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Developing a Just Immigration Policy
Black immigrants 
will play prominent 
role
by D edrick M uhammad

T he te rm  “ A fric a n  
Am erican” has become a 
catchall to describe black 
Americans in the United
States. But it obscures the more nuanced 
realities ofblack immigration to the United 
States.

Black immigrants, whether they hail 
from Latin America, the Caribbean, and 
the African mainland, often come to the 
Am erica to escape poor conditions and 
find econom ic opportunity. As this nation 
struggles with immigration reform, the black 
immigrant com m unity will play a prom i­
nent role in developing a socially just immi­
gration policy.

A bout eight percent o f  black im m i­
grants are A fro-Latino, o r Black Latino. 
M any Spanish-speaking countries have 
m assive Afro-Latino populations, includ­

ing Brazil, Colum bia, Haiti, D om inican 
Republic and Cuba. These Latinos are 
diverse not only in their history and back­
ground but also in their struggles, so their 
reasons for m igrating to the United States 
are many. H ow ever, the m ajority m ake 
the m ove to seek better econom ic oppor­
tunities for them selves and for their fam i­
lies.

A fro-C aribbeans also im m igrate to 
the U nited States to seek expanded op­
portunity. The term  applies to people 
w ith A frican ancestry  w hose native 
countries are located in the Caribbean. 
The first wave o f A fro-C aribbean vol­
untary m igration to the U.S. began in the 
1930’s and has continued to this day.

A ccording to the Schom burg C enter 
for Research in Black Culture, this growth 
can be attributed to “the increasing eco­
nom ic hardship and disenchantm ent in 
the British W est Indies and the sim ulta­
neous expansion o f  the U.S. econom y 
with its relatively high w ages and grow ­
ing em ploym ent opportunities.”

Finally, the rate o f A frican im m igra­
tion to the U. S. has steadily increased.

A ccording to figures from  the Im m igra­
tion and N aturalization Service, the num ­
ber o f A frican im m igrants to the U nited 
States m ore than quadrupled in recent 
years, from, ju s t over 100,000 in the 
1960’s and 1970’s to over 500,000 in the 
1980’sa n d  1990’s.

Today ’ s A frican m igrants are increas­
ingly interested in establishing perm a­
nent residency in the U nited States, a 
stark contrast to im m igrants from  the 
6 0 ’s and 7 0 ’s w ho often in tended to 
return hom e and contribute to nation­
building efforts after acquiring an A m eri­
can education.

It is no coincidence that black im m igra­
tion to the United States greatly increased 
after the 1960's, whether from the Carib­
bean, Latin America, or Africa. Just as 
outright racially discrim inatory laws in the 
United States limited the progress o f Afri­
can Americans throughout the history of 
the U.S., outright racially discrim inatory 
immigration policies limited the numbers of 
people o f color who could legally im m i­
grate to the United States.

The great influx ofb lack  immigrants in

the latter half o f the twentieth century is 
largely attributed to the liberalizing o f im ­
migration policies that occurred during the 
height o f the civil rights m ovement. The 
Immigration and Nationality Act o f 1965, 
one of the lesser know civil rights bills from 
that era, ended the national origins quota 
system  and opened the door for large- 
scale Asian, African and Latin American 
immigration.

O ver the last 50 years the children of 
black imm igrants have becom e a growing 
part o f the African Am erican population. 
This can be seen in the election o f the first 
African American president, him self the 
son o f an African immigrant.

The diversity o f the black com m unity 
will continue to grow  in 21 C entury 
America. As we continue to m ake ad­
vances against racial inequality in the United 
States, the connection between today’s 
black freedom struggles will necessarily 
be connected to immigration and im m igra­
tion policy.

Dedrick Muhammad is senior di­
rector o f the NAACP Economic De­
partment.

Making Progress on Living Longer
Racial gap narrows 
to all-time low
by M arc H. M orial

In re c e n t w eek s , w e ’ve 
shared w ith you the new s that 
the birth-rate for people o f color 
now  e x c e e d s  th e  ra te  fo r
whites, and that African A m erican deaths 
from  prostate cancer are declining. Now 
we have m ore good new s about the 
health status o f A frican A m ericans as 
the Journal o f the A m erican M edical 
A ssociation reported that the racial gap 
in life expectancy has narrow ed to an all- 
tim e low.

