from  the case 
and packed away. W hen this hap
pened, R ichie says he drum m ed up 
com m unity support and together 
they began placing calls to form er

than a year into his post. H e says 
one o f his m ain goals is to shed light 
on the m ultitude o f program s the 
center has to offer.

“W e have an am azing facility 
here,” M axim o says. “W e have a lot 
o f o ther program s and am enities 
here that can be utilized by the pub
lic that we really want them  to be 
aw are of.”

So B ehrens, in co llab o ra tio n  
w ith o th e r leaders  from  P ortland  
Parks and  R ecrea tion , began  d e 
v e lo p in g  sev era l s tra teg ie s  fo r 
w hat they  hoped  w ould  increase  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in all o f  the c e n te r’s 
p rogram s.

“A s we w ere k ind  o f  go ing  
th rough  tha t p rocess, we w ere ju s t 
k ind  o f  id en tified  d iffe ren t p laces 
in the b u ild in g , to  say , ‘w hat are 
som e im pro v em en ts  we can  c o n 
tinue to  m ake h e re ,” ’ he said .

T h a t in c lu d ed  rem o v in g  the 
box ing  m em o rab ilia  in o rd e r to 
u tilize  a d isp lay  space to h igh ligh t 
v a r io u s ‘Other ac tiv itie s  and  p ro 
gram s.

F ac ility  users w ere  g iven  n o 
tice  in the  m onths lead ing  up to

BROOKS STAFFING
A  Division of S. Brooks & Associates, Inc.

We have an amazing facility 
here. We have a lot o f other 
programs and amenities here 
that can be utilized by the 
public that we really want them 
to be aware of.

Your Full Service 
Staffing Company

■ Local &  Federal S ta ffing

■ T em pora ry  S taffing  Services

■ Em ployee Recruitment

&  Executive Searches

■ Consulting

■ A p p ly  &  Test O n lin e
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A
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Commitment to Diversity
S. Brooks & Associates is an Oregon-based, 
minority-owned staffing agency with deep 
roots in the Portland community.
It is our mission to provide ongoing employment 
solutions to employers and applicants that 
enhance and diversify the workforce. We hope 
to always provide the highest level of service to 
our employer clients and job seeking associates. 
We pride ourselves in being a vital part of the 
Portland, Oregon community, supporting local 
businesses, along with minority entrepreneurial 
endeavors.
Think Jobs, Think Brooks
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SERVING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOR 30 YEARS

Portland C ity C om m issioner Jim  
Francesconi, dem anding that the 
m aterials be replaced.

Shortly thereafter the item s were 
replaced, though in the m ove som e 
things w ere m isplaced and lost for
ever.

N ow  Richie finds h im self fight
ing again to return the boxing h is
tory to M att D ishm an’s center stage.

H e has well over 300 signatures 
from  supporters, all insisting the 
aw ards be replaced.

H e ’s distributed the petitions to 
various churches and com m unity 
organizations throughout the city. 
Support continues to swell.

“I know  a lot o f the people that 
have signed this [petition], they ’re 
angry and upset,” he adds, “T h a t’s 
been there for five decades, five 
decades, and som eone com es in 
and takes it out. W e’re supposed sit 
back and say nothing?”

The native northeast Portlander 
has since m ailed o ff a letter to C om 
m issioner A m anda Fritz, the current 
Parks com m issioner, detailing his 
and other signees concerns. M ailed 
o ff on July 29, it urges Fritz to have 
the item s reinstalled. He has yet to 
hear back.

M axim o Behrens, 39, the current 
d irector at M att D ishm an, is less

the o v erh au l w ith  a series o f  notes 
a ttach ed  ad jacen t to  the d isp lay  
case. T he  last w arn ing  cam e in 
June.

T he case w ill now  highlight m ul
tip le  p ro g ram s th ro u g h o u t the  
y e a r , w o rk in g  on  a q u a r te r ly  
schedu le . U nder the  new  ro ta tio n , 
the b o x ing  p rog ram  w ill be h ig h 
lig h ted  fo r m onths at a tim e s ta r t
ing in S ep tem ber, B ehrens says.

T he h is to ry  o f  the cen te r does 
co n tin u e  to  be reco g n ized  in o th e r 
w ays too.

O n S a tu rd ay , M att D ish m an ’s 
annual co m m u n ity  b lo ck  party  
to o k  p lace . T he fe s tiv itie s  served  
to  h o n o r the  c e n te r’s nam esake 
“ M a tt D is h m a n ,” M u ltn o m a h  
C o u n ty ’s firs t A frican -A m erican  
sh e r iff’s dep u ty  and  a P o rtland  
p o lice  o ffice r and  com m unity  a d 
vocate . T h e  com m u n ity  lob b ied  
fo r the nam e change  from  “T he 
K nott S tree t C om m unity  C en te r” 
to  ‘M att D ish m an  C o m m u n ity  
C e n te r’ in the  la te  six ties.

D ishm an  w ould  have been  100 
th is m onth .

A s fo r R ich ie , he con tin u es  to 
v o lu n tee r hours o f  h is tim e every  
w eek in an e ffo rt to see the box ing  
h isto ry  o f  h is b e lo v ed  com m unity  
cen te r re tu rn .
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