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A Microcosm of Today’s Divided America

A wakeup call

BY JOHN STAUBER

We're  nice
people out here in
Dairyland. Justask i
anyone — that's
our reputation. But
the purple state of
Wisconsin is a po- |
litical microcosmof
today's divided America.

The bitter battle over whether to
recall our governor divided this state
like the Civil War. In the end, union-
crushing Gov. Scott Walker won,
despite the efforts of the Madison-
and Milwaukee-based uprising that
attimes put more than 100,000 people
into the streets. They protested many
of Walker's actions, but above all
they objected to what the tea party
governor himself described as a
secret "bomb" — his bid upon tak-
ing office in early 2011 to destroy
public employees' right to collec-
tively bargain.

I'm almost 60 and have lived in
Wisconsin since birth. The mobili-
zation to force Walker's recall elec-
tion was greater and more energetic
than anything I ever witnessed in
the Badger State. Bigger than the
protests at the height of the Civil
Rights struggle or the protests
against the Vietnam War, in which
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| already ended.

Wisconsin

barticipatcd. But this uprising
stumbled on June 5 when neither
the governor nor three of his four
targeted legislative supporters
were recalled. One Republican
state senator did get recalled, but
the 2012 legislative session has

Walker's victory sent a state-
ment from Wisconsin that a major-
ity of the state's voters either sup-
port his radical agenda or didn't feel
that the recall election was neces-
sary. Democrats pointed to polls
showing that President Barack
Obama still leads Mitt Romney for
the November election here. But
that's just grasping at straws.

What's the lesson here? Walker
outspent his Democratic opponent
Tom Barrett by $30.5 million to $4
million. That comes to $23 forevery
vote Walker won, comparedto $3.47
for each of Barrett's votes. But it's
too simple to say that money bought
this election.

In the wake of the Supreme
Court's Citizens United decision, an
outpouring from rich people and
corporate interests — many based
outside Wisconsin — bankrolled
Walker's bid tocling to power. Sure,
liberal groups and unions also
poured tens of millions into the

Democratic side of the battle, but
they were severely outspent.

Here's my take on it. Working
class people in Wisconsin are
scared. They're hurting. They're very
willing to turn their backs on unions
and the Democratic Party.

Walker is in the crosshairs of an
investigation that couldkill his politi-
cal career. Many top aides from his
previous government job are under
criminal indictment. He could be next.

Yet voters put that aside to send
amessage against Democrats, liber-
als, and the urban communities in
Madison and Milwaukee. People in
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Wisconsin are economically des-
perate. They're not seeing that
unions, liberals, or Democrats are
helping. Many of them are willing to
give the tea party a chance.

More importantly, the Democratic
Party, President Barack Obama, the
progressive media, and organized
labor failed to connect with average
cheeseheads.

Big money defeated people
power, but progressives share the
blame for this defeat.

John Stauber founded the Cen-
ter for Media & Democracy. He
lives in Madison, Wisc.
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Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge |
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING

. 2 Cleaning Areas or
- more $30.00 Each Area

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (/2-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $25.00

- Area/Oriental Rugs:

$25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:

' Additional $10.00 each area

(Requining Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139

Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49 %
Throw Pillows (With

Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Area & Ornental Rug
Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet ’j
Odor Treatment
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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