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An Oregon Historical Society photograph shows the displaced commercial district at North Russell 
Street and Williams Avenue that once served a large black population. An estimated 188 homes 
and businesses were condemned by Portland Urban Renewal in the early 1970s to accommodate 
the growth of nearby Legacy Emanuel Hospital.
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Emanuel looks back on displacement 
as it celebrates its centennial
by Lee Perlman m o lished  188 p ro p ertie s  fo r an
The Portland O bserver E m anuel H osp ital ex p an sio n , in-

L egacy  E m anuel H ospital is cel- e lu d in g  171 h ouseho lds o f  w hich  
ebra ting  its 100th anniversary  next 74 percen t w ere b lack, 
w eek  by  pub lic ly  acknow ledg ing  V acan t p roperties  from  the ex- 
a pa in fu l com m unity  experience  p an sio n  still ex is t as a  co m ple te  
4 0  years ago, the d isp lacem en t o f  b u ild -ou t w as nev er realized , 
h u n d red s  o f  A frican -A m erican  W o o lley  and  o th e rs  w o rk ed  
fam ilies from  p roperties  around  w ith  10 o f  these  fo rm er residen ts  
its N orth  G antenbein  A venue cam - o f  the ne ighborhood , w hom  they  
pus in the A lb ina  neighborhood , ca lled  the “sto ry  te lle rs ,” to  create  

D uring  a b reak fast w ith  lead- an o ral h istory . W oo lley  re leased  
ers from  the b lack  com m unity  on  and  com m en ted  on her rep o rt at 
F riday , W ayne C lark , L eg acy ’s the com m u n ity  b reakfast, 
v ice p res id en t fo r co m m unity  re- T he repo rt show s the E m anuel 
la t io n s ,  s a id , “ W h e n  I c a m e  and  the  PD C  began  to  p lan  for the 
aboard , it w as ev iden t to  m e tha t eas tw ard  expansion  o f  th e ir cam - 
w e had  a p rob lem  in the A lb ina  pus as early  as 1960. H ow ever, it 
ne ig h b o rh o o d  tha t h a d n ’t healed  w as no t until 1967 tha t it began  
y e t.” d iscussions w ith  the com m unity ,

L egacy  h ired  local co n trac to r and  then  on ly  because  the federal 
Jean a  W oo lley  to  research  h is- M odel C ities  P rogram , w hich  in ­
to n e  reco rd s  firom the  early  1970s e lu d ed  fund ing  fo r co m m u n ity

tions.
T h e  M o d e l C itie s  P ro g ra m  

B oard  ap p roved  the p ro jec t the 
fo llo w in g  year, but an ad  hoc 
E m anuel D isp laced  P ersons A s­
socia tion , assis ted  by L egal A id 
and  the A m erican  F riends S e r­
v ice C om m ittee , held  ou t fo r an 
ag reem en t that called  no t on ly  fo r 
p ro p e r c o m p en sa tio n  fo r those  
d isp laced , bu t a lso  the creation  o f  
180 to  300  new  housing  units by 
“c o o p e ra tio n  b e tw een  the p a r­
tie s .” T hese  term s w ere “never 
fu lly  sa tisfied ,” W oo lley  said.

W oo lley  said  tha t the records 
sh o w  th a t the  re c o lle c tio n s  o f  
w hat o ccu rred , as rem em b ered  
by p artic ip an ts  and  passed  dow n 
to  th e ir ch ild ren , w as no t fully 
acc u ra te .

“T h a t bad  th ings hap p en ed  is 
abso lu tely  true, she said. H o w ­
ever, she added , som e have m ixed  
up  the  E m anuel ex p ansion  pro jec t 
up w ith  the d is location  o f  re s i­
d en ts  from  the co n stru c tio n  o f
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