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’j New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING

| 2 Cleaning Areas or

more $30.00 Each Area

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas |
(Includes: 1 small Hallway) !'

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area

(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs:
$25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):

| $40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49

Throw Pillows ( Wi%

Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Area & Oriental Rug
Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet "j
Odor Treatment
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection

' * Minor Water Damage

Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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The Tradeoff between A

Turning tax
avoldance into
an art form [/

BY ScorT KLINGER

watched as Apple Chief
Executive Officer Tim

Cook defended his F | Ve

company’s tax avoidance strategies
before a Senate investigative panel.
Prior to the hearing, Senate investi-
gators released a report document-
ing Apple’s use of accounting gim-
micks to shift $74 billion of profits to
Ireland over the last four years.
During their testimony, Cook and
his colleagues acknowledged that
70 percent of the company’s global
profits found their way to one par-
ticular Irish subsidiary, which the
Apple gang described as having
“no tax residence.” Pressed further,
they admitted a second subsidiary,
which houses almost $30 billion of
global profits, hadn’t filed a tax re-
turn or paid taxes in any nation.
Hours later and steps away, the
Senate voted to stick with a plan to
cut $4 billion in funding from the
food stamp program (known on
Capitol Hill as SNAP) out of the
Farm Bill. The House version would
slice even deeper — a $20.5 billion
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What’s going on? Apples are
being snatched from the tables of
millions of hungry peoplein America
so that companies like Apple
can continue to legally move
their U.S. profits offshore to
avoid paying taxes.

There’s a lot at stake for the
most vulnerable among us. More
I than 70 percent of families re-
ceiving food stamps have a child,
elderly person, or disabled person
in their household. On average, food
stamps provide a $4.45 subsidy per
day to help struggling families with
their food bills.

Senators who argued atthe Apple
hearing that its shareholders will
benefit are correct: Apples will be
shifted from those who have none
to those whose fruit cellars are full.

There’dbe no need for ourelected
leaders to trim our safety net if our
richest corporations didn’t turn
avoiding their fair share of taxes into
an art form. If Apple had paid U.S.
taxes on the $74 billion of profits it
shifted offshore, the Treasury would
have taken in up to $25 billion more
revenue.

One company alone could offset
all of the food-stamp cuts adopted
by the Senate. With $21 billion left
over, we could hire back aquarter of
the 300,000 teachers who have been
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laid off over the same four years that
Apple has been shifting its U.S.
profits to Ireland.

Apple is, of course, one of many
companies that have turned the
corporate tax code into a game —
one with serious consequences for
those who rely most on government
services. The volume of cash cor-
porations stash offshore ballooned
to $1.9 trillion last year.

Corporate offshore tax-haven
abuse costs the U.S. Treasury $100
billion annually. Closing corporate
offshore tax loopholes would allow
us to fix all of the nation’s 50,000
antiquated bridges (the Federal
Highway Administration estimates
that this would cost $76 billion),
rehire the 300,000 schoolteachers
laid off since 2008, and still have
money left over to begin shoring up
the Social Security system.

Companies like Apple complain
about how the U.S. tax system
threatens their global competitive-
ness. They like to point out that our
nation has an official tax rate of 35
percent, the highest among devel-
oped economies. But they never
seem to mention that last year cor-
porations paid an average effective
tax rate of just 12.1 percent—one of
the lowest rates among developed
nations, according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office.

pple and Apples

The stock market continues to
set new records. Corporate prof-
its are hitting levels never before
seen, the productivity of Ameri-
can workers remains the envy of
the world, and U.S. CEOs remain
the highest-paid on Earth.
Granted, using the fear of being
uncompetitive may be a compel-
ling talking point, yet there’s little
evidence that it’s true.

The real risk of losing our com-
petitive edge comes from crum-
bling infrastructure, students
graduating from schools unpre-
pared for 21st-century jobs or
saddled with debt, and poorly
regulated banks whose excessive
risk-taking has led, time and again,
to costly losses borne by all mem-
bers of society.

We can continue to shower the
powerful with barrels of tax breaks
and cut spending that makes life
for the least powerful among us
more bearable. Or, we can change
the rules and insist that compa-
nies like Apple help pay for apples
to feed hungry kids and a whole
lot more.

Scott Klinger, an Institute for
Policy Studies associate fellow, is
the co-author of the new IPS report
"Corporate Pirates of the Carib-
bean: Pro-Austerity CEOs Seek to
Widen Tax Haven Loophole.”




