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Tracking 
License Plates

continued from page 3

m ade the use o f the scanners 
public information for the first 
time.

At a demonstration event last 
W ednesday, police displayed the 
technology and said they have 
increased the number o f squad 
cars with the scanners from one 
to 16.

Police credit the scanners with 
giving them valuable tools in re
trieving stolen vehicles quicker, 
and said they provide tremendous 
aid in outside investigations as 
well.

“In the last three months alone 
we have captured 70 vehicles that 
were wanted in connection with 
some type o f crim e, and that 
could include anything from a hit 
and run, to a robbery suspect, to 
even recently a rape suspect,” 
said officer Garrett Dow.

Com parative to the m anual 
m ethod of running plates, the 
scanners allow officers to log 
significantly increase surveillance.

“You don’t have to come to a 
stop to read a plate. The license 
plate reader is passive, so as the 
officer is driving down the road, 
with his hands on the wheel and 
looking out into traffic, the li
cense plate reader is working,” 
Dow said.

He estimates that the average 
officer logs around 100 plates a 
day , w h ile  the  16 sc an n e r- 
equipped squad cars register the 
plates o f upwards of 8,000 ve
hicles a day. They plan to con
tinue expanding the num ber of 
squad cars with the technology.

Police said the license plate re
cordings are not shared with out
side departments unless another 
bureau has reasonable suspicion 
that a specific car is linked to an 
ongoing criminal investigation. 
Portland has logged more than three 
million license plates through the 
system, more than Portland-Metro 
area’s number o f registered motor 
vehicles combined.

The constantly updated data
base immediately alerts officers if 
a scanned plate might be con
nected with a crime. The data is 
retained for four years.

The ACLU says the scanners 
are a "single, high-resolution im
age of our lives."

"There's ju s t a fundam ental 
question of whether we're going 
to live in a society where these 
dragnet surveillance systems be
come routine," said Catherine 
Crump, a staff attorney with the 
organization. The group is pro
posing that police departments 
immediately delete any records of 
cars not linked to any crime.
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It is celebrated a full week in the first part of October. Our challenge today is to enhance the 
ability of minority Americans to participate in the market economy and to achieve greater 
economic independence. We are indebted to minority entrepreneurs for their contributions to 
our economic well being. They bring innovative products and services to the marketplace, 
create jobs and provide training to thousands of workers.

The Portland Observer recognizes the contributions every year o f disadvantaged, women- 
owned, minority and small emerging businesses with its Minority Business Special Edition to 
provide information and profile local minority business.

Please join us in this year special on October 2nd, 2013. The deadline for advertisements and 
will be, September 27 th, 2013 and for editorial submissions it will be September 20th, 2013.

For more details please contact us at (503) 288-0033 
for ad space email ads @ portlandobserver.com 

for article submissions email news@portlandobserver.com
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An ongoing series of questions and answers about Americas natural healing profession

Part 26 KIDS AND CHIROPRACTIC 
As the twig is bent so grows the tree

have recen tly  no ticed  
my son has one shoulder higher 

than the other. Could this be a sign of 
a problem in his spine?

A : Good th ink ing , m om ! It 
surely could. In fact having one 
shoulder higher than the other is a 

cardinal sign of curvature of the spine. 
According to Chiropractic research, 
the earlier a curvature is caught, the 
higher the potential for success. To be 
certain about health of your child, call 
our office today for a professional spi
nal evaluation. Spines (big or small) are

our specialty.

Q: I have been told that my child 
needs an operation for a curvature 
in her spine. Is there an alternative?

A : You most definitely should 
have a thorough Chiropractic 

checkup on your child immediately. Spi
nal surgery gets. All conservative ef
forts at handling your child’s problem 
should be considered before consent

ing to surgery. Our office is highly 
trained and skilled at handling prob
lems like that of your child’s. D on’t 
be fooled by the though of “watch
ing the condition” either. W ithout 
proper assistance it won’t go away. 
Offer your children the best in health 
care. Give them regular Chiropractic 
checkups. As the twig is bent so 
grows the tree!
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