A ccording to a new study, led by Dr. 
Sam  H arper o f M ontreal’s M cG ill U ni­
versity, “Betw een 2003 and 2008, life 
expectancy at birth increased from  75.3 
to  76.2 years am ong non-H ispanic w hite 
m en and from  68.8 to 70.8 years am ong 
non-H ispanic black m en, w hereas for

wom en the changes were from  80.3 to 
81.2 years for w hites and 75.7 to 77.5 for 

blacks.
These changes reduced the racial 

gap from  6.5 to 5.4 years am ong 
m en and from  4.6 to 3.7 years am ong 
w om en.” W hile still too wide, the 
gap  in life  ex p ec tan cy  betw een  
blacks and w hites in A m erica is now

the sm allest on record.
But even m ore interesting than the 

raw num bers are som e o f the reasons 
behind them . The study reveals, for 
exam ple, that after years o f devastation 
in the black com m unity, we appear to be 
m aking progress in the fights against 
AIDS and heart disease.

As reported in the New Y ork Tim es, 
Dr. H arper’s study calculated that 15 
percent o f the change in life expectancy 
betw een black and white m en was due 
to faster declines in the rate that black 
m en are dying from  HIV com pared to 
white men. A nother 15 percent w as due

to im provem ents in preventing and treat­
ing heart disease am ong b lack men.

A sim ila r pa ttern  in H IV  death  ra tes 
co n trib u ted  to  8 p e rcen t o f  the  change  
in the life  ex pec tancy  gap  b e tw een  
b lack  and  w hite  w om en. D eclin es in 
m orta lity  ra tes fo r heart d isease  c o n ­
trib u ted  to 29 p e rcen t o f  the  change  
am ong w om en.

L et m e be c lear: H eart d isease  and 
H IV  in fec tion  rem ain  m ajo r cau ses o f  
early  death  in B lack  A m erica . A fri­
can A m ericans are still 30 p e rcen t 
m ore like ly  to  d ie from  heart d isease  
than  w hites. A nd b lacks acco u n t fo r 
m ore new  H IV  in fec tions and H IV - 
re la ted  deaths than  any o th er rac ia l 
g roup  in the coun try . B ut the n a rro w ­
ing life -ex p ec tan cy  gap  show s tha t 
ta rge ted  p rev en tio n  and trea tm en t e f­
forts in A frican  A m erican  c o m m u n i­
ties are  m aking  a d iffe ren ce .

T he  N a tio n a l U rban  L eag u e  has 
been involved  in the figh t against AID S

fo r m ore than  tw o d ecad es. T o g e th e r 
w ith  ou r a ffilia te s  acro ss  the  coun try , 
w e co n tin u e  to  s tress the im portance  
o f  H IV  p rev en tio n  in co m m u n ities  o f 
co lo r, p ro m o te  g rea te r  access to  care  
and  in fluence  na tional A ID S po licy . 
S ince  2009 , w e have  been  a p a rtn e r 
o rg an iza tio n  in the C en te rs  fo r D is­
e a se  C o n tro l’s A c t A g a in s t A ID S  
L e a d e rsh ip  In i t ia t iv e , a fe d e ra lly -  
fu nded  ou treach  e ffo rt that is h a rn e ss ­
ing the  co llec tiv e  s treng th  o f  som e o f  
the  n a tio n ’s lead ing  o rg an iza tio n s  to 
figh t H IV  am ong  hard  hit p o p u la tio n s.

W hile  it is good  new s tha t the  life 
ex p ec tan cy  gap  b e tw een  w h ites and 
b lacks in A m erica  has narrow ed  to  an 
h isto ric  low , we w ill con tinue  ou r w ork  
to  en su re  that A frican  A m ericans are 
not on ly  liv ing  longer, but a lso  ag ing  
health ier.

Marc H. Morial is president and 
chief executive officer o f the National 
Urban League.

*** ̂ Jorilanh (Dbseruer Established 1970
USPS 959-680 __________________________________

4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Portland, OR 97211

Editor-in-Chief, Publisher: Charles H. Washington 
EDiTOR.Michael Leighton 

D istribution Manager: Mark Washington 
Creative D irector: Paul Neufeldt

The Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manuscripts and photographs should be clearly labeled and w ill be relumed i f  accompanied by a self addressed envelope. 

A ll created design display ads become the sole property o f the newspaper and cannot be used in other publications or personal usage without the written consent o f the general 

manager, unless the client has purchased the composition o f such ad. ©  2008 TH E PORTLAND OBSERVER A L L  RIGHTS RESERVED, REPRODUCTION IN  W H O LE OR 

IN  PART W ITH O U T PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED. The Portland Observer-Oregon’s Oldest M ulticu ltura l P ublication-is a member o f  the National Newspaper Association- 

Founded in 1885, and The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated Publishers, Inc, New York, NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers Association

CALL 503-288-0033 FAX 503-288-0015
news Qportlqndobserver evm ads@portlandobserver.com subscription @portlandobserver. com

Postmaster: Send address changes to Portland Observer, POBox3137, Portland, OR97208

mailto:s@portlandobserver.com

