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Clariner Boston, executive director of the non-profit Better People, and Bruce Tarbox, Portland defense attorney and the organization’s board president, are advocating
for changes in Oregon sentencing laws to provide greater treatment and corrections alternatives to costly prison terms.

High costs has lawmakers re-thinking sentencing

BY CARt HACHMANN people are beginning to wonder about imprisonment. Is it  billion in government spending.

THE PORTLAND OBSERVER more effective to punish people or treat people? According to a December report released by Gov.
It is no secret that we spend more tax dollars on prisons The United States has the highest documented incarcera-  Kitzhaber’s Public Safety Commission, Oregon’s imprison-

than we do education. Much like the changing values about  tion in the world, locking up an estimated 2.3 million people continued Y on page 4

issues like same-sex marriage and marijuana legalization, from a total population of 310 million and consuming $60.3
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