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Oregon Health & Science University values a diverse and culturally
competent workforce. Diversity maximizes our true potential for ¢ _reativity,
innovation, quality patient care, educational excellence and outstanding
service. Individuals with diverse backgrounds and those who promote [
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diversity and a culture of inclusion are encouraged to apply.
The knowledge of all for the care of one.

Please explore our career opportunities at www.ohsujobs.com
We are proud to be an equal opportunity, affirmative action organization

be { your dream

You Can:

| QUALIFY for scholarships or grants.
| RETRAIN for a new career.

| TAKE GED and college prep classes.

SAVE MONEY by starting your
bachelor’s degree at MHCC.

ENJOY CLASSES taught by top-notch
faculty with a passion for teaching.

LEARN new job skills through
short-term training.

COME FOR FUN! Learn a
' new language, catch a play,
. watch college sports, enjoy a
I swim or take up a new hobby.
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lransforming lives and building communities by serving more than
30,000 students at three locations in Gresham and Portland.
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Postal Worker Witness
to Portland Changes

continued f from page 5

while Briggs was it the military,
and through a program to help
employ soldiers upon their re-
turn, Briggs found a job at the
northeast Portland post office.

Briggs says he has seenalotof
changes in the neighborhood
where he’s worked for so long.

Briggs was born in Portland
in 1949 at the county hospital.
He grew up on North Kerby
Avenue, attended Beech School
on north Humboldt Street and
graduated from Jefferson High
School.

He remembers being a little
kid, 4 or 5 years old, when the
Vanport flood wiped out the
largely African American com-
munity living at the wartime Kai-

member where from.” He relates
his job to being abartender, where
people come up to you and tell
you their problems and know
that you’re going to be there day
after day.

“Ilike people down to earth,”
said Briggs. “I don’t care if you
don’thave money, aslong as you
have a good attitude and a good
heart, I'm cool.”

As the neighborhood builds
and bustles around him, Briggs
says he’s watched people walk
into the post office, into his life
and out. “It’s life—everything
seems to have gotten a little bit
better,” said Briggs. “I enjoy it-
have been all my life.”

Briggs says the post office has
alsochangedalotinhis43 years.

When you’re regulated by the

I like people down to
earth. I don’t care if you
don’t have money, as long as
you have a good attitude
and a good heart, I’'m cool.

— Postal worker Richard Briggs

ser Shipyards. He also remem-
bers when Alberta and Missis-
sippi streets were like ghost
towns. “Now you can barely get
down the street it’s so busy,” he
said.

An influx of new people, in-
cluding whites and Hispanics,
into what was basically a black
community is one of the biggest
changes Briggs says he has wit-
nessed. But he says, he doesn’t
mind. He likes all people and
people tend to like him.

“Yougettoreally know people,
I like working with people,” he
said. “It’s nice to see people and
greet people.”Some people he’s
known forever have stopped
coming in, passed away, whilehe
has enjoyed meeting new faces
every day. :

Briggs recalls a man stepping
out of a resort in Mexico where
the postman had been visiting.
“Do I know you?” the man said,
but couldn’t remember where
from. “Uh, the post office?” said
Briggs.

“People just know me,” said
Briggs. “They just have to re-

government there will always be
limitations and tough times, un-
like UPS and Fedex, he said.

“But the post office will sur-
vive,” he said.

People take for granted that
you can still send a letter any-
where inthe United States. Briggs
hopes people think about the good
things. “Everybody thinks we’re
going out of business, but were
not going out of business, we’ll be
alright.”

Briggs lived in Gresham from
1977 to 1993 before he and his
father-in-law built a house in
Beaverton for Brigg’'s wife and
six kids, where the family has
lived ever since.

Asyou’rereading this, Briggs
will already be on a plane to
Mexico with his family. He sold
his house in Beaverton (in one
day) and is exploring places to
live in Cabo San Lucas.

But not to worry, in no more
than 6 months, he’ll be back. “I
don’t really want to leave Port-
land. Ilove Portland,” said Briggs.
“I'mjusttryingto live life the best
[ can.”
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