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Engaging with Race and Medical Ethics
Best-selling 
author comes 
home for 
‘PCC Reads’

A c c la im e d  s c ie n c e  a u th o r  
Rebecca Skloot, who penned the 
N ew  York T im es best seller, "The 
Im m ortal Life o f  H enrietta Lacks," 
is com ing to Portland Com m unity 
College for its PCC Reads Program.

Skloot, one o f  50 PCC Diam ond 
Alum s honored during the college's 
50th anniversary, will talk at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, M ay 17, at the Slavic 
Church Em m anuel, 2025 S.E. 82nd 
Ave, next door to PCC's Southeast 
Center. The engagem ent is open 
and free to the public.

”77ie Im m ortal Life o f  Henrietta  
Lacks," is Skloot's debut book and 
took m ore than a decade to re­
search. It instantly becam e a New 
York Tim es best seller in hardcover, 
paperback and electronic editions. 
It was named The Best Book o f 2010 
by A m azon.com  and a Barnes and 
N oble D iscover G reat New W riters 
P ick

Her visit to PCC marks a return 
hom e to where she went to school 
and got the idea for the book. In 1988, 
the 16-year-old Skloot was a student 
at the Metropolitan Learning Center 
(she dropped out of Lincoln High 
School her freshman year) and de­
cided to take Don Defier's college- 
level science class at the PCC 
Sylvania Campus. During that class, 
he lectured about HeLa cells and 
attached a nam e to the cells, spark­
ing Skloot's curiosity.

"She was such a serious student 
and a good student, and she was so 
sincere," D efier said. "W hat's hap­
pened to R ebecca is really phenom ­
enal."

As a result o f  that class, the idea
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Best-selling author Rebecca Skloot is coming home for Portland 
Community college’s PCC Reads Program. Her book ‘The Immor­
tal Life of Henrietta Lacks,' engages in race and social justice 
issues.
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for the book was bom .
T he book  te lls  the story  o f  a

po o r S o u th ern  to b acco  fa rm er 
H enrie tta  L acks, w hom  scien tists  
know  as H eLa. In 1951, H enrie tta  
dev e lo p ed  a strangely  aggressive  
c a n c e r , an d  d o c to rs  at Jo h n s  
H opk ins H osp ita l took  a tissue  
sam ple  w ithou t her know ledge. 
She d ied  w ith o u t k now ing  that 
her cells w ould becom e im m ortal- 
-the  first to  g row  and  su rv ive  in ­
d e fin ite ly  in cu ltu re . T he ce lls  
becam e o f  the m ost im portan t

tools in m edicine and are still alive 
today , though  she has been  dead  
fo r m ore than  six ty  years.

H eLa cells w ere vital for devel­
oping the polio vaccine; uncov­
ered secrets o f  cancer, viruses, and 
the effects o f  the atom  bom b; 
helped lead to im portant advances 
like in vitro fertilization, cloning, 
and gene m apping; and have been 
bought and sold by the billions. Yet 
H enrietta Lacks, a black wom an 
rem ained virtually unknow n, bur­
ied in an unm arked grave.
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