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Forced into Closure

continued f from page 3

been the headlining problem for
most of the negative attention
directed at Reo’s, Varnado feels
that a darker issue lays at the
heart of the matter.

“Prejudice turned everybody
against us,” said Varnado, who
is looking for a new place to
open his restaurant, but not likely
in the same area. “I don’t want
to go back because of the way
they treated me.”

Varnado claims he’s received
multiple racist threats.

The restaurant owner says
he’s been spit on, approached,
watched, and followed in his car
by strangers. “I’ve felt threat-
ened by people lurking near the
restaurant,” he said.

While some police officers
have served him well, Varnado
says he’s been harassed about
having a permit for his cookers
by others. He also says he’s

been bullied into shutting down
by a health inspector.

“It made me so angry,” said
Varnado. People have vandal-
ized his cookers-- broken grill
pipes, urinated on them and clut-

impossible for him to operate
his business.

In the barbeque business for
four years, while his business
partner, Scott Richardson, had
run the main store for 16 years,

€ When people use civic positions
and financial leverage to oppress
you and take out your business—

that’s problematic.

tered them with broken bottles.

“I hate to be mistreated,” he
said, “I left Mississippi to better
myself and I come out here and
it’s the same stuff.”

Varnado, who happens to
be black, is not the only restau-
rant owner who feels like rac-
ism played a role in their clo-
sure. Tim Causey, co-owner
of the Arlington Mart in
Gladstone, says people made it

I LR o R PR G B A e B A

Darrell Grant is a PSU jazz professor and associate dean.

Music Forward

Scholarship Concert

On Friday, Nov. 30, faculty and
students from the Portland State
University Music Department will
present Music Forward, a special
holiday concert benefiting PSU
Music Scholarships.

The event, a first for PSU’s Mu-
sic Department, will fill every corner
of Lincoln Hall’s Performance Hall
with over 200 faculty and students
performing in a 90-minute program
of classical, jazz and holiday music.

Music Forward! is intended to
showcase the wide range of high
quality work that takes place in
PSU’s Lincoln Hall.

“Everyday our faculty members
and nearly 500 students immerse
themselves in preparing the next
generation of performers, teachers,
advocates, leaders and champions
of music in our community and the
wider world,” says PSU Jazz profes-
sor and associate dean Darrell Grant.

—Tim Causey, co-owner of the
Arlington Martin Gladstone

Causey says neighbors filed
three or four “legally meritless”
cases against them before they
were finally shut down by code
enforcement for operating their
barbeque grill outside.

“When people use civic posi-
tions and financial leverage to
oppress you and take out your
business—that’s problematic,”
he said.

T Partland Observer

Page 17

ISubscribe

503-288-0033 |

Atn: Subscriptions, The |

$45.00 for 3 months * $80.00 for 6 mo. * $125.00 Portland Obsewer’ PO Box
for | year (please include check with form) 3137, Portland OR 97208. I
NAME: |
TELEPHONE: :
ADDRESS: I

|

| or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com |

THE LAW OFFICES OF
Patrick John Sweeney, P.C.

Patrick John Sweeney
Attorney at Law

1549 SE Ladd
Portland,

(503) 244-2080
(503) 244-2081
(503) 244-2084
Sweeney @PDXLawyer.com

Portland:
Hillsoboro:
Facsimile:

Email:

Oregon

)

Audrey L. Terrell, Ph.D.

* Retired International Union Executive from International United

* Retired Community Involvement Representative for New United
Motors Manufacturing, Inc. (Toyota)

* Over30years asaunion activist, political activist, social activist
for worker rights, women rights, children rights, senior rights,

“Looking Back But Moving Forward”

Vote for President of Portland NAACP Unit #1120

Auto Workers

and civil rights.

* Electionis heldon December 1,2012 at the Portland Community

College

Cascade Center at the Margaret Carter Building, 2nd Floor,

Room 222
from 12:00pm to 2:00pm.

Members make your voices heard through your vote!
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