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Free Tax Help

continued f from page 3
volunteers.

The non-profit group gears their
help toward low-income individu-
als and families. Open through April
15 at multiple sites across the state,
most CASH Oregon sites are walk-
in, on a first-come-first-serve basis,
but some require appointments.

A list of site locations and times
of service throughout Oregon is
available online at bit.ly/
CASHOregon. Youcanalsodial 211
and a 21 linfo operator will help lo-
cate a site.

Daniel Mills, a southwest Port-
land resident who works in con-
struction, said last year he used
H&R Block’s web-based tax
preparation program, but this year
his tax situation was more compli-
cated. “I thought it would be easier
to ask a professional and get help
rather than research it on my
own,” he said.

In 2012, CASH Oregon helped
55,320 file tax returns statewide
and for individuals with an aver-
age adjusted gross income of
$23,800. The average refund was
nearly $1,500.

“It’s been very very busy,” said
Camille McDaniel, program man-
ager of the Lloyd Center site.

Rob Justus, executive director
of CASH Oregon, said the non-

profit specializes in tax credits like
the Earned Income Tax Credit and
other family tax credits, such as
the Child and Dependent Care
Credit and the Child Tax Credits.

Justus said the free services
have been offered at the Lloyd
Center since 2005, but fears that
grants received from the city and
county to keep the services run-
ning next year are in danger due to
the city’s looming budget cuts.

CASH Oregon lists 36 sites in
Multnomah County alone, some
providing help in Spanish, Hindi,
Mandarin, Vietnamese,
Cantonese, Korean, French and
German.

Nationwide and in Washing-
ton state, residents can find vol-
unteer tax-prep help sites by
searching the AARP
Foundation's Tax-Aide website,
the IRS VITA website, or by call-
ing 1-800-906-9887.

People are asked to bring the
following documents when they
arrive at the tax help sites: Photo
identification, Social Security
cards or ITIN letters/cards for
yourself and every person you
claim on your return, documenta-
tion of all your income with W-2
and 1099 forms, your bank routing
and account numbers for fast di-
rect deposits of your refund; and
last year’s tax return.
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Recognizing kids
on right track
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Portland’s African American youth are ofien caught up
1 a net of negative public perceptions brought by news of
gang violence. the sobermg schievement gap and w ool
drop out rates

But there 's plenty of young black kids in Portland who are
on the right path, making good grades. headed to college
and arc making positive contributions to the city. A new
phutographic inbule recognises the hard work of some of

these sindents and shows that there is =il reason 10 be

uplimist

“Young, Black & Gifled,” » photo essay pulting the
spotlight om the accomplishments of high-achic: ing Afn
can-American students, opens 10 the public on Monday
April 3 3t Ponland School Disinct headguariers at 301 N
Dixon St and will lster be moved to the Lloyd Cemer
Mall

The project is the brain child of Reikn William
Jisarwct’s family and community engagcmer
said she got the idea aler having a con
someone who sweemed shocked when the o
African: Amercan stisdeni that wasexcelling A fter 1he con
versatum she worred that all ihe aention on ihe problems
of young black studems was drowming oot the hard work of
others

Y ou hear so much about deficits and achievement gaps,

she said

Williams caid the exhibit came mgether with a call fow
nominalions of black students doing well disirnt-wide, and
the recrutment of a photograph nd web developer

Skylar Hol, » freshman st JefTerson High Schoo! 1s ome of
the |} srudenis featured in the oxhibil

Hols gets A" s and B's in school. She does expecially well
in English classes. taught by Anne Novinger, one of her
favorite leachers. and chemistry is getting stcadily easier
Hali plans 10 go to college and i3 think ing aboul law schonl
down the rosd

“I'm empoying it a lot,” she said of her high school. 1 like

continued g on page 19
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Shylar HOM axcels as frsafvnan af Jeffemon Hgh Schoo: n norh Portiand. Her confribotion a8 one of the

oity's “Young. Black & Grftex!® stuctents is part of & new sxhiil cowrung 10 school disinct headguarters and
Loy Certer Ml
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