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Plans are being made to install a statue art installation in honor o f Rosa Parks at Peninsula Park, 
located along Rosa Parks Way in north Portland.

In Honor of Rosa Parks
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In  h o n o r o f  the  c iv il r igh ts  ac tiv ist 
R o sa  P arks, b es t k n o w n  fo r refu sing  
to  g iv e  up  h e r  seat on  a  b u s  in  A la ­
b a m a  b e c au se  o f  the  c o lo r  o f  h e r  sk in , 
the  c ity  w ill fu n d  a  s ta tue  a rt in sta lla ­
tio n  at P en in su la  P ark  to  b e  fin ished  
in 2013.

A  p lann ing  co m m ittee , m ade  u p  o f  
e ig h t ind iv iduals from  d ifferen t w alks 
o f  life , has beg u n  tak in g  strides to  
e rec t the  s ta tue  o f  P a rk s, o ften  re-

fe rred  to  as  the  ‘m o th e r  o f  the  free ­
d o m  m o v e m e n t’, in  h opes to  in sp ire  
the  c o m m u n ity  o f  w h a t it m ean s to 
tak e  a  s tand  fo r ju s tice .

“T h is  is im portan t to  o u r  c o m m u ­
n ity  b ecau se  there  a re  a  lo t o f  us w h o  
w o u ld  n o t hav e  the  freed o m  that w e 
hav e  to d ay  if  no t fo r h e r  refu sing  to  
g ive  up  h e r  seat an d  h av ing  A frican  
A m erican s  be seco n d  c lass  c itizen s ,” 
sa id  V era  P oo l, a  m em b e r o f  the  p lan ­
n ing  com m ittee .

A cco rd in g  to  P oo l, the freedom

ex p e rien c e d  on  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n  
is d u e  to  R o sa  P a rk ’s b ravery .

“ I th ink  a  sta tue  w ill en ab le  fo lks to  
k n o w  w h a t a  w o n d erfu l p o sitio n  she 
took  an d  ho w  m u ch  it im p ac ted  all o f  
o u r  liv es ,” she  said . “N o t ju s t  A frican  
A m erican s, b u t all o thers , b y  be ing  
c o u ra g e o u s  a n d  s ta n d in g  a g a in s t 
in ju stice .”

T h e  c o m m ittee  p lan s  to  e rec t the 
sta tue  w h ere  P en in su la  P ark  in ter- 
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