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African Americans of Portland is one in
several other city-specific, historical books
that Arcadia Publishing has released un-
der their series Images of America.

A city plan to revitalize inner northeast
Portland in the early 1990s inspired
Moreland’s ever-increasing interest in
local history. As a city planner, she was
worked on a citizen advisory team to
research and produce a historical docu-
ment highlighting the history of African
Americans in Portland from 1805 to
present, including people, places and
events and contributions.

“It’s always interesting to research be-
cause the more you learn about our local
history, you learn about what part we
played in American history,” said
Moreland, who currently serves on the
board of directors for two heritage organi-
zations, Bosco-Milligan Foundation and
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an idea still in its blooming stages.

In June of 2011, Moreland’s idea to
publish a snapshot of local African Ameri-
can history was approved. However, three
months later, research was delayed when
Moreland was diagnosed with breast can-
cer.

%ﬁ It’s always interesting to research because the more
you learn about our local history, you learn about what
part we played in American history.

Oregon Black Pioneers.

Oregon Black Pioneers is volunteer ad-
vocacy group for local black history. Pro-
ceeds of the book’s sales will go directly
toward the organization to help establish
the state’s first African American museum,

— Kimberly Sower Moreland i -J

Thankfully, doctors caught her symp-
toms early and after undergoing treat-
ment, Moreland is now cancer free. In-
spired by a friend, Arcadia author and
breast cancer survivor, she published her
book in January.

ROOM TO GROW

ROOM T0 BE YOU

we can grow and learn together.

ROOM TO SERVE

and the community.

No matter where you start at NW Natural, you'll have the opportunity to learn, develop
and progress. Our tuition reimbursement and mentoring programs - coupled with your
own enthusiasm and skills - can set you on a lifetime career path.

NW Natural is an equal opportunity employer, dedicated to a diverse, inclusive work
force. We welcome your unique collection of skills, experiences and perspectives, so

Fueling Your Future

Look ahead with NW Natural

WE'RE ONE OF OREGON'S OLDEST COMPANIES,
BUT WE'RE ALL ABOUT THE FUTURE. AT NW NATURAL, YOU'LL FIND:

ROOM TO GIVE BACK

support our employees’ volunteer efforts in many ways.

NW NATURAL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER, DEDICATED TO A DIVERSE,

INCLUSIVE WORK FORCE.

Our customers rank us among the top gas utilities in the nation for customer service.
Whether answering phones, inspecting equipment, installing pipes or responding to
emergencies, NW Natural employees take pride in their interactions with customers

We grew up here: That's the motto for our community involvement efforts, because the
communities we serve feel like family to us. That's why we have an active philanthropy
program, why we participate in civic projects around our service area, and why we

Visit the careers section at nwnatural.com/careers to learn more about what we do -
and what your future might hold.

NW Natural’

N

Researching today is much different
than it was 20 years ago, said Moreland.
“You have all the information at your fin-
gertips,” she said. “We are lucky in this
era of the Internet to have access to local
archives that have photos of African
Americans.”

Moreland collected images from the
Oregon Historical Society, Portland State
University, and private albums including
from the Verdell Burdine and Otto G. Ru-
therford Family Collection, one of
Oregon’s most telling socio-political com-
mentaries about African American life in
Portland.

Sometimes her investigations, took her
as far as Victoria, Canada or the University
of Montana just to retrieve a single photo
that might tell the life story of a woman or
man so interesting as Portland’s first black
lawyer, McCants Stewart, who arrived to
Oregon in 1902 and battled for black rights
before committing suicide in 1919.

From hundreds of black and white and
sepia-toned photos, Moreland pieced to-

gether a slice of the local African Ameri-
can narrative, one that reflects how prior
to World War II, roughly 3,000 blacks
established several social institutions that
continue to work on the behalf of African
Americans today.

A few include the Billy Web Lodge on
North Tillamook, the Mount Olivet Baptist
Church a few blocks away, builtin 1921 and
still standing, as well as the Portland chapter
of the NAACP, established in 1914.

In 127 pages, her pictorial book sup-
ported by detailed captions and divided
by eras, is not meant to be 3 comprehen-
sive history of African Americans in Port-
land, but a snapshot. For example, miss-
ing photos fail to portray the thriving
black musical district that formerly existed
along northeast Williams Avenue.

While the positive contribution made by
black in Portland is not one often told and the
effects of gentrification are making their visible
history even more obscure, Moreland said it is
all the more powerful knowing our ancestors
worked hard so that blacks have the rights
they do today.

“I'wasreally empowered by the strength
of the pioneers and our ancestors,” she
said, “How much they were able to build in
a backdrop of a very racist, anti-black
sentiment.”

Moreland’s book, “African Americans of
Portland,” is available through the Oregon

- Black Pioneers, local retailers, and online at

amazon.com and arcadiapublishing.com.
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