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Transit Operators Perform Exceptionally
continued fro m  p a g e  3

safe driving aw ards and 31 superior 
perform ance aw ards and in his 36 
years on the job . He has been in­
ducted into the m illion m iles o f 
safety club and was T riM et’s op-

Ivan Semenyuk has 26 years of save driving awards under his belt at Trimet. He is the transit 
agency current and two-time Rail Operator of the Year.

Terrie Sweet

erator o f the year in 1985. Jack cur­
rently drives out o f the C enter Street 
G arage in Portland.

Recently a custom er called about
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Jack ’s good service and said, "I take 
this particular bus to dialysis about 
three tim es a w eek and I have had 
him  for about 4-5 m onths now. I am 
in a  w heelchair and I had to ride the 
LIFT for a few m onths because I had 
to have surgery. W hen I got back to

regular service he realized that I had 
surgery and he started dropping me 
o ff not at the stop, but in front o f  the 
actual building w here I need to go 
for dialysis. Then yesterday the 71 
was late getting to my connecting 
stop, and the 71 (operator) honked

the horn, and this operator w aited 
for m e to get o ff and to get to his bus 
to get m e on. I am  very appreciative, 
and I w ould have m issed m y d ialy ­
sis had he not waited. I thought that 
was ju s t great and he is a w onderful 
driver."

The m ax operator o f the Y ear is 
Ivan Sem enyuk o f Happy Valley. 
Sem enyuk w on the aw ard for the 
first tim e in 2008. He started his 
career at T riM et in 1996 and has 
accrued 26 years o f  safe driving 
awards and 18 superior perform ance 
aw ards.

Sem enyuk has been a rail opera­
tor since 2001 and has been aw arded 
operato r o f  the quarter m ultiple 
tim es. He operates the Blue, G reen 
and Yellow  Lines.

Terrie Sw eet is the part-tim e op ­
erator o f  the year. Sw eet has nine 
years o f  Safe D riving A w ards. She 
jo in ed  T riM et is 2003 and w as 
aw arded her sixth superior perfor­
m ance aw ard in 2012.

“TriM et is lucky to have such 
dedicated operators who strive for 
excellence in safety and custom er 
service day in and day out,” said 
M cFarlane. ‘T oday  we honor and 
thank W illie Jack, Terrie Sweet, and 
Ivan Sem enyukfor their commitment 
to excellence and for providing out­
standing service to the region.”

Art of Learning Naturopathic Medicine
Student on path to promising career

P ed ro  “E li” M o ra les  ta u g h t w as e lu d in g  him . 
fo u rth  g rade  fo r sev e ra l y ears  H e y earned  fo r na tu re  and  w as 
w hen he rea lized  tha t fu lfillm en t d raw n  to  the healing  arts. W hen

he heard  abou t na tu ra l m edic ine  
from  a g rad u a te  o f  P o r tla n d ’s 
N ational C ollege o f  N atural M ed i­
c ine, som eth ing  c licked . In 2010, 
Eli left Ne w Y ork for Portland where

Chiropractic Auto Injury Clinic, PC
Zchon R. Jones, DC

333 NE Russell St., #200, Portland, OR. 97212
(503) 284-7838

he enro lled  in the co lleg e ’s na tu ro ­
path ic  m ed ical deg ree  p rogram .

E li says h e ’s fo u n d  h is n iche.
“I ’m  learn in g  the art and  sc i­

ence  o f  na tu ra l m ed ic ine  —  i t ’s as 
m uch abou t how  to app ro ach  pa-

Truly making a difference in the lives of 
Auto Accident victims and Injured Workers for nearly 20 years. 

If you or someone you know has been in an accident, 
call us so we can help you with your needs. (503) 284-7838

We are located on the 
comer ofM LK and Russell 
Street, on the second floor

above the coffee shop.
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tien ts  su ccessfu lly  as it is abou t 
m asterin g  c lin ica l sk ills  to  help  
p a tien ts  e ffec t ch an g e ,” E li says.

H e no tes  th a t the 5 7 -y ea r-o ld  
acc red ited  n a tu ra l m ed ic in e  c o l­
lege has d eep  roo ts  th a t b ring  the 
m edicine alive for him . At the sam e

tim e, it o ffers h im  o p p o rtun ities  to 
ex p an d  h is lead ersh ip  sk ills . H e 
has p u t those  sk ills  to  good  use.

“ I trav e led  to  N icarag u a  w ith  
N atu ra l D octo rs  In te rn a tio n a l, a 
n o n -p ro fit m ed ical g roup  d e d i­
ca ted  to  b rin g in g  m ed ic ine  to  the 
w o rld ’s m ost d e s titu te ,” E li says. 
“T he  ex p erien ce  m ade m e rea lize  
the  im p o rtan ce  o f  p ro m 6 tin g  g lo ­
bal h ealth  aw aren ess .”

Eli b e liev es  he fo u n d  the key  to  
a p ro m isin g  career. “I ’m  p a ss io n ­
ate abou t u n d ers tan d in g  how  the 
body  can  heal itse lf. A nd  I th in k  
th a t n a tu ra l m ed ic ine  is the p e r­
fec t m eans to  ach iev in g  hea lin g  
and  w e lln ess .”

H e has a lread y  set h is  sigh ts  on 
the  fu tu re .

“A fte r g rad u a tio n , I ’ll re tu rn  to 
N ew  Y ork  to  open  an in teg ra tiv e  
m edicine c lin ic ,” Eli says. E ven tu ­
a lly , he  hopes to  re tu rn  to  h is  firs t 
love, teach in g  k ids. “S om eday  I 
w ant to  dev e lo p  an e lem en ta ry  
school h ealth  cu rricu lu m  to help  
k ids learn  how  to  keep  them selves 
s trong  and  v ita l.”
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