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Law
African American Woman Makes History
Sergeant Audrey . 
Jackson-Patton 
reaches 25-year 
DOC milestone

Sgt. Audrey Jackson-Patton cel­
ebrated 25 years as a security em ­
ployee with the Oregon D epartm ent 
o f C orrections (D O C) on A pril 29, 
2012. She is believed to be one o f 
only a few, if  not the only, A frican 
Am erican wom en in DOC history to 
achieve this m ilestone in the secu­
rity series.

Sgt. Jackson-Patton 's career be­
gan in 1987 at the form er Oregon 
W om en's C orrectional C enter in
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Salem as a Correctional Officer over- A u d re y  Ja ckso n -P a tto n  c e le b ra te d  2 5  y e a rs  a s  a  s e c u r ity  e m p lo ye e  w ith  th e  O regon D e p a rtm e n t
seeing fem ale inm ates. In 1989, she o f  C o rre c tio n s  (DOC) th is  year, m a k in g  h is to ry  a s  th e  f ir s t  A frica n  A m e rica n  w om an  to  a ch ie ve  th is  
becam e part o f a search team  that m ile s to n e .
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c o n d u c te d  ra n d o m  an d  u n a n ­
n o u n c e d  s e a rc h e s  a t p r is o n s  
throughout O regon. D uring this 
time, Sgt. Jackson-Patton trained 
other staff in drug identification and 
w rote reports for disciplinary ac­
tion. crim inal prosecution and intel­
ligence operations.

In 1990, Sgt. Jackson-Patton be­
cam e a transport officer where she 
was trained in the use o f firearm s 
and restraints. She was responsible 
for escorting and transporting new 
inm ates and parole violators to the 
O regon Corrections Intake Center, 
at the tim e located at the M arion 
C ounty Jail in Salem.

T hroughout the last 21-years, 
Sgt. Jackson-Patton has spent her 
tim e at the C olum bia R iver C orrec­
tional Institution (CRCI) in north­
east Portland, w here she worked 
through the security ranks and be­
cam e a sergeant on January 1,2000.

As part o f C RC I's security team, 
Sgt. Jackson-Patton is responsible 
for ensuring the safety and security 
o f  the institution by m onitoring in­
m ate activities and m ovem ents, per­
form ing security inspections and 
cell searches, redirecting negative 
behavior, reinforcing positive be­
havior, and role m odeling pro-so­
cial behavior.

Suspect found 
in Cold Case

N early 30 years after the m urder 
o f  a Portland resident, 57-year-old 
R oberto G arcia-Lopez was indicted 
by the M ultnom ah county grand 
jury  in connection with a 1989 hom i­
cide in N ortheast
Portland.

On N ovem ber 
28,1989, Portland 
P o lic e  B u re au  
H om icide D etec­
tives began an in ­
vestigation  in to
the death o f a 33- R oberto  
y e a r -o ld  K u en  G arcia-Lopez  
Yin Ng. Mr. Ng,
w hose body was found on the rocky 
shores o f the W illamette River, North 
o f  the Burnside Bridge under the I- 
5 ram p to 1-84.

Cold Case H om icide Unit D etec­
tives began review ing the case in 
M ay 2010 and worked with the O r­
egon State Police Crim e Lab to re­
exam ine evidence in the case. DNA 
evidence identified Garcia-Lopez as 
the suspect.

G arcia-Lopez is currently in the 
Salt Lake C ounty (U T) Jail on unre­
lated charges o f  A ggravated M ur­
der, A ggravated Sexual A ssault and 
A ggravated Robbery.
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