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M A C K  &  D U B ’S
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The Mack and Dub’s Excellent Chicken & Waffles restaurant in left in ruins after a suspected arson fire and possible hate crime. Authorities on Tuesday could not 
release any new information about their investigation. Arson investigator Rick McGraw said it would be baseless to say how the fire started without more facts.

Mackand Dub’s Will Bounce Back
c o n t in u e d f r o m  front

“I thought it was a prank,” he O ddly  enough , the a larm  corn- 
said, until the m an passed the phone pany had  ca lled  T rav is  the n ight 
to a fire m arshal on the scene. befo re  at 11:30 p .m . to  tell h im  a
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WISHES

THANK YOU

BDonate Dinner
at an independent grocer 

this Thanksgiving.
New Seasons Market • Hacjgen Food & Pharmacy • W hole Foods Market 

Market o f Choice • Chuck’s Produce 
■ Lamb's Thriftw ay • Bales Thriftw ay • Jim 's Thriftw ay

mealsonwheelspeople.org

sen so r had  been  set o ff  at the 
re s tau ran t, bu t w ith  h igh  w inds 
b lo w in g  th a t n ig h t, b o th  ends 
a s s u m e d  it w a s  n o th in g  an d  
hung  up.

T he next m orning , T ravis called  
M cC lendon  first and the tw o  a r­
rived  to M ack  and  D u b ’s in d isb e ­
lief.

A c c o rd in g  to  a r e p o r t  by  
W illam ette  W eek, a w orker on the 
scene  said  som e sort o f  fire  s ta rte r 
w as th row n th rough  the back  o f 
th e  b u i ld in g ,  w h e re  th e  
r e s ta u r a n t’s m u sic  s tu d io  and  
m ain  o ffice  had  been  reduced  to 
ashes. T he k itch en  and  d in ing  
room  w ere a lso  devasta ted .

W orse, ev id en ce  o f  bu rg la ry  
and  d ero g a to ry  g raffiti on a w all 
o f  the re s tau ran t lead  p o lice  to 
believe the inciden t is a hate crim e. 
“ It w as d e f in ite ly  o f f e n s iv e ,” 
T rav is  said  abou t the w ord (s) on 
the w all.

S till shocked  by the even t, both 
o w n ers  say they  have  no idea  
w ho set fire  to  th e ir restau ran t. 
T h ey  h av e  g re a t re la tio n sh ip s  
w ith  all o f  th e ir  fe llow  business 
ow ners n earby , they  said.

“W e grew  up in th is n e ig h b o r­
h o o d ,” said  M cC lendon . “W e had 
all n a tio n a litie s  o f  peop le  com ing  
to  o u r b u s in e ss ... a cool m ix ture  
o f  n e ig h b o rh o o d  fo lks and  people 
outside o f  northeast Portland. Lots 
o f  peop le  have  been  very  su p ­
po rtiv e  o f  u s .”

F alse  rum ors floa ted  tha t the

res tau ran t's  m o to rcy c lis t n e ig h ­
bors, the G ypsy  Jo k ers, m ay have 
sparked  the  fire, bu t T rav is  d is ­
pu tes  all c la im s. “W e are c o n fi­
den t i t ’s no t th em ,” he said.

O th er su sp ic io n s  lead  them  to 
w onder abou t fo rm er em ployees, 
bu t “W e w ould  ha te  to  th in k  it 
w a s  o n e  o f  th e m ,” s a id  
M cC lendon . P o lice  to ld  them  that 
b u rg la ries , ro b b eries , and fires—  
sim ila r s itu a tio n s  h ave  been  co m ­
m on la te ly .

A u th o rities  on T u esday  cou ld  
no t re lease  any new  in fo rm ation . 
A rson  in v estig a to r R ick  M cG raw  
said  it w ould  be b ase less  to  a s ­
sum e how  the fire s ta rted  w ithou t 
m ore fac ts.

T he o w n e rs— bo th  rappers o f 
duo  B ig D ub and J. M ack  (M ack 
w as the found ing  M C  o f  the  rap- 
R& B quintet, U -K rew ), are relying 
on friends and the ir ca te rin g  gigs 
to  get by un til th e ir w ork  p lace  is 
re s to red .

Y oungster Productions will lend 
the guys their recording studio, so 
they can stay on top o f ongoing 
m usic projects, w hile other friends 
will give up their kitchen.

The pair said they are grateful for 
everyone in the com m unity w ho 
has offered their love and support. 
They show  optim ism  in an other­
wise gloom y situation.

“ W e a re  p lan n in g  on  b e in g  
there,” said M cClendon, “Forever,” 
Travis chim es in. “W e are definitely 
going to be back open.”
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