
December 12, 2012 (Th' ^.lortlanh (©bseruer Page 17

Marijuana Turns Legal in Washington
Crowds 
celebrate; 
selling drug is 
still outlawed

(AP) - The crow ds o f happy 
people lighting jo in ts under Seattle's 
Space Needle early Thursday m orn­
ing with nary a police officer in sight 
bespoke the new reality: M arijuana 
is legal under W ashington state law.

H undreds gathered  at Seattle  
C enter for a New Year's Eve-style 
countdow n to 12 a.m ., w hen the 
legalization m easure passed by vot­
ers last m onth took effect. W hen the 
c lo ck  struck , they  cheered  and
sparked up in unison.

A few dozen people gathered on
a sidew alk outside the north Seattle 
h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  a n n u a l 
H em pfest celebration and did the 
sam e, offering jo in ts to reporters 
and blow ing sm oke into television 
new s cam eras.

"I feel like a kid in a candy sto re!" 
shouted H em pfest volunteer Darby 
H agem an. "It's all becom ing real 
now!"

W ashington and C olorado be­
cam e the first states to vote to de­
crim inalize and regulate the posses­
sion o f an ounce or less o f marij uana 
by adults over 21. Both m easures 
call for setting up state licensing 
schem es for pot grow ers, proces­
sors and retail stores. C olorado's 
law is set to take effect by Jan. 5.

Technically, W ashington's new 
m arijuana law still forbids sm oking 
pot in public, w hich rem ains pun-

uary rarrisn smoKes marijuana in a glass pipe just after midnight on Thursday during a celebration 
by advocates of the drug at the Space Needle in Seattle. While possession of marijuana has 
became legal in Washington, the new law does prohibit public use of marijuana. (AP Photo)
ishable by a fine, like drinking in baked, order some pizzas and enjoy na lizes possession  o f  up to an 
public. But pot fans w anted a party, a 'Lord o f the Rings' m arathon in the ounce  for those over 21, but for 
and Seattle police weren't about to privacy o f your own hom e, if you now  selling  m arijuana  rem ains il- 
w rite them  any tickets. want to." legal. 1-502 g ives the s ta te  a y ear

The Seattle Police D epartm ent He offered a catchy new directive to com e up w ith  a system  o f  s ta te- 
told its 1,300 officers on W ednes- re fe rrin g  to the film  "The Big licensed  g row ers, p ro cesso rs  and 
day, ju st before legalization took Lebowski," popular with many mari- re ta il s to res, w ith the m arijuana  
hold, that until further notice they ju ana  fans: "The Dude abides, and taxed  25 percen t at each  stage, 
shall not issue citations for public says 'take it inside!'" A nalysts  have e stim ated  tha t a
m arijuana use. "This is a big day because all our leg a l pot m a rk e t c o u ld  b r in g

O fficers will be advising people lives we've been living under the W ash ing ton  hundreds o f  m illions 
not to sm oke in pub lic , po lice  iron curtain o f prohibition," said o f  do lla rs  a y ear in new  tax rev- 
spokesm an Jonah Spangenthal-Lee Hem pfest director Vivian M cPeak. enue for schoo ls , health  care  and 
wrote on the SPD Blotter. "The po- "The whole world sees that prohibi- basic  governm en t func tions, 
lice departm ent believes that, under tion ju s t took a body blow." But m arijuana rem ains illegal
state law, you m ay responsibly get W ashington 's new law decrim i- under federal law. That m eans fed-

eral agents can still arrest people for 
it, and it's banned from federal prop­
erties, including m ilitary bases and 
national parks.

The Justice D epartm ent has not 
said w hether it will sue to try to 
block the regulatory schem es in 
W ashington and C olorado from  tak­
ing effect.

"The departm ent's responsibil­
ity to enforce the C ontrolled Sub­
stances Act rem ains unchanged," 
said a statem ent issued by the Se­
attle U.S. attorney's office. "N either 
states nor the executive branch can 
nullify a statute passed by C on­
g ress."

The legal question is w hether the 
establishm ent o f  a regulated m ari­
juana  m arket would "frustrate the 
purpose" o f the federal pot prohib i­
tion, and m any constitutional law 
scholars say it very likely w ould.

That leaves the political ques­
tion o f w hether the adm inistration 
w ants to try to block the regulatory 
system , even though it w ould re­
m ain legal to possess up to an ounce 
o f marij uana.

A lison  H olcom b  is the d rug  
po licy  d irec to r o f  the A m erican  
C ivil L iberties U nion o f  W ash in g ­
ton and  served  as the cam p aig n  
m anager for N ew  A pproach W ash­
ing ton , w hich led the leg a liza tio n  
drive . She said  the vo ters  c lea rly  
show ed  they 're  done w ith  m ari­
ju a n a  p roh ib ition .

"N ew  A pproach  W ash in g to n  
sponsors and the ACLU look for­
ward to working w ith state and fed­
eral officials and to ensure the law is 
fully and fairly im plem ented," she 
said.

Dreams Come True in Old Town
Service center and affordable housing opens

The Macdonald Center will provide support services for low-income people and 42 
units of affordable housing for the working poor in the Old Town community.

The M acdonald C enter hosted a grand 
opening celebration on Thursday to com ­
m em orate the com pletion and opening o f the 
seven-story M acdonald W est, an com plex 
to provide an expanded service hub for the 
cen ter’s outreach and support services for 
low -incom e individuals and 42 units o f  a f­
fordable housing for the working poor in die 
Old Tow n com m unity.

The support o f the com m unity, the city, 
the county, and the state during a very 
difficult econom ic clim ate, com bined with 
M acdonald C enter’s loyal donors over the 
past 20 years, provided the resources and 
energy to m ake this project a reality.

LRS A rchitects and Howard S. W right 
have lead the design and construction team s 
for what will becom e safe and secure hous­
ing for the working poor. The studio apart­
ments will provide affordable housing for 
low-wage workers earning up to 60 percent 
o f area median income.

The capital cam paign to raise the remaining 
funds for the project -  Building a M ore C on­
nected Community -h a s  also achieved a major 
milestone with nearly $ 12 million raised for the 
construction costs and a program investment 
fund. M ajor contributors to date include M eyer 
M emorial Trust, HEDCO Foundation, Ann 
and Bill Swindells Charitable Trust, The Collins 
Foundation and a bequest from M aybelle 
C lark M acdonald.

T h e  G ra n d  O p e n in g  C e re m o n y , 
M acdonald West: W here Dream s Com e True, 
celebrated the history o f  the building site, 
including the 106 year old W est H otel and 
m usic venue legend, the Satyricon, as well as 
the positive m om entum  and bright future o f 
the C enter and O ld Tow n C hinatow n C om ­
munity.

The M acdonald C enter is a non-profit 
leader in providing outreach, housing and 
supportive services to vulnerable adults and 
seniors.


