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The inaugural MLK Dream Run is a community event coming to north and northeast Portland this summer thanks to the volunteer efforts o f leaders with the North- 
Northeast Business Association. Pictured (from left) are Rodney Ferguson, Jim Hansen, Jason Hagen, Joice A. Taylor,Ian Jaquiss, Felicia Tripp-Folsom, Alem Gebrehiwot, 
and John Washington.

Inaugural MLK Dream Run
August race 
promotes Soul 
District revival
by L ee P erlman

T he la te  M artin  L u th er K ing  Jr.
had  a d ream  fo r a  b e tte r A m erica. 
F o r the  last 18 m onths the  N orth- 
N o rth east B usiness A ssoc ia tion  
has had  one  too: to  h o ld  a road  
race in  honor o f  D r. K ing and  p ro 
v ide econom ic  stim ulus to  the h is 
to rica lly  A frican -A m erican  and 
m ino rity  n e ighborhoods o f  north  
a n d  n o r th e a s t  P o r t la n d . T h e

d ream  is abou t to  be rea lized .
O n Sunday m orning, Aug. 5, the 

business group w ill hold the inau
gural D ream  Run. The annual event 
will actually be three runs o f  5, 10 
and 15 kilom eters, plus a 5K  walk. 
The 15K  event will be a com petitive 
race sanctioned by U .S.A . Track 
and Field, and will honor the late 
G eoff H ollister, a standout U niver
sity o f  O regon runner and one o f the 
early  executives at Nike.

A fundraiser for N N E B A ’s Fel
low ship Entrepreneurial A cadem y, 
w hich provides training for busi
ness careers for youths age 17 to 25, 
the entry fees, will run $25 fo rthe5K

The MLK Dream Run is the 
culmination o f our longtime dream to 
showcase the many positive changes 
and improvements in north and 
northeast Portland.
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race, $30 for the 1 OK and $35 for the 
15 K. Each entrant will receive a com 
m em orative t-shirt, back pack and 
w ater bottle. There will also be live 
m usic and a health fair.

A 7a.m. early start tim e is a logis
tical com prom ise. NNEB A w anted 
to hold the run on a Saturday to 
avoid conflicts with church services 
in the area, but city officials were

opposed to closing streets on S at
urday. Last year, the group called  
o ff a planned m arathon due to this 
and other issues.

The D ream  Run also represents a 
unique w ay to  visit som e great in
ner-city neighborhoods. T he routes 
will go through parts o f  the Boise, 
E l io t , G ra n t P a rk , H u m b o ld t, 
Irvington, K ing, Sabin, V ernon and 
W oodlaw n neighborhoods, parts 
o f Portland’s traditional Soul D is
trict. It w ill touch on parks, includ
ing Irving and W oodlaw n, and vital 
com m ercial districts such as North-
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