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Maestro DePriest Larger than Life
Beloved 
conductor 
dies at 76

M aestro  Jam es D eP riest, a b e ­
loved  co n d u cto r and  long tim e O r­
egon  S ym phony  d irec to r, d ied  on 
F riday  at h is  hom e in S co ttsdale, 
A riz. H e w as 76-years-o ld .

A t th e  t im e  o f  h is  d e a th , 
D eP ries t w as d irec to r em eritu s  
o f  con d u ctin g  and o rchestra l s tu d ­
ies at the Ju llia rd  S choo l and lau ­
rea te  m usic  d irec to r o f  the O r­
egon  S ym phony .

A ccord ing  his m an ag er and the 
v ice p res id en t o f  O pus 3 A rtists, 
D eP ries t passed  aw ay  from  co m ­
p lica tio n s  stem m ing  from  a heart 
a ttack  he su ffered  last year.

T h e  O re g o n  S y m p h o n y  r e ­
le ased  a  s ta tem en t F rid ay  th a t 
read  in  part: “A passio n a te  and  
e lo q u en t m an, J im m y w as la rger 
than  life , a  p o w erfu l fo rce  fo r 
m u sic  and  the  arts in  the co m m u ­
n ity  i f  P o rtland  and  b ey o n d .” H e 
served  as o u r d irec to r and  co n ­
d u c to r from  1980 to  2003.

H is w o rk  w ith  the o rchestra  
lite ra lly  p u t it on the m ap. U nder

James DePriest
h is  le a d e r s h ip ,  th e  o r c h e s tr a  
m oved  from  a sm all p a rt tim e 
g roup  to  a fu ll tim e, na tiona lly  
reco g n ized  o rchestra  w ith 17 re ­
c o rd in g s .

O reg o n  w as no t the on ly  sy m ­
p hony  to  b en efit his ta len ts. In his 
Ju llia rd  b iog raphy , it says tha t 
D e P rie s t a p p e a re d  w ith  e v e ry  
m a jo r N orth  A m erican  orchestra , 
and  in te rna tiona lly , he  h ad  co n ­
du c ted  in  c ities like A m sterdam , 
V ie n n a , B u d a p e s t ,  P r a g u e ,  
S ydney , T e l A v iv  and  T okyo.

D e P r i e s t  w a s  b o r n  in  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1 9 3 6 . H e  
w a s  t h e  n e p h e w  o f  c o n ­
t r a l t o  M a r i a n  A n d e r s o n .  
H e  s tu d ie d  a t  th e  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a  C o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  M u ­
s ic  a n d  e a r n e d  a  b a c h e lo r ’s 
a n d  a  m a s t e r ’s d e g re e  f ro m  
th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l ­
v a n i a .

In  1962, he con trac ted  po lio  
w hile  on a  tou r in T hailand , leav ­
ing  h im  w ith  a  frail w alk  that 
P ortland  aud iences c o u ld n ’t help  
bu t notice . W hile  a  celeb rity  o f  
c lassica l m usic , D eP riest w as a lso  
fam o u s fo r h is co m p o sitio n  o f  
“T he  C osby  S h o w ” them e song, 
m ade in co llabo ra tion  w ith  good 
friend , B ill C osby.

In 2005, P residen t G eorge  W. 
B ush  p resen ted  D eP riest w ith  the 
N a tio n a l  M e d a l o f  A r ts , th e  
n a tio n ’s h ig h est h o n o r for artistic  
exce llence .

T he O regon  S y m p h o n y ’s sta te­
m en t said  he  “possessed  an am az­
ing  ab ility  to  evoke the em otional 
c o n te n t o f  the  c la ss ica l re p e r­
to ire , espec ia lly  w ork  from  the 
R o m an tic  P eriod . N o  one w ill 
ev er fo rget his icon ic  love and 
pass io n  fo r R ach m an in o ff.”

“H e w ill be  m issed  by  the S y m ­
ph o n y , its m usic ians and  staff. 
W e all recogn ize  tha t w e stand 
here  today  because  o f  h im . O ur 
h earts  and  b est w ishes go  o u t to 
h is  w ife, G ine tte , and  h is en tire  
fam ily ,” the  sym phony  said.
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In th is  o r ig in a l Oregon H is to ry  M useum  e x h ib it, le a rn  
abou t the b lock co m m u n ity  H in t g rew  up m id w orked  
Ground Union S ta tion  in the lu te  19th to m id 20th  
cen tu ry , m id  the churches new spapers, and bus inesses 
they  b u ilt which fo reve r changed the c ity  of P ortland .
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