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Death Penalty Repeal Urged
Urban League 
speaks out 
for justice

T he U rban L eague o f P ortland  
is ad v o ca tin g  for the rep lacem en t 
o f  the death  penalty  w ith life w ith ­
out paro le .

The long tim e civ il righ ts and 
pub lic  se rv ice  o rg an iza tio n  re ­
cen tly  jo in e d  forces w ith  O reg o ­
n ia n s  fo r  A lte rn a tiv e s  to  the  
D eath  P enalty  to support death  
penalty  repeal e ffo rts  in O regon.

M ichael A lexander, p residen t 
and  c h ie f  ex ecu tiv e  o f  the P o rt­
land  U rban L eague, issued  the 
fo llow ing  statem ent:

"I'm  rem in d ed  that S uprem e 
C ourt Ju stice  Thurgood M arshall, 
w ho  is one o u r m ost be loved  and

Michael Alexander

long  as concerns about the very 
fo u n d a tio n  o f  eq u a l tre a tm e n t 
under the law exists for any A m eri­
cans but specifica lly  b lack  A m eri­
cans, every  o p p o rtu n ity  m ust be 
p reserved  for ind iv iduals to prove 
th e ir in n o cen ce .”

T he U rban L eague o f  P ortland  
jo in s  over 60 o ther secu lar o rg an i­
zations and faith  co m m unities  in 
support o f  effo rts  to rid  O regon o f 
the death penalty , rep lacing  it w ith 
life w ithout paro le.

Repeal advocates point to stud­
ies that show that the adm inistra­
tion o f the death penalty across the 
nation shows a bias against the 
poor and people o f color. In the 
year-end report from the Death Pen­
alty Inform ation C enter it is pointed

adm ired cham pions for justice, was out that death penalty sentencing 
stead fastly  opposed  to the death  and executions continue to drop, 
pen alty  He held  the b e lie f  that as but racial bias is still evident in both.
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Firefighters use boats to fight the Sept. 2 fire that destroyed the Thunderbird Hotel on Hayden 
Island in north Portland.

Arson Suspect in Thunderbird Fire
Portland Fire and Rescue is ask­

ing for the public's help in determ in­
ing the cause o f  a suspicious fire 
that destro y ed  the T h u n d erb ird  
Hotel on H ayden Island in north 
Portland.

At this point, investigators con­
sider the devastating fire suspicious

and cannot rule out the possibility 
o f  arson.

There were no injuries or deaths as 
a result o f the fire. But the estimated 
loss is approximately $ 17 million dol­
lars and the hotel is a total loss.

A cash rew ard o f up to $ 1,000 for 
information, reported toC rim e Stop­

pers, has been offered for a tip that 
leads to an arrest.

You can leave a C rim e Stoppers 
tip  o n lin e  a t
c rim estopperso fo regon .com , text 
CRIM ES (274637) and in the subject 
line put 823HELP, followed by your 
tip,orca!1503-823-HELP(4357).

crimestoppersoforegon.com

