
Page 8 Portland Observer Black History Month Februaty 6. 2013

Postal Worker Witness 
to Portland Changes

The
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be your dream

MHCC.EDU

Transforming lives and budding communities by serving more tba 
30,000 students at three locations in Gresham and Portland.

OHSU -  Diverse in People and Ideas

Please explore our career opportunities at www.ohsujobs.com
We are proud to be an equal opportunity, affirmative action organization.

Oregon Health & Science University values a diverse and culturally 
competent workforce. Diversity maximizes our true potential for creativity, 
innovation, quality patient care, educational excellence and outstanding 
service. Individuals with diverse backgrounds and those who promote 
diversity and a culture of inclusion are encouraged to apply.

The knowledge o f all for the care o f one.
O R E G O N  Y

HEALTH J -  
&SCIENCE

UNIVERSITY

AT MT. HOOD COMMUNITY
You Can:
QUALIFY for scholarships or grants.

RETRAIN for a new career.

TAKE GED and college prep classes.

SAVE MONEY by starting your 
bachelor's degree at MHCC.

ENJOY CLASSES taught by top-notch 
faculty with a passion for teaching.

LEARN new job skills through 
short-term training.

COME FOR FUN! Learn a 
new language, catch a play, 
watch college sports, enjoy a 
swim or take up a new hobby.
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w hile B riggs was it the m ilitary, 
and through a program  to help 
em ploy soldiers upon their re­
turn, B riggs found a jo b  at the 
northeast Portland post office.

B riggs says he has seen a lot o f 
changes in the neighborhood  
w here h e ’s w orked for so long.

B riggs w as bo rn  in P o rtland  
in 1949 at the  coun ty  hosp ita l. 
H e g rew  up on N orth  K erby 
A venue, attended Beech School 
on no rth  H um bo ld t S tree t and 
g rad u a ted  from  Je ffe rso n  H igh 
School.

H e rem em bers being a little 
kid, 4 o r 5 years old, w hen the 
V anport flood w iped out the 
largely A frican A m erican com ­
m unity living at the wartim e Kai-

f  _--------------------------
I like people down to 

earth. I don Y care if you 
don’t have money, as long as 
you have a good attitude 
and a good heart, I ’m cool.

r u o ta i  n u m e  i ru u iid ru

ser Shipyards. H e also rem em ­
bers w hen A lberta and M issis­
sipp i streets w ere  like ghost 
tow ns. “N ow  you can barely get 
dow n the street i t ’s so busy ,” he 
said.

A n in flu x  o f  new  p eo p le , in ­
c lu d in g  w h ites  and  H ispan ics , 
in to  w hat w as b asica lly  a  b lack  
com m unity  is one o f  the b iggest 
changes B riggs says he has w it­
nessed . B u t he says, he d o e sn ’t 
m ind . H e likes all p eop le  and  
p eo p le  ten d  to  like  him .

“ You get to really know people, 
I like w orking w ith people ,” he 
said. “It’s nice to see people and 
greet people.”Som e people h e ’s 
know n fo rever have stopped  
com ing in, passed away, w hile he 
has enjoyed m eeting new  faces 
every  day.

Briggs recalls a m an stepping 
out o f  a resort in M exico Where 
the postm an had been visiting. 
“D o I know  you?” the m an said, 
but cou ldn ’t rem em ber where 
from . “Uh, the post office?” said 
Briggs.

“People ju s t know  m e,” said 
Briggs. “T hey ju s t have to re ­

m em ber w here from .” He relates 
his jo b  to being a bartender, where 
people com e up to you and tell 
you their problem s and know  
that y o u ’re going to be there day 
after day.

“I like people dow n to earth ,” 
said B riggs. “I d o n ’t care if  you 
don ’ t have m oney, as long as you 
have a good attitude and a good 
heart, I ’m  cool.”

As the neighborhood builds 
and bustles around him , B riggs 
says h e ’s w atched people w alk 
into the post office, into his life 
and out. “I t’s life— everything 
seem s to have gotten a little bit 
better,” said Briggs. “I enjoy it- 
have been all m y life .”

B riggs says the post office has 
also changed a lot in his 43 years.

W hen y o u ’re regulated  by the

govem m ent there w ill alw ays bt 
lim itations and tough tim es, un­
like UPS and Fedex, he said.

“But the post office w ill sur­
v ive,” he said.

People take for granted  thal 
you can still send a le tter any­
where in the United States. Briggs 
hopes people think about the good 
things. “E verybody thinks w e’re 
going out o f  business, but were 
not going out o f business, w e’ 11 be 
alright.”

B riggs lived in G resham  from  
1977 to 1993 before he and his 
father-in-law  built a house in 
B eaverton for B rigg’s w ife and 
six kids, w here the fam ily  has 
lived ever since.

As y o u ’re reading this, Briggs 
w ill a lready be on a p lane to 
M exico w ith his fam ily. H e sold 
his house in B eaverton (in one 
day) and is exploring places to 
live in C abo San Lucas.

But not to  worry, in no m ore 
than 6 m onths, h e ’ll be back. “I 
d o n ’t really w ant to leave Port­
land. I love Portland,” said Briggs. 
“I ’m  just trying to live life the best 
I can .”
